; | THE THIRD AND LAST 


VOLUMN 


OF THE 


Farwell Sermons; 


v Preached by ſome London and Countrey 
| — Miniſters. 
| VIZ. 
. Mr. Craddoker at S; Sep ulchres. 
Mr. Pleedger at S. Tantlines, 


| Mr. Bul/ at New1 
Mr. Collins Morning LeQure at S. 
| Tantlines. 


| 


Together with Dr. Hortons Sermon at 


Mr. Naltons Funerall. 
| 


RY ——— 


Faithfully Collefted and Printed by the 
| beſt Copies. 


_———— + = s ———  - 444 4 os - > O——— — <—  —_— 


London, Printed in the year, 1663. 


— 
——__—_—_—_— _—_— —_— 


—————_— —_—_— 


Ht 


#S2S5 24244-1442 422.3..0 
"FEEDS PEOPPPPOOD 


The Preface to the 


CHRISTIAN 


FIRE T is no ſmall joy to thoſe who 
have taken pains 1# this 
work of publiſhing the Far- 
well Sermons,that the former 
two Volumns, have been ſo 
| kindly accepted, which were 
lately publiſhed under this title, viz. The Far- 
well Sermons of the late London Miniſters, 
Preached Augult 1 7 1662. By, - 


Mr. Calamy. | Dr. Jacomb. 

Dr. Manton. Dr. Bates. 

Mr. Caryl. Mr. W atſon. 

Mr. Caſe. Mr. Lye. 

My. Jenkins. My. Mede, and 
My. Baxter. | Mr.Alh's funeral Sex. 
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The P reface. 
: nd alſo thet the ſecond Yoluwy preached 
J: | 


Dr. Seaman. Mr. Beermans. 


Mr. Tenmng. | | 
Mr. Brook. Mr.Calawys ;Preached 


Mr.Newcomen,of Eſſe. 2 8. December,1 662 


Which kind acceptance they have found a 
mongſi the People of God, both in City and 
Conntrey, hath incouraged them tofiniſband 
.compleat the Work.by adding tbis one Volume 
more which:ibey Intiile the Third and Lalt 


_ Vou mn. 44 + the thard znorder, and they 


do reſolve it ſball:be-the Laſt, having now (as 
they hope) jo far .campleated the Work that 


there are few ar none that .are eminent, but 


they are taken in, aud as we ſaid of thoſe . 


fo we may ſay of theſe :* they are 
they are the words .of dying men,:who .caunt 
it there life to do there Maſters work, we 


are bol4 to jay, bere 4s no deſign, but againſt 


fin, no Tlot, but againſt Heils policy, no 
ireajon, but to ſeize por the Ineaſarg of 
Heaven and to obtain a glorius Crown there, 
and ſeeing it bath pleaſed almighty God, for 
onr tz 10.call (a5t were) ſo many laborours 
oat of the harveſt as tothere publick Mini- 


ſirics, 
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185, lef every. oxe it bis Cleft labor up bay 
thts is .beart,, for ſurety Expand fins ave - 
very great and bainons, tht beor fOrmd 
God. and. manugainſt us, our 16chery are' 
layed aſide by men, and ſome ars called envy 
from us byGod,for as in the firſt Volunn thou 
haſt the Funeral of one : ſo this Third in 
its cloſe, awnſ have a death head: \The 
Righteous are taken away, but who layeth 
It to heart. 

We might ſay much, as to the excelſency 
of theſe following Sermons, they do breath 
forth the holynefs and ptainnefs of the Prea- 
chers ſpirits, who were very laborious and 
proſperous in the work of the Miniſtry, both 
by there Books and Preaching, the names 
and memories of the judicious and learned 
Authors of theſe Sermons are ſo precious to. 
ws for their great worths and eminent abili- 
ties, that we cannot but rejoyce at the publi- 
cation of theſe their labours, that are ſo pro- 
fitable, and that theſe are ſuch, we are 
confidently aſſured. If thou queſtion the 
truth of this, come and ſee, then ſhalt find 
much cauſe to encreaſe thy tears in the re- 
membrance of a faithful Laborers, that 
fin hath deprived England of. We commend 
them therefore ts thy peruſal and the bleſ- 


ſing 
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ſing of the Lords Grace, if thou finds any 
Errata in word or phraſe or any thing that 
ſeem imperfe@&, impute it not to the reverent 
and learned diſpencers, but to the tranſcri- 
bers hereof, ſo we commend thee toGod. 


Farewell. 


Mr. Cradecors Far- 


vvel Sermon. 


— yy —  — 
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Phil. 4: latter partof yell. 9. 


m— And beard, and ſeen in me do, 
and the God of peace ſhall be 
with you. © 


Rom this Verſe we may obſerye 
three Dofrines, 


That the Peoples eyes muſt be 


tau 
- neftof life, as well as their 
er; by the Miniſters ſonndneſt of Dodtrine. 


B Pal] 


ht by the Minſters bolj. D2&-*. 


The great Benefit of 
Pazl did not teach one thing and praftice 


another ; he praftiſed as he preacked , and 


he both praQiſed and preached the fore- 
mentipned Duties in the Verſe before the 
Text. Andro this end the Lord appointed 
a Miniftry to be perpetuated through all 
ages of the World: And it is the Lords 
appointment that peoples ears ſhould be 
taught with ſound doctrine, to the matter 
and nranaer of it ; and it is the Lords ap- 
pointment that the peoples eyes ſhould be 
taught by the Miniſters holineſs of life, as 
well as their ears by their ſoundneſs in Do- 
&rine; and this is neceffary for the Miniſter 
himſelf, and neceflary for the people : No 
marye; thenthat a faithful Miniſtry is the Bue 
of the Devils malice, of his craftand cruelty, 
aad that the Devil hath in all Ages attempted 
and endeavoured utterly to overthrow the 
Miniſtry, or to poyſon and fly-blow it ſhame- 
fully ,& rhis is the method whereby Satan hath 
endeavoured to fly-blow the Miniſtry, Why 
then ſee the folly and madneſs of thoſe people 
who affe&t or cry up thoſe Miniſters who do 
not teach their people with ſound Dodrine, 
or a holy life ; and whether there be not ſuch 
Miniſters which do notteach their peaples ears 
with ſoundneſs of Dotrme, or their eyes 
with a holy life ? and whether there be not 
ſuch people as do cry up ſuch Miniſters ? and 
whether or no ſuch people are not guilty of 
ſpiritual folly and madneſs? judge ye, 


Do. 


4 Godly Miniſtry. Ki 


- Do#t. 2. A Miniſters ſoundneſs in Do&rine Do?. 2., 

and holineſs of life and converſation, doth 

lay 4 very great obligation on a people to a 

due conſciencious pradtice of every comman.. 

ded dutie. The Apoſtle, we fee, maketh his 

Preaching and Practice an argument to excite 

| the Philippians to the fore-mentioned com- 

\ manded duties, asis in the Text, and the verſe 
before the Text | 

As firſt of all, the Appellations and Titles 


. given in Scripture to ſuch Miniſters whoſe 
Z Dodrine is found, and whoſe Livesand Con- 
- verſations are exemplarily holy. 
r They are called, 1. The Salt of the Earth, 
) as Matth. 5. 13. read that, faith Chriſt co 
[ thoſe great Teachers of the Goſpel, and Diſ- 
A penſers of his Oracles, and in them to their 
d Succefſors. Salt hath ewo things in it, name. 
[- ly, Sharpneſs and Savourine(s; and thus Mi- 
b- niſters, firſt muſt rebuke ſharply , that people 
h may be ſown-in the Faith , as Pax} enjoyns 
y Titus, as in the 1. of Titws and 13. ver. And 
le ſecondly, Minifters muſt ſpeak ſavoury things 
lo to every perſon, and to every palat, that their 
e, people may be ſavoury both in heart and life ; 
ch but to be as unſavoury as ſtinking carion in 
Irs the noftrils of the Almighty God, under ſuch 
es a ſayoury andſeaſoning Miniſtry, this is wo- 
ot ful. lc js the nature of ſalt to cauſe barren- 
nd neſs where it ſeaſogeth not ; therefore we 
of read of Abimelech in Judges 9. ver. 45+ that 
he ſowed the City with ſalt : So that people 
at. B 2 who 
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- who ſivennder a ſharp and ſavoury Miniſtry, 


and are not ſeaſoned therewith, and preſer- 
ved from putrefation in their fin and corru- 


prion thereby,! their caſe is very dangerous, 


. 2. They are called again the Light of the 
World, in Matth. 5: 14, read that. As for their 
Do&rin?, the Salt of the Earth"; (o for their 
Lives, the Licht of the world ; and they muſt 
therefore lead convincing lives, as fohn 5. 
35. read that 3 it is there ſaid of obs the 
Baptiſt, our bleiſed Lord and Saviour gives 
him this commendatory Character, or Teſti- 
monial, That he was a burning and a ſhining 
light, burning in himſelf, and ſhining to 0- 
thers : Or as 1t was ſaid of Baſil, Thundrizg 
in bus Deftrine, and lightning in by Life and 
Converſatim. Now if good Miniſters be the 
light of the world, then hence we may in- 
fer, Led | 

1- Tnat without a godly faitaful Miniſtry 
the world lieth in darknels, 1gnorance, er- 
ror, {in and miſery. It is ſaid of Gzlilee, in 
Matth. 4 16. That the people who ſate in dark- 
neſs, ſaw great light, read that. Why, had 
they not Prietts and Levites? I anſwer, they 
had indeed ſorry Prielts, but they had not a 
faichin} Miniſtry ; and therefore the Evan- 
geliſt tells them they ſate in darkneſs,yea,in the 
region and ſhadow of death, notwithſtanding the 
ſorry ſorriſh Prieſts they had : But when they 

had a faithful Miniſtry, they are faid to ſee a 
great Light. Again, If good Miniſters be 
tho 
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Rong of the world, then we may draw this 
Corallary, Thatto be offended at the lightiof 
a. faithful and powerful Miniſtry, argues and. 
ſpeaks a very linful and wretched frame of 
heart. Nothing isſo excellent, but ſome will 
be diſpleaſed at ic and with it, as Eccleſ. 11:7« 
Even the light itſelf we know is offenſive:to 
ſore eyes; and thus the burning and ſhining 
light of a godly and faithful Miniſtry is offen- 
five and terrible to ſome ; but who are they? 
ſore diſeaſed ſouls, the Lord knows. The 
Ark of God, which was the monument. of 
his preſence, whom did it (mite with Emrods 
bue the 'Philiſtins ? What then, is the Ale- 
bench more ealte to thee then thy pew is to 
thee in this place ?. then a Conſcience, Soul. 
{ſearching Sermon ? what, art. thou offended 
at a powerful faichful Miniſtry ? Oh fearful 
plague-tokens ! 

' 3- Todo allthat mancan do to put out the 


Light, .chis is worſe., It is the moſt horrid, 
helliſh plot that can be aſſigned or named ; and 


of this I am ſure the Church of Rome cannot 
piead not guilty, which like the Scribes and 
Phariſees, take away from the people the key 
of knowledge, and ſhut up the Kingdome of 
Heaven againſt men. How terribly doth our 
bleſſed Lord thunder-ſtrike thoſe ſtup1d Pha- 
riſees for this, Matth. 23. 13. And asdid the 
Phariſees, ſo did the Papilts : For 1. Hereto- 
fore they made it a mortal {in fo read Gods 
Word. 2. Afterwards, they clogged the 

B 3 licverty 
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they granted with ſuch cautions and 
ions, as that very few eſcaped of thoſe 
that were within the reach of the Inquiſition. 
3- Thoſe clogs contented not, but now it is 
thought fit utterly ro deny liberty, and can 
there be a more horrible helliſh plot aſſigned 
then this, to take from people their know- 
ledge of Salvation? And thus the Church of 
Rome, whether they haye Church-ſnuffers or 
not, to be (ure they have Charch-extingui- 
ſhers, and various means to put out the light. 
Oh fearful is this ! as in Fob 3. 19, 20. That 
is the reaſon men hate the Light, becanſe their 
deeds are evil. 7; 

Again , If good Miniſters be the Light of 
the world, then hence may we draw this Con- 
clufion, That it concerns people very neerly 
to believe in the light, and to walk in the 
light, and to work while the light laſterh, as 
our bleſſed Saviour exhorteth in Fobn 12.35, 
36. read that. God ſets up his Miniſters as 
Lights, as Candles on the candleſticks of his 
Church , to awaken men, and to light men 
unto eternal life: And onght not people to 
pray hard, and to work hard while thelight 
laſteth ? God removes many times the candle 
and candleſtick, and makes the Sun to go down 
at no0n-day , as Amos 8.9. ſo darkens the 
Earth at clear day, Good Miniſters they are 
called the light of the world, and they are 
called 

3+ Stars, as in Revel. 3.1. And who are 
meant 
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meant by the ſeyen Stars ?- Rev. I. alt. they ac © 
the Augels, -that is, the Migifters of the feven 
Churches. Now the Sears are (aidroaffett choſe 
inferiour bodies, 1. By their influence, And 
thus godly and faichful Minifters, by the in- 
flnenceof their lips they: fee many with the 
bread of life, 2, By their regular motives of 
their lives they confirm many. 3. By the- 
light of both they confirms many : Ohe.while 
their imployment is to inftru& poot ſouls, 
and {o they are like Stars ſhining in a dark 
winer-night ; another while they aret6 con- 
verſe in their courſes, Fudg. 5. 20: Now to 
enjoy and live under the Miniſtry of fuch 
Stars, and yet to walk in darknefs , attd to 
have fellowſhip. with the works of darkneſs, 
to remain unconvine'd, unconverted, ughum- 
bled , unmortified, unfruitfal, this is wofa}, 
this is a very kamentable ftate. 

4. They are called. the Lords Meſſengers 
and Embaſſadors, Afal. 2. 7. and the Minitters 
of the Goſpel ; for indeed the Miniſters of 
the New Teſtament they are-no where called 
Prieſts, they are called Embaſſadours for 
Chriſt, 2 Cor, 5. 20, Godly, faithful Miniſters 
are the Lord Meſſengers and Embaſſadors in 
matters concerning the Soul, the precious, im- 
mortal, never-dying ſon] of man, not in the 
matters of ehis life, bue for theſoul. Now 
this isno meanimployment co treat with God 

5. They are called the Lords Husbandmen. 

B 4 Gods 
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Gods Church is his hutbandry, 1 Cor. 3. 9+ 
and Miniſters are Gods husbandmen : -natural- 
ly we are like a barren wilderneſs ; now the 
Lord ſends his husbandmen to thoſe barren 
wilderneſles, to make it a fruitful Paradiſe : 
Now for Gods husbandmen to, plow , ſow, 
and harrow, and yet no fruit, nocrop, Iſs. 
5.6. When Gods Vineyard brought forth no 
frait,-T1.will take away all their rainy clouds, 
faith God; you ſhall have clouds, but you 
ſhall have clouds without rain 3 you ſhall 
have Minifters ftill,. but ſach as ſhall never do 
your ſouls any good:- - 

-Well;: youſcethe Titles given to them in 
Scripture : They are called the Salt of the 
Earth ,. andthe - Light of the World , and 
Stars,.and the Lords , Meſſengers and Embaſ- 
ſadors; and Husbandmen ;. all which'doth im- 
port a very great obligation lying on a peo- 
ple who live under ſuch a Miniſter, and who 
livs;; under. and praftice every. commanded 
—_ 7-54 ey 

i2. Dangerous and fearful is the eſtate of 
.thoſe who have enjoyed and lived under, and 


| haye not been wrought upon by. ſach-a Mi- 


niſtry + And this will appear if we conſider, 
.1. How fearfuſ a' ſentence the: Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. hath given to thoſe chat live under, 
but deſpiſe and profit not by the Miniſtry of 
his faithful] Servants, Aat.10;14, 15. And 
do not think that Chriſt ſaid this touching the 
Miniſtry of the Apoſtles one]v, ce: tainly the 
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Lord Chriſt would have it to be underſtood 
of the Miniſtry of all' his faithful ſervants, 
whom he ſendeth co'teach his people, Fob® 
13. 20. 'whomſoever he ſends; and ſo, He 
that deſpiſeth whomever 1 ſend, deſpiſeth me- 
Then is the meſſage of the Lords faithful meſ- 
ſengers received aright, whey people do not 
onely hearit, bur receive it, and bring forth 
frulc, as our blefſed Lord ſpeaks of good hea- 
rers, Mark 4.20. Thoſe are they that hear 
and receive the fruits ſown in good ground : 
And thus our blefſed Lord expounds him- 
ſelf, Maith, 11.24. hetelleth us there that 
they of Capernaum ſhall be in a worſe caſe 
then they of Sodom and Gomorreh ; and why ? 
becauſe ' they repented not at Chriſts Ser- 
mons and Miracles; they werenot to be ſeen 
in their lives, notwithſtanding Chriſts Mini- 
{try, notwithſtanding Chriſts Preaching and 
his miracles among them, they did not amend 
their hearts and” wayes : Oh how fearful a 
ſentence hath our Lord Jeſus Chriſt denoun- 
cedagainſtſucht | 

2. If a people be not wrought apon by 
ſuch a Miniſtry, what hope can ſiich a people 
have that any thing ſball do their ſouls any 
good ? for is not the Miniſtry of Gods faith- 
ful Servants the power of God to Salvation, 
and the miniſtration of the Spirig, 2 (or. 
3. 8. That is chat Miniſtry whereby che 
Spirit of grace and holineſs is infuſedinto the 
hearts of the Fathers choſen ones in Chriſt Je. 


{us, 
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ſus. The Poet ſpeaks of excellent Muſicians, 
who by the power of their muſick made 
tones to leap into a wall. A godly, faithful 
Miniſtry. hath done more, it hath taken the 
ſtone out of mans heart, and hath given chem 
new hearts ; it hath made all the commande- 
ments of God eafie to many a poor ſoul, be- 
cauſe it loves its Father, its Redeemer and 
Comforter. Thereis a kind of obedience in 
a godly faithful Miniſter ; and if this will not 
do, nothing will, as in Luke 16. 31. 

3+ Is not the cauſe of the non-proficielicy 
of ſuch a people under ſuch a miniſtry in 
themſelves? Oh men do hinder the fruit of 
the Word in their own ſouls, the powerful 
operation and working of the Word on 
their own ſouls! The Lord prophecies thacr 
ſentence on the Fewes, Matth, 13. 14. he lays 
all the blame on chemfelves, and aſſigns their 
own fins, and the reaſon and cauſe of it, as 
in verſe 13. And thas onr bleſſed Saviour 
expounds the parable of the Sower, ſhewiag 
how mariy Chat hear the Word are never the 
better for it ; and he layeth the blanie on 
themſelves, asin Luke $. 14. what then, haſt 
thou not profited under the miniſtry of the 
Lords faithful ſervants ? Oh lay the blame on 
thy (elf. | 

4+ Conſider, hath not the Lord himſelf a 
hand in She - proficiency or non-proficiency 
under ſuck a miniſtry ; ſurely the Lord hath 
a chief hand in makingthe miniſtry of his ſer- 
vants 
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vants fruitful or not fruieful to them that en- 
joy it: Now to enjoy andnotenjoy, is it noe 
a fearful fign that yeare not of God, as Fobn 
$.47. 15 it not a figne that thou art not of 
Gods Ele, at leatt of Regeneration? Buc 
ou will ſay, did net the Fewes hear Gods 
ord ? Yes, they did, with their bodily 
ears, but they heard it not with faith, ſub- 
miſſion , and fruitfulneſs , and therefore our 
bleſſed Saviour tells them, they were not of 
God, that is, they were at leaſt in an unre- 
generate, if not in a reprobate condition : 
And fo Jobn IO. 26. Te are tboſe goats (faith 
Chriſt) that muſt ſtand at my left bandin'that 
great day; and then unbelievers ſhall refle& 
on themſelves, not on Chriſts Miniſtry by 
the mouths of his Servants. 

But if any ſhould ſay, What then, will you 
ſay that all of us are reprobates that are not 
wrought on by your Miniſtry ?. 

Ifay notſo; for that ſeed which hath been. 
ſown on you, may do your ſouls good here- 
after, though it hath done them luctle or no 
good as yet. 

But ſecondly, this I may boldly fay, That 
if any of you die in your preſent ſtate, uncon- 
verted , unregenerate , you will carry with 
you to your grave as fearful marks of repro- 
bation, as any we can findein the whole Book 
of God, Fohn —_ compares the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel toa Fan, in Math. 3.12. When 
the Lord Jeſus maketh uſe of the miniſtry of 
his 
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his faithful ſeryants among the people, when 
he maketh uſe of thoſe fans, it will appear 
who among themare wheat, and ſhall be ga- 
thered into the Lords Garner ; and who a- 
mong them are chaff, and ſhall be caſt into 


the hive. And now whetherthe preſent ſtate 


that you have lived under, and are not yet 
wrought upon by a faithful Miniſtrie, be not 
very dangerous, judge ye. And ſo much may 
futhce for the NoArinal part. 


If it be ſo then, That a Minifters. ſoundneſs 
in Diftrine, and bolineſs of life and converſa- 
tion, dith lay a great obligation ' on a people 
conſciencioufly and duly to mp every come 
maxded duty; Then firſt ofall , the firſt Liſe 
we ſhall make of this Dodrine ſhall be by way 
of Trial and Examination , and that in two 
particulars. 


7. Branch ©Firit, Whether you in this Pariſh, in this 
ot the Ule p[ace,you here before the Lord do make conſei- 
ot Ira. enceof the daelprattice of every commanded duty, 


Secondly , Whether the Miniſtry you 
"have enjoyed and lived under , doth not lay 


great obligation on you ſo to do ? 


For the firſt of theſe, Whegher you here be- 
fore the Lord dn make conſcience of the dut 
ratice of every commanded duty in obedience 


ts Almighty God, you may try your ſelves 
Firſt, 


by theſe three excellent ingredients. 


P 
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Firſt, Vniverſality, Canſt thou 1n the wit- 
neſs of thy conſcience ſay, that through grace 
thou doſt every , as well as any part of the 
Lords revealed Will fo far as thou knoweſt 
it ? 

2. Uniformity ; Doſt thou do all without 
prejudice or partiality ? 

3. Ubiquity ; Art thou the ſame at home 
as abroad, in thy cloſet as well as in the con- 
gregation ? and doſt thou mind inward and 
ſecret, as well as open and outward holineſs ? 
What ſaith conſcience to this ? 

As firſt, Hath commanded duties a Throne 
in your own ſouls and conſcience. Secondly, 
Have they a throne in thy Family. 


Firſt, Have commanded duties a throne in 
your own ſouls and conſciences? Is your 
hearts fully poſſeſt with the power of thoſe 
divine and heavenly Truths, which you have 
often heard, which hath been again and again 
inculcated upon you as it was upon the Theſ- 
ſalonians, 1 Theſſ.1.5. their carnal principles 
were confured, their paſſion moderated, their 
luſts mortified, their ſelf-ends confounded ; 
are yours ſo ? Have commanded quties a 
throne in your ſouls and conſciences, 2 Oh 
that all your conſciences could give a ſatisfy- 
ing anſwer to this Query. | 


Secondl[y,Have commanded duties a throne 
im your Families ; do you make conſcience 
of 
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of Family duties ; are your honſes Fethels, , 
that is houſes of God, houtles of prayer , 
are they habitations of Holineis and Righ- 
teouſnels ? do you make conſcience of rela- 
tive as well as of perſonal duties? Oh that all 
your conſciences could givea ſatisfying anſwer 

to this Query! 


But now the ſecond Branch of this Uſe 


2 Bytnch of of Trial and Examination is this, Whether 


ef th: Ve 
ef Trial. 


waies, thy drunkennels, thy tipling, thy co- 


the Miniſtry you have enjoyed and lived un- 

der, doth not lay a very great obligation on | 
you to Put in execution every commanded . 
dutie, as Rom. 10.6, 7, 8, that is, the Word þ 
of Faith we Preach; read that place: And þ 
may not we take up that with ſome variati- 
on, and ſay, You aye heard of the diſeaſe, g 
the miſerie, and remedie. When the great 

God ſhall arraign thee at the great and tear- In 
ful Day, and ſhall ay thus, Thou rebellious thy 
wretch, why did(t thou nor forſake thy evil che 


vetouſneſs, thy ſnuffing at puritie, thy 1ave- are 
terate heart and ſpirit againſt my holy way' 
.andMiniſters > why didit thou not forſakt as g 
thy evil waies ? ewile thou be able to ſay, tho 
Lord, Ilivedund r 1. A ſoul-betraying,nov Mi 
reſident Miniſter, one that made it his buſk loug 
neſs to fleece indeed, not to feed the flock: the 
or 2. [Indera ſoul-poiſoning Innovator'; 0 that 
3- Under a (oul-pining dry nurſe ; or 4. Us of a; 
der a ſoul-miſguiding guide; or 5. _ ligie 
0 
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ſoul-unſetling temporizer ; or 6. Under a 
ſoul-deſtroying diEcountenancer. 

1, Canſt thon ſay that thou liveſt undera 
ſoul-betraying, non-refident Miniſter, one that 
made it his butinels to fleece, and not tofeed 
the flock ? one that looked after the wool 
and fat of the flock ; the fleece, but never 
minded the flock , but non-refidencie hath 
been hitherto decried, as that as breeds a Mi- 
niſter idle and erroneous, or licentious > but 
wile thou be ableto ſay, Lord, I lived under 
ſuch a Miniſter, that was a ſoul-Hetraying Mi- 


- niſter, one that was greedy of Livings, and 


had perhaps ewo, or three, or four, but fo 
bad a man, that the worſt was too good for 
him? or wilt thou be able to plead, or canſt 
thou ſay, 

2+ Lord, I lived under a ſoul-poyſoning 
Innovator, one that was for formalitie more 
then reali 
ched ch 


3- Canſt 


4 Godly Miniſtry. 


3- Canſt thou plead that thou livedſt yn- 
der a ſoul-pining dry Nurſe , one that did 
not, or could not feed us with the fincere 
milk of thy Word, one from whom.thou ne- 
ver heardfſt a ſoul-ſolid, a ſoul-working Ser- 
men all thy life ? I appeal .co your Conſci- 
ences, have you not heard often of your mi- 
ſeries, and Gods mercie, and Chriſts merity ? 
Have you not heard often of the necellitie of 
a holy life ? Oh the convictions, informati-« 
ons, exhortations , perſwaltons , direQions, 
you have enjoyed and lived under ! Hath nor 


o- a 


Anatomie, (not of the Councel of Trent } buc 
of Gods Book, been ſhewed to thee ? What 
ſhall | fay, hath not Hell and Damnation toall 
rebellions, and Heaven and Salvation to all 
rrue penitent ſouls, been preached to you ? 

' 4. Orcanſt thou ſay that thou livedſt un- 
der a ſoul-miſguiding guide , as 1. A blind 
Seer a blind Watchman,a blind Leader ofthe 
blind , one who knew not Heavens way ? 
Canſt thou ſay thou livedſt under ſuch a crea- 
ture that is not to be found in Chriſts Cata- 
Jogue, an Idol-preacher, as in Pſalm 135, 15, 
16, 17. verſes, read that. Or 2. If not ig- 
norant , Yet one ſo vicious, that he pulled 


np with his fair tongue ? Canſt thou ſay thou 
livedſt under one, who by his converſation 
gave his Dodrine the lye ? Wilt thou be 2 
ble to plead thusat the great day?or wilt rhou 
be able ro ſay 


thy ſtate by nature been ripped up, and the 


down more with his foul hands, then he built 


5, T hat 
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5. ' That thou haſt lived under a ſou!-yn- 
ſetling Temporizer. What would he notdo 
rather then he would loſe his Living ? which 
made me think Religion to. be bur a fancie. 
Wilt chou be able co ſay at the great Day, 
Lord, it was my fad lot and portion to live 
under the Miniſtry of ſuch a one, who tuned 
his Fiddle co the times of every one? I, or 
laſtly, JOS | Fs” 

Wile thou be able to ſay thou livedſt under 
a ſoul-deſtroying , diſ-countenancer of all 
puritie and holineſs ? one (perhaps) though 
no dunce, or drunkard, yer a profane ſcof- 
fer, one that preached holineſs out of his 
Pulpit, and Pariſh, and Houſe, and the like. 


But firft of all, we can through grace ap- 
peal in this caſe both to the Lord andto your 
{e]ves, thatir hath nut been ſo with you. 


2. Conſider how unexcuſable you will be, 
if you live and die in yvur ignorance, impe- 
nitencie, and unbelief. 


I. Confider, wecan in this caſe appeal both 
tothe Lord and co your ſelves. 1. To the 
Lord : we are able wich an humble boldneſs 
to appeal co him, and fay, Lord, thou know- 
eſt we have given this people warning, Zzek, 
3-18. Now bleſſed be the Lord, we can hum- 
bly appeal to his Majeſtie, Oh Lord, thou 
knoweft we have warned the wicked to turn 

C from 


WF: 


The great Benefit of 


from his wicked way, and the profane frotu 
his profaneneſs , and the ſuperſtitious from 
his ſaperſticion , and the ſchiſmatical from 
his ſchiſm, and the formal from his formali- 
tie, and the civil honeſt man from reſting in 
his moralitie, Oh blefſed be thy name, we 
have endeayoured to take. off this people 
from all their ſandy , quagmoiry foundati- 
ons ! Lord, thon knoweſt our prayers for 
them. And ſo 

2. Toappeal to you: And this wasa very 
great comfort to St. Par! , that he could 
appeal to the people themſelves, as Air 20, 
26,27. This was apgreat comfort to him ; 
and bleſſed be the God of Grace, it is a 
great comfort to us, that we can take you to 
record, that we are pure from your blood ; 
we have not ceaſed to declare all that the 
Fatherha th ſhewn to us ; we have not been 
affrighted by any man , or mens frowns, 
nor debanched to conceal any part thereof 
by any mans ſmiles. 


2+ Conſider howy inexcuſable you will be,if you 
live and die in Your 1gn0yance, impeniteyey, and 
znbelief Ezek.3 0. Dikerve it,if you miſcarry 
for Erernitie, the blood of your ſouls will not 
'becharged on us; nay,it will beon yonr own 
heads : And thereforethe Apoſtle Pag!, when 


he preached Chriſt to the Jews, and they op-. 


poſed and blaſphemed, their blood was upon 
their own heads, as AT; 18.5,6, Oh _ 
er 
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der it | if your Miniſters have been faithful, 
they are clear, and free, and guiltheſs ; the 


Lord will never charge che blood of ſouls on 


them. Conſider it therefore; how ſpeechleſs 
will you be az the great day,if you liveand dic 
in pry not the Lord fay ol this place, 
as he did of Capern2um, fot. 11.23. for thou 
haſt enjoyed the Miniſtry of many ofmy ſer- 
yants : Dare any of you meet us in the 
day of judgement, under whoſe Miniſtry you 


have lived in an unregenerate eſtate, and 


ſay that you have Jived under a ſoul-betray- 
ing, non-reſident one ; or under a ſoul-poy- 
ſoning Innovator ; or a ſoul-pining dry- 
nurſe 3 or 2 ſoul-miſguiding guide 3 or a 
ſoul-unſercled Temporizer 3 or a foul-de- 
ſtroying diſ-countenancer, in an unregene- 
rate eſtate ? The Lord will chen make you 
to know what it was to have a faithful La- 
bourer among you, as Exek, 33. 33- Then, 


- When you ſhall be convinced in your own 


Conſciences, you ſhall chen ſay, you heard 
all thoſe things , and we cannot ſay we 
were unWarned, either in in or danger ; we 
cannot ſay we were untaught our dutie ei- 
ther to God or man; we had precept on 
precepts but we {lighted all warning, and ex- 

ortation, and direftion, therefore now are 
Jolt and undone everlaſtingly. So much may 
ſerve for the firſt Le. 


The ſecond Liſe is a uſe of D:retion, 2” of 
C 2 | which Dir:hion. 
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which will fall into many very ſuitable and 
praQical particulars, whereto Ido beſeech 
you to hearken unto, as the words ofa dy- 
ing man do commonly take the deepeſt im- 


preſſion on the ſurviving hearers. Now this 
-may be, for all that I know, my laſt words 
to you in this place ; therefore Tbeſeech you 
to hear me An interruption, a ſuſpenſion 


'of my weak worthleſs pains and labour a- 


mong you there will be, for any thing I 


know , from this day ; but obſerve it is 
no Refignation from me, or my Reverend 


Brother ; and therefore what other difſolu. 


tion of the propertie and relation between : 


your Paſtour and yon, there may be, as of 
that 'mutual intercourſe, I ſhall nut account 
orcall it a forfeiture of his place, whatever 
others may -call it, let them call it what they 
will. Then hearken to my words, as the 
words of a dying man, yet not dead, but a- 
live, and perhaps ſhall nor die, but live and 
declare the Word of the Lord, and hold 
forth the Word of the Lord to you many a 
time in this place, when ever it pleaſeth Cod 
to ſet oPen a door for me. 


If itbe ſo, That the Migiſters ſoundneſs in 
Doctrine, aud holineſs of Life and Comverſat;- 
on, do lay a greas obligation on 6 people daely and 
conſc;enciuſly to prattice every commanded duty, 
Then from this DorineI would ſuggeſt and 
leaye with you ſeveral words and hints of 

coun» 
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counſel : And oh that the Lord God of Hea- 
ven would effettually engrave and ſet them 
home on every one of your hearts! 


My firſt Counſel is this , That whey the 
Lord raketh away ſuch Miniſters , whoſe De- 
Ariue is ſound, and their Live; exemplarily ho- 
ly, you wenld then be duely apprebenſgve, and 
deeply ſenſible, both of the infliting cauſe, and 
als of the meyitorions deſerying cauſe there= 
of . 
I, For the infliling cauſe; and that is the 
Lord himſelf, Iſa. 3. 1,2, Who it that ta- 
beet away from 8 people the natural ſtaff, and 
the civil ſtaff, the ſpiritual flaff , ſaith the 
Prophet ? The Lord, the Lordoef Hoſts. Who 
ever it be that is the inſtrument, it is certain 
it is the Lord himſelf that is the principal 
efficient cauſe of this judgement on a peo- 
ple ; and this wil! appear, if we conſider, 

I. The Lord hath threatned this judge- 
ment on a rebellious people, Amos 8, 11,12. 
7 (faith the Lord) will bring this judgement 
ox them. A moſt dreadful ſpiritualjudgment ! 
Gods Word is the ſpiritual food of our ſpi- 
ritual lives 3 and therefore, as the granting 
of it is a bleſling indeed, ſo the withholding 
of it is a judgement indeed. This irefall, 
dreadful judgement the Lord, we ſee, threa- 
tens, yea, thatis not all, the Lord hath nor 
only threatned it, but 

2, Inflicted ic As, the Lord hath taken 

WET: C3 away 
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22 
.-- + away his faithful Meſſengers and Embaſſa- , 
dours, 
x. Sometimes by death, out of the world, 


out of the land of the living. And thus the 
Lord took away the Prophet Exoch , Gen. 
$5. 24. And 

2. Sometimes by removal. Thus the Lord 
took away the Propher Font from Iſpael 
and ſent him to Ninive, as Jongh 1. 2. And 
thus Paul and Barnabas went away from the 
Fewer, and turned to the Gentiles, as vAtts 
I3. 4+ | 
: Q Sometimes by deprivation. A time 
there was, when the good Pritſts and Levies 
were forced to flee their own places and poſ- 
ſcſlions, 2 Chron. 11-13, 14. 

4. Sometimes by Suſpenlionh. Thas a time 
there was, When it ws ſaid ta the Seers, ſee 
nt, and tothe Prophets, propbeſie not, Iſa. 30. 
9,10. Thus atime there was, when people 


Mm” ASD qe,,y ma & oo a. wc. 


would have Paſtors , but would not en- S 
dure faithful Jeremiah ; 5 and a time there b 
was that there was a Law made, Liok ye ſpeak, Oi 
ng moye in the name of Feſtus, Aﬀts 4. 18. and ſe 
a time there was, when Pazxl, and Tymothe- c| 
#s, and Silvanus, were forbid to preach to 

the Gentiles, as 1-Theſ. 2.15, 16. Thuswelee R& 
che Lord himſelf hath inflicted this dread- vW 
ful Judgement on a people 3 and the Lord at 
hath divers wajes, and methods and means to T 
inflidt it, | I 
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3- Conſider, The Charch and people of the 
Lord hath been very ſenfible of the Lords bang 
in this Fudgement,as we may ſeein Pſal. 74.1. 
8 9. verſes compared. Why,what isthe mat- 
ter 7 as ifthey have ſaid, God was wont here. 
cofore to pive us figns and tokens, he would 
even work miracles for us ; the Lord would 
ſend us ſome Prophets to converſe with, 
and inſtru& us ; we had thoſe that could 
tell us how long our troubles ſhould laſt ; 
bat now we ſee no ſign, the Lord leaveth 
us as it were to the wide world, and how 
ſenſible was che Lords Church in this judge- 
ment? as yer. 1. of that Pſalm. This. is the 
firſt endeavour , We are to be duely ſenſible, 
and deeply apprehenſive of the infliding cauſe of 

mu 4 Fudgement ; and thatis theLord him. 
ſelf. ; 

2. Of the meritorious Cauſe, and that is 
Sin. Say not we, it is long of ſuch or ſuch, 
bur it is long of our ſelves, we may thank 
our ſelyes for this, and we appeal to your 
ſelves, whether this judgement may not be 
charged 

1. From the general inflexibleneſs & untra. 
Qableneſs of people under the Miniſtry ofthe 


| Word: For this very cauſe the Lord plagued 


and poured his vengeance upon the Ten 
Tribes , as in 2 Kings 17. from yer- 13. to 
19. The Lord teſtified againſt Iſragl by all the 
Prophets, and by all the Seers, ſayzg, Turn you 
; Eng " from 
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from your evil wayes 3. notwithſtending they 


wogld not bear. And for this very cauſe did 
the Lord afterwards plague all Judab , as 
Ferem. 29.17.18, 19. And forthis very rea- 
fon did the Lord Jeſus Chriſt remove Paul 
from Feryſalem, becauſe the people were a 
itiff-necked people, and they would not re- 
ceive Parls teftimonie concerning Jeſus, as 
Ads 22.18. Pant had a great delire to ſtay 
at Jeruſalem, as appeared by his reaſoning 
with the Lord, as ver. 19, 20, But what 
ſaith the Lord Chriſt? ver. 2y. Now can 
England, can London plead not guilty of this 
hainous provocation , a general unflexible- 
neſs, untraftableneſs, under a Conſcience- 
ranſacking, a Conſcience-ſearching Miniſtry? 
\W hat ſhall the Lord do with ſuch a people, 
under ſuch a Miniſtry ? Is it not juſt with 
God to let them alone that are profane and 
ſuperſtitious ? let there be like people, like 
Prieſts ? letthe blind lead the blind, and lec 
the wicked, rebellious Miniſtei lead a wicked, 
looſe people, that both may periſh together 
everlattingly. 

2. The unfruitfulneſs, formalitie , luke- 
warmneſs, declining of Gods own people ; 
and for this the Lord threatens the Church 
of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 4, 5. Thave(faith Chriſt) 
ſomewhet againſt thee, thou baſt left thy firit 
love ; though nor abſolutely for nature, yer. 
eminently for meaſure : And can Enzlend, 
can Leondn plead not miley of this ſad pro- 
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yocation ? Now indeed we cannot but ob. 

ſerve, and approve of your flocking to the 
Lords Ordinances, as Doves to the holes of 
a Window 3 but did you do ſo ſome moneths. 


gon 2 Oh your voluntary and fearful di-. 


ſtra&ions, avocations, diverſions from the 


worſhip and ſerviee of God! And is it not 
juſt with the Lord co take away that abun- 


dance, and choiſe of ſpiritual helps a people 
had when rhey approved not of them, yea 
when they undervalued, and deſpiſed, an 

abuſed them ? Oh the Lord God help us all 
to affe& our ſouls, and to lay our ſelves low 


| before his all-ſeeing Majeſty for our provo- 


king him to do this ! and endeavour to be 
duly apprehenſive, and deeply ſenſible of 
the infliting cauſe, and meritorious cauſe 
thereof. K 


2. Take beed of a profane delight in looſe, 
lewd, wicked, diſſolute Miniſters. And herewe 
will premiſe two or three things. 


I. Too many people are too ready ts eg- 
vil at many Miniſters without a cagſe. The 
life of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour , was 
it not traduced? did not ſome ſay that he 
was a friend to Publicans and finners 7. We 
ſee Chrilt was cavilled at , and quarrelled 
with by ſome: And thus the holy Apoſiles, 
their lives were tradnced, they went through 
ey1] report, as well as good report, 2 Cor. 


10,2» 


- 
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10.2. And thus Athansfius, who was tradu < 
ced for an Adulterer by the Arians; and ſo 
Luther and Calvin are repreſented and re. 
ported by the Papilts, as if they had been 
tae vileſt creatures in the world ; The wicked 
man cavils at, an. finds (pots, at leaſt do what 
he can to find (pots in the Sun ; and ſome 

who are nor ſo wicked, do look for an E- 
yangelical perfeftion in Miniſters, and all 


theirs, their wiyes, and rheir children , and 


their ſervants , and their company : How 
ready are people groſly and uncharitably to 
cenſure a Miniſter for any, yea, the leaſt rhey 
diſcern in him , or his; and is this their 
vertue ? nay, is it not their vice and cor- 
ruption ? 


2. It is na breach of the (hurches peace, no 
argument of a contentions and unquiet ſpirit in 
s Minifter, t ſpeskvilely of vile Miniſters and 


enemies of the Churches peace. Why , who 


are they ? Fobn Baptiſt tells us, hecalls them 
vipers, a generation of vipers : why, were they 
not Preachers ? Matth. 3.7. and will you fay 


ear Fobn Baptift was a man of a contentious 


ſpirit, of an anquiet ſpirit? And who were 
they whom onr bleſſed Saviour calls a gene- 
ration of viperz? as atth. 12.34, 35, 39- 
and who were they that our Saviour calls a 
generation of viper, and an evil and adulterons 


generation ? were they not Preachers ? and 


itis very obſervable, both John Baptiſt, and 
OR O'lr 
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our Saviour did call choſe Preachers thus, e- 
venin thehearing of them who were their or- 
dinary hearers;z and do but obſerve what 
ftrangetearms of diſgrace $.Peter gives them, 
2 Pet.2.12. to certain Preachers inhis time, 


ver, 14. what ſtrange tearms doth the Apoſtle 


give Choſe Teachers, whoſe pernicious ways 
many would follow, as ia ver.2. of that chap. 
bur did not the Scribes and Phariſees fic in 
Moſes Chair ? and did they not preach ſome 
good DoErine , inſomuch that Jeſus Chriſt 
bids the peoplehear them, andobſerve what 
they ſaid,though not what they did, as Matth. 
23+ I,2,3- Therefore may ſome lay, It (eem- 
eth ſtrange, that Chriſt ſhould thus diſgrace 
the Scribes and Plwriſces, was hot this the way 
to make their Miniftry contemptible ? 

Firſt, It is very clear and undeniable that 
there were a generation of picttifuſ ſorry 
Teachers, as in Ma1th.g. 36. Why, did not 
the people enjoy the teaching of the Scribes 
and Phariſees ? yes, they did ; but the Scribes 
and Phariſees wereIdol Shepherds, they knew 
not how to feed their flock , and therefore 
Chriſt lookt on the people asſheep ſcattered 


' abroadfor all the Scribes and Phariſees. They 


did notunderſtand that there was heart-mur- 
der , or heart-adultery , until our blefſed 
Saviour inſtrufted them. The Scribes and 
Phariſees they did but ſtrike at the bough 
onely, butour Saviour preached with autbo- 
rity and nos as the Scribes did. And withall 


anſwer, SCe- 
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Secondly , That beyond all peradventare 


our bleſſed Saviour faw that- although the 
Scribes and Phariſees did teach ſome truths, 
yet by their life and dorine they did more 
miſcheif then good, and therefore the more 


credit they had among the people the more. 


miſcheif ctey werelike todo; and therefore 
from hence our blefſed Lordand Saviour calls 
them #4 generation of vipers. But I hope you will 
not count it an argument of the breach of the 
Churches peace to ſpeak vildely ofa vile Mi. 
niſtry. It was no morethen Fohn Baptiſt did, 
and then our Saviour did. 
Thirdly, No mans fin deſerves fo ſharply to 
bo reproved as the fins of Miniſters, becauſe 
their fins of all others are the cheif {ins com- 
mitted in a land ; at the SanAuary pro- 
phaneſs too tov often begins. 
when Gods people met in their publick faſts 
made ſolemn confeſlion of thoſe ins of the 
firft magnirude, by which they had moſt pro- 
voked the Lord, they do make confeſſion 
chiefly of the fins of their Magiſtrates and 


their Miniſters.Neh. 9.33,34+ The Fews there 
bewailed the (ins of their Magiſtrates and Mi-, 


niſters,as the particular cauſe of their plagues. 
Oh the (ins of Teachers are the Teachers of 
fin, and therefore no mans lin deſerves eo be 
ſo ſharply reproved , as the ſcandalous fins 
of Miniſters. Now if you Joye your 
ſouls, take heed and beware of a profane de- 
light in lewd, looſe, difſolute Miniſters. No 

; nac 


Therefore. 


4 Godly Miniſtry. 

finde the Lord complaining of the wickedneſs 
of the Prophets, and of the Prieſts andPeople, 
as Fer.5.lt; the People did takea profane de- 
light in falſe Prophets,and in pollaced Prieſts; 
and'ſo likewiſe in the Prophet Mzcab, chap.2 
ver,11, the people, although they didep=-. 
poſe the Prophet Mich and other true Pro- 
phets, yet they did approve of, and delighe 
infalſe Prophets, ſuch as were of their uwn 
leven, their own way and mould, ſuch as 
would flatter them; and promiſe them wine 
and ſtrong drink ; and are there not many 
ſuch ea in the world, thathad rather hear 
ſuch a Miniſter , than ſuch as preach cloſe. 
walking with God, and of getting to Heaven 
under pain of damnation? Will you cry up, 
and will you profanely delight in a Miniſtery 
that ſhall preach, Peace, Peace, to all profane 
rebellious people; in ſhort, ſuch a one as 
will poyſon you in his DoQrine, or in his 
example? 

Thirdly, Take heed and beware of a fin- 
full. idolizing of godly, faithfull, Miniſters; 
the Apoſtle decriesthis with much zeal, arden- 
cy, and fervency of ſpirit, what is Paxls plan- 
ting, and what is C Fpolloes watering, 1 Cor.3. 
5,6. as excellent gifts, youns and graces as 
theſe men had, yetthey look higher : (o it is 
your dity to look aboye mens parts, and 
above mens gifts and graces : Paw! and Apollo 
cannoe give increaſe ; Paul indeed may plant, 


but there is no rooting indeed of theſe Rm. 
Ut 
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but by Chriſt. And reade verſe 7. it is God, 


and he onely that can give incregſe: as Eliſees 


Servant could carry his Maſters ſtaff 23d lay is 


onthe dead child, but the child could nar be - 


raiſed to life until Zliſhs came himſelf, thus 
odly faithfull Miniſters can but lay Gods Mef- 
ſage before you, but unleſs the Lord ſet ito 


che heart, never a dead ſoul can be raiſed from 
the death of fin to the life of grace and hol 


neſs. Remember , godly and faithfall Mini- 
ſters , although they have the Lords Sword, 
yet they havenot the Lord Chriſts Arm ; aud 
alas what can the Lord Chriſts Sword do with- 
out his Arm ? | 

Fourthly, Takeheed of being leavened with 
prejudice againſt the Miniſtry of the Word, 
becauſe of the miſdemeanour or miſcarriage of 
the Miniſter. Surely the efficacy of the Word 
aad Sacraments doth not depend on the qua. 
lity of the Miniſter. It is the Word of the 
Lord that conyerts, not the perſon of the 
Diſpenſer or Speaker. A ſeed that is ſown in 
a good (oy!, may, yea will grow andthrive, 
z|t10ugh pechaps the Sower bad a very dirty 
hand ; as 2 Cor. 3.2,3. the Apoſtle tals the 
Corintbians, that they are, ſaith he, the Epi- 
Jile of Chrifes Miniſtry by ws; the Hand js Chrifts, 
Miniſters are but the Pen. Hence it was, that 
che Miniſtry of the Scribes and Phariſees was 
not to be rejeQed, but to be eſteemed,ſo-long 
as they failed not inthe ſubſtance thereof; and 
bence the Apoſtle rejoyceti that Chriſt was 

prea- 
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preached of the falſe Apoſtles, Pbil.1.15,16, 
17,18. though out of envie; take heed there- 
foreand beware of 2 total ſeparation from, 


- differting of, and forſaking Church-afſem- 


blies : and yet [ conceive it is a very rarething 
for unconverted Miniſters to convert ſome. 
For what faith the Lord by the Prophet Ze- 
phenia,Zeph. 3. 1,2,3,4. Ob ſaith the Lord, zo 
Feruſalem , that hath ſuch Prophets aud ſuch 
Prieſts, woe to ſuch # City, to ſuch aCountry, 
to ſacha Pariſh; and what ſaith Chriſt himſelf 
in Matth.15.14. Let them alone ; oft times it 
falls out ſo, that it made Archbiſhop Abbot 


ſpeak in a LeQure of his, and profeſs, that 


his heart did even bleed within him, to think | 


of the precious ſouls of many people who had 
ſuch Miniſters, that if they had not been in 
the Miniſtry, they would not have been fir 
Hogherds for Swine. And yet we maſt re. 
member notto tie the efficacy of the Word 
and Sacraments tothe goodneſs or badneſs of 
a Miniſters perſon. 

Fifthly , Take heed and beware of being 
leavened with prejudice againſt all Miniſters, 
becauſe of the vileneſs and monſter-like un- 
beſeeming carriage of ſome Miniſters. It hath 
been ed over and over, that ſome Mini- 
ſters evil, licentious carriage and converſati- 
ons are notorious z the Lord knows, too ma- 
ny Miniſters have Zſaxs hands with Facobs 
voice : whatthen, muſt this redound co the 
general diſgrace ofall Miniſters ? Becauſe ſome 

| "Pro- 
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profeſſors ofthe Law livelawlefs, mult tliere- 
fore all be cenſured and condemned for law. 
lefslivers ? Becauſe Judas was a Devil, anda 
ſon of perdition, will you therefore ſay that 
all the Diſciples of Chriſt were naught ? Per. 
haps yeu do know ſome Sir Fobns, (ome blind 
Seers, ſome blind watchmen, who know not 
Heavens way, ſome blind droans ; or ſecond- 
ly, ſome that carry themſelves inſolently, as 
Fer. 20.1,3. as Paſher did ; or thirdly, ſome 
that are too £00 like that evil ſervant in the 
Golſpel,as Lukg 12,45. or perhaps you know 
fourthly, ſome apoſtatizing Demuſſes , who 
mbrace this preſent world, and revolt from 
their principles and profeſſion, as 2 Tim.4.10. 
Or perhaps you know, fifthly, ſome aſpiring 
and climbing Diatrephes , as 3 fobn 9g. per- 
haps you know fame ſuch as theſe as I have 
inttanced, what then ? is there any profeſlion 
as it were, but it hath a certain skum ? why 
then in the face of ſome, who thorow grace 
are free from theſe miſcarriages, take heed 
and beware of being leavened with prejudice 
againſt all Miniſters, becaufe of the vilenet 
and miſcarriage of ſome. 

Sizrhly, Be earneſt with the Lord for a 
godly, faithfull Miniſtry, whoſe labour and 
pains among the people the Lord uſeth to 
bleſs. . The Locd Jeſus Chiiſt is the great Pa- 


tron of all Livings, as aReverend man, now 


in Heaveg, once ſaid ; He can preſent whom 


he will co a Pariſh, and he can reſtore whom 
he 


men from th ir iniquity ; and .ver-$- 1o it way 
iid of Zerneh EY ee” wwe 


7. Beexrnelt with the Lord,that the refining 
Þ | Work 
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' Work of a Natjonal Reforttiation, a City, a 


Connery, a Fathily-Reformation, a petfonal 
Reformation may beyit ar 'the refinihg and 
frirging of Minifters: Noe will detly, but 
that there is great need"ofs Reforttharfoi 3 
thereis nonevf you'bnt will confeſs, that the 
ſeed of Jeaverthad need ſomietiines tobe wih- 
fiowed outfrota ambay us, 'as 2 Chror.2y.48. 
Fezekiob began ar the Pritfty and Levites, He- 


xikrab bepdi his reformation at hem 5 and. 


thits at 610 fitft reformze Mi, the Proceſiants 
didthenaffitih; that therecould never be any 
good mation, winleſs 'they begait at the 
Court of. Rome: and it*is very obſervable, 
thar' whets the Prophet IpeMs of the Lord 
Chriſts coming, 48 a refitingfite, and as Ful- 
lers ſoap , *this alfo is ptophefied of fefining 
theſons of *L#vi, aai.2:2.* when he ffiall pu- 
ritie the ſonk:of Levi,” wiith he (half purge 
them as gold and filver';**as*it was ih 'Fadah, 
in that good Reign oF thit' good King Hett- 


kiah, 2 Chron.29.34, the Priefts were too ten 


there; and as it vis in Frutleb then, whether 


it benotſo in England now, I aftirimr not, bur 
leave yo to judge. But a Minifters ſorindnef 


in Do&rineand holineſs of life and convert 


tion, ſhould lay a greit obligation on a pt6- 


ple, duly and conſcieticioufly co prafiice 6vt- 


ry command to duty. Ari this nay fuftic 
for the ſecond DoArine. Come we wow to 
the third Do&rine deduſable to be handled 
jrom this Text; and that is this, That iz 6 
j 


2! 


due praflice of commended tnties, Gods people. 


may warrantably and ginfidently expel munch of 


= ry preſence of the God of peacg, even in 
the 


tamer. Theſe things think on, faith 

le, ver.$. thaſe things do, faith the 

A inche Text; and what then? the God 
fr ſhall be with you, In the due praticeof 
commanded ducies, Gods le may confi- 

de ndy expet much of the graciots prefence 
of the God of peace in the work of times : 

Then cake counſel from this Do&rine, that 
you thay have the gracious prefence of the 

God of peace with you; and if this Pulpic 

wers thy dedth-bed, I ſhould gire ſuch coun- 

ſel ag theſe following to you. 

Firſt, Crown the Prince of peace, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in your hearts and lives; I ay, 
crown the Prince of peace , the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in your hearts and lives, ceceive him 
as your Lord and King , ſet a crown on his 
head here inyoar heatts and lives, and he will 
crown you with peace in this life, and ſet a 
Crown of Gloty, 4 Crown of Immortality 
on your heads in thelife tocome, if you have 
Chtift, you have all chingy, -all bony gra- 
on, all ſpiritual comforts, all cemporil ble 
ſings ; if you bave Chriſt, God will, God can 
pgs youall thingy that are good for you? 
without Obrift, you are not, anil you can do 
dofhing that isxcceptable with God. 

. Therefore this is my firſt Counſel to you, 
Crown the Prince of ptace, the Lord Feſtc 
D 3 Chriſt, 
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bs .Ebriſt, in yoier bearts and lives. ©" + . 
Secondly ,. Then .maintain a conſtant and 
conſcientious intimate communion with the 
God of peace: It was good counſel which 
Elipbas gave to:Fob,: Fob 22.21. Would you 
have much :of: the preſence. of the God. of 
peare ? Oh: then frequently fall down-andiye 
at the foot-ſtool of the Lords Throne, for |, 
grace, and for peace;. and -when-you-do ſo, 
be not unmindfuall of us, who have often been 
your mouths to God,and Gods mouth to you. 
And to engage-and encourage you herein, 
conlider. TIBGETS 5g DOE | 

Firſt, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt. hath promi- 
ſed to be with his poor Miniſters always, even 
'to the end of the world, Maith.28 .x{t; If all- 
. ways, not.in the Pulpit onely ;:no, the. Lord 
hath promiſed to be with his faithfull-ſervants 
our of the Pulpit as well as in the Puipit ; in 
 the-priſon ſealing the eruth, as well as: in--the 
 Pulpic preaching . the. truth :: Oh then, will 
- you put this in ſuit by prayer, That the. Lord 
Ciriit will be with his poor :Miniſters eo the 
end of the world. 2. We ſhall not fail to-pray 
for you, 1 Same12.23. : Our ſequeſtring from 
our preaching-work from.yau, will give-us 
adyantageto ſay. out more time to fetch fighs 
from our hearts in..prayingiwork for you ; 
.and1 ttuſt the Lord will give us heares, .[o to 
1mproveour time foryou, asSemuel (aid; 1o 
God fjorbid-ws. ſhould fin againit the Lord in cea- 

. ſing t2 pray for you, as Peter did: to the people 
TR 4 with 
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with a promile, as 1 Pet. 5-10. and not « onely 
for you ; bat 


- 


Secondly, Evenfor fuck! as hw treated us 
ſomewhat uncivilly and unkindly, to ſay. no 
more of them, although the number of them 
are very jnconfiderable 3 but for ſuch, I 
truſt we ſhall-not forget 4in our prayers - 
As Moſes fell down on his face for the chil- 
dren of 1ſrael, when they treated him very 
unkindly, and (pit in his Now [ cruſPwe ſhall 
not forget Moſes prayer for the people : And 
ſo, whea they danced before their Idol, Fe- 
remiab wept for thoſe in his time , as Jerem, 
13- 17. And. that we ſhall] not forget Fere- 
mizh, weeping for you: And I cruſt like- 
wiſe, that we (hall remember $ tephen, being 
on his knees for his perſecutors , powring 
out his life and prayer together, As 7. 60. 
I doubt not but my Reverend Brother, and 
my ſelf, ſhall remember Pazls willingneſs, to 


ſprndgnd to be ſpent both in prayer and Preaching 


or you #ll. Though the more abundantly he 
loved , the leſs he was beloved, z Cor. 
12,15, 


3. Maintain and nouriſh all tenderneſs in 


your Conſcience all your dayes: Oh go nor 


without , much leſs againſt the diCtates cf 
Conſcience ! revel not againſt the lizhe of 
it; beware of ſtifling and ſupprelſ ag a warn= 


. Ing coulcience , left a warning conſcience 


D 3 prove 
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frove a gnawing conſcience, and prove a 
cormenting conſcience : And coafider, Firft 

Remorle of conſcience hath an eye againſt 
all fin paſt. Secondly, Tendernefs of con- 
ſcience , which hath an eye to all fin to 

eome. Take heed then of all calmneffe of 
heart. | | 


Fourthly , Take heed of Apoftatizing. 
Chryſoſtome hath a notable ſaying namely, 
That Miniſters bave a greater 8r 0 le. becanſe 
they never find their work as they leave it, « 
other workmen do. Oh in how ſhore a time 
doth a poor Minifter find all his work put 
out of frame and order ! Did noe Moſes find 
itſo? Exod. 32.8. Moſerhadnoſoonercurnd 
his back as it were, but the peopleweretur- 
ned out of Gods way of worthip. And 
did not Paul find it (>? Gal. 1. 6, The Ga- 
lathians were quickly removed; Peyl was 
but lately gone from them, and they were 
quickly apofſtatized. Now this commeth to 
paſs, 


Firſt, It is by Reaſon of a crafty, ſubeil, 
deceitful Devil ; As in the Goſpel we read, 
While men ſlept, the Enemy came and ſowed 
ztares, Matth.13. 25. And who this Enemy 
is,we may ſee in Chrifts exponnding the Pa» 
rabie, Ver. 39. 


And ſecondly, Partly by Reafon of mens 
| own 


v* Ws »v 


p ofthy foul, 2nd ev 
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Own deceitful bea 
it, There 1s 81 evibh 
beſt ; it dweals in 4h6;b 
the wicked; 
evi} hearts of ins 
purting fram the living $9. 


Thirdly , ir is partly by Rada of de- | 


ceitchu} workers, 4s: the Apoltlecylls falſe A. 
paſtles, *. Txit partly by reaſon of ſych ?. Then 
take heed of apoſtatizing, fram truch 
of oa puricy of forſhip ,/Qr. practice 
of Converſation. 

1. From truth of Polrine., Be not wea- 
ry of oldtruths ; take heed, and beware of 
king aſter novel Noftrines; that pi and 


heware. of admirjpg this or -that opinion, 


which, as new lights, drop down from Hea- 
but 2s the tmoak of the 


Fr 


ven, hut j 
bottomleſs pit ©. - 

2. Fre purity of Warſkip alſo. Let por 
your zeal be cold, but kindled againſt every 
braceles af cheScarlgt hore. How often doth 
the Apaltle call the people adulterers and a- 


Fades becauſe t iGo ; —_ from the 


Word and Worlkip o 

3» So Praftice and Couverſation. Prize 
pipe), lore is, and live accordingly to 
hy can ſtancy look on every motion 
a&jon of thy life, as 


+ ſep 9 lite, or a | — © top 
towards 


8 Heb. AY obſerye . 
e-of uphe| ief in the . 

bye it. reigns in. 
Aud what 55 that.?. one of theſe. 
PoRafiaings 1 de- 
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. towards Heaven, or a ſtep to Hell, Heb. 10. 


38: To eloſe chis Coinlel, che Author of 
the Hebrews w_— inthe Lord, proteſting 
apainſt Apoſtatizing. If *iny man draw back 
from Gotpet-principle, ad Goſpel-worſhip, 
or from a Goſpel-converfation , faith 
Lord, If any man drgw back thus , my Soul 
ſoall' have no phraſure it bim.* Tremble then 
at this, thoii Apoſtatizer, whoever chou art} 
whereever thou fitteſt or ſtandeft, My Sox 
Ball have no pleaſure in thee. | loath andabo- 
minate that perſon, faith the Lord. 


* 5, All of yenthen ftndy peace,and particu- 
larly you who do unfeignedlyi et your hearts 
and faces towards Heaven, ſtudy peace, and 
follow after it ; thoiigh it 'run from yon, 

urſue after it, You profeſs your ſelves to 

e them that are trily fearing God} and 
truly honouring the King , and truly lo- 
ving one another, Oh then ſeek peace. 


You who do unfeigned|yſee your hearts and 
faces towards Heaven, ſtudy peace alway, and 
decline all dividing principles and praQices 
among you z and thae you may not either 
breed or feed circumſtantial differences , or | 
ſubſtantial divifrons , confider , God isthe 
God of Peafge ; qur Saviour is the Prince 
of. Peace ; our Comforter is the Comforter 
of Peace ; our Calling '5s the Calling of | 

| Peace 3 


« Godly Miniſtry. 


Peace 3 our Way is the Way of Peace. Oh 
that we may ſo live in Peace, chat the 

. GodofLove andPeace may dwell 

- with us; and that che God 

of Peace may live with us 
here, that wemay live 
with the God of 
Peace hereafter ! 


0” 
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Mr. Bull of Newing- 
ron-Green his Far- 
vvel Sermon, 


John 14, 16. 


Aud I will ſend the Father and be ſhal 
Live you another Comforter , that 
be mgy abide with you for ever, 


ow: HE Obſervation that IT eom- 
$$, mended to you out of theſe 
Sx words, was this, 


-. It 4 the great work for which 

| " the Spirit of Cbrift is given by 

' Gog, to comfort the hearts of h;4 people. y 
ou 


The Spirit of Chriſt 


You may remember that I have' formerly '" 
opened the truth to you, and haye [hewel- © 
Lon het this Spiritual comfort is, that the 

pirir of Chriſt works in the hearts of hi * ©9 
Diſtiples:  I-gave it you in this Deſcription 


It isthat inward, ſpiritual ſatisfaRion, thi 
the hezrt of a graciqus perſon- finds ing 2K 
chrough Jeſus Chriit, in all the various di 
penſations of God towards him , whered| ; 
he is enabled to go on in cheerfalneſs in tt ; 
way that God would have him, whether i N 
be by a way of doing,. or of ſuffering. An , 


herein I ſhewed, - _ 
1. The nature of the ſpiritual ſatich |, © 
Rion. = 


2. The Author of it, It is God by b 
Sprit. oy” —_ 
RR Objett of it, God through Jeſt ,,_. | 
Chriſt. © © d 

4+ The proper Subje of this inward ſp oy 
ritual comforc, the people of God, : 

5: and laſtly, The EffeCts of the (pirits Py 
comfort ; it 15 to ſtrengthen the heart, bet"c11. 
to do and ſuffer, . | ' 1 ls 
. - Lcanye the laſt time, to ſhew you howt,,. , 
Spirit of God doth this, > OE 


1. -Hedoth it as an enlightning Spirit, RA 
fhewing where comfort is tobe had, by oper, 7 
ing the gyes of the. underſtanding, as hed, - 
Hazors bodily eyes to ſee the well of ® 
fer, 2,0 


1 
X 


4a Chriſtians.Comfort. 
- '2, He doth it as aquickning Spiric, bring- 
ing theſoul into tha capacitie totake 'in'the 
 .comfort;3 for what comfort can a;dead: man 
receive'?;.a: Cordial and:a puddle.is all one 
of hi; - £9 @ dead man.: "+E-"38 TOTO 


pu 3. He works this inward ſpiritual datisfa- 
thy Aion, by:difcovering the-truth of this: vital 
>" Principle:in the Soul :: for a-man may have a 
di principle of Grace and ſpiritual Life in. him, 

w by and not know it, that though he kas the ſpi- 
ae! ritud comfort, yet it is:all oneas if hehad 


; © 
# > : 3- fel 


, t.not,- i 
_ ; Now this.is the great. Queſtion that is de* 
A bated in the heart of a Child of: God;; Whe® 
catich ther he be regenerated and born again? ' whe= 
a ther he hath grace in- his. ſoul, that grace 
by k that will qualific him for glory ? andif he 
) © was fatisfied- as to this, he wonld-not be a 
moment. without comfort ; But he:is afraid 
h Je that he 4s..dead in fin, that he isa ſtranger eo 
Gs the life of grace ; hence ariſeth all his (p- 
ardiF ritual troubles { now the Spirit of God 
. ._ , comes in,andreſolvesithe.caſe,comes intoithe 
PI, (out by - his bright Refle&tions, [and fills our 
t, 0% Culs with comfort: :Now: we have; recav- 
n ed not the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit 
hows yhich is of God. © ot dP, 
4 - The:Spirit of . God is a comforting 
rt, Spirit, as tie-openethths vein of godly ſor- 
x pPxronm in.the foul :.Truly.:this is-the next way 
2. | 


The 6iris of Clrif 
. os pirioudd Lombete, oi when a nizv cif once 
Pirxually mourn for kin, Mettb. 5 
are 't _ mourn, _ ebey fhol bee yr 
Godly forrow opens ee vein, 'an out 
the matter that hinders combore, _ _ 
*M eth inward troublein the foul : A 
th man cates 4 greit delight in godly n= 
bt oh | ies matter of marvellous comfort ts, 
ks fs God, when he 6an kindly mourn fv 
his fins 


The wr of God comforts the ſoil 

= Wy of is a mortifying Spirit. Thus he tak 

that chat is the ground and imatter « 

Belivvets trouble, Bored that {in Chat) 

the carife of his ſotrowy unbelief, i 
ordinate love to the: ori 


50 6. The Spirit of God works comfort i 
pls the hoares of his pedple, by ſetting the 
own (pir £6 feel. for comfore in Gods or 
Way 6d: ; | 


A '  Thelak ching 1 did for the Explication! 
Wl | the Doftrine, wel t@ adil forme Propofitie 
[il and they were ſuch 66 theſe. 


tif 


4, Bled. 


1. Mony @ gracions beart, tha hath a | 


—_—_ — a 


Ss KL a ws wh 
mp mon Meera 


C 6hrifh abs Comefory. 
rs Py Y.O0T - Yeoſha! 
fear the Lord, and had the comforts —u a" 
Holy Ghoſt, .yet! walked i in darkneſs. | 


2. Yor thoſe boſe grorhows' Joute, has have he 


pile of th em This ove og 5 Ag bread 


while the S283 ere On tir ſide oy ons 
Sofſtice of n Chriſtians romfote herh work 
all the day lony ; they ' we not faſted wich 
this every day ; they have the night, wwell 
as the day ; there is a night as WI '#2 thy 
in che heart vf a gracions (dal ; as bt woe 
rel in the evennon courts of mature; the San 
tnly ſine; to day;, bue-it may be} clouded 
30 thorrdi. Fas -N"6s wich thee f -ue tp 


rarer 30.7. bend 4 by'' 
þ ; many nm tb ; oo 
Nt Bide why face do fer 

Gol pe Wi in infled wiſdows, hg 


, nd] Wat 


- difference | berweed- parth and; Hetven, this 


 tharc cohthition whet all forrowWi 


valley of Caurs,' and that ſivec'of gloty, that 
ſo the hearts of Gods people my 'be kept 
in « frame bf longiny ee che ſtate of Hea- 
ven ; | God will hive Ms p__ be gtoan- 
ing here that his people hay om -—4 
ng and figh- 
ins ſhall! fer Sway God referves' pe 
comfort to be the reward of perfe& holineſs; 
while our graces are imperfet , we muſt 


of falf® make acconnt that ons eomfore will be ſo 


til 
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eds cill fin be; ies ken eur. of One 
hearts. :- : TE ; 0þ 

3- Thoſe that have had this ſp gritual cOm- 
fors ins their ſoulr they may ſew only the in- 

Prefſies of. the Spirits —_ bus they may fee! 
= impreſſion of Coeds . anger- 
plains, that the wreth of God did wi 
him, end thet the terrors of God. =p - 
off. A. gracious heart hath real grounds pr 
conſolation, though, he hath not preſent ſen- 
fible .comfores. - -: 

A child of God hath alwayes that, that if 
he did ſee, he could nor be.withoue comfort; 
the Promiſes are his ſupport , he hath the 
firſt fruits of the Spirit, and right to eternal 
life: A child of firall 2lwayes have (0 
much.co keep up his hopes and aftiance up- 
on God y a Child of God, in the darkeſt con- 
dition, ghough he dorh not ſee enough t9 
make him rejoyce in God, yet he ſees enoug 
co make him truſt in God ; though he w 
in TOY » and ſeeno light, yet he eruftsi k 
God layes, Though tbe Lord ſlay bim, yo. 
be - raſh + in bim. David was. in gret 
crouble, while he! was in that diſquiet expo 
ſtulation, #by art thou ceft down O my ſoul: 
4ud why «rs thos fic within me ! 8 
in God. 


XL + Theſe thet have inward comfort ; from thi 
; Spirit, 


Fr gots con. ? 


] 
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Spirit, may at the ſame time have little com« 
fort from Gods outward diſpenſations. It may 
be dark without , when its lighe within 
while Stephen (ſees nothing but blood here 
below , he ſaw Heayen avove : And Chriſt 
cells his Diſciples In the world they ſhould 
have tribulation , but in him they ſhould have 
peace: 


6. and laſtly. Though this be one great work 
of the Spirit of God to comfort the hearts of 
Chriſts Diſciples, yet there are ſome ſpecial ſea- 
ſons wherein the Spirit of God gives out this 
comfort, Thereare ſeaſons of fadnels, there 
1s aſeaſon of heavineſs, and there is need of 
it : There 5; @ time to weep, and's time to laugh; 
4 time to mourn, and a tzmeto dance. I ſhewed 
you ſome of the Seaſons. 


1. One ſpecial ſeafon of the Spirits com- 
forting the renewed ſoul, is preſently uport 
the ſouls firſt ſalvation. Aﬀeer the Spiric is 
become a Spirit of Adoption , preſently it 
becomes a Spirit. of Conſoiation ; after the 
Spirit hath come ito the ſoul in the Law, 


+ it-rhen nextly appears a Spirit in the Gol- 


pal. | 


. 2+ Another Seaſon when the Spirit gives 
our this comfort , is juſt before the Lord 


; layes upon his people any great afflict.on. 
When was it that Chriſt was tratsbgured, 


E, 21S 
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and his face did ſhine as the Sun ? it was 
5mmediatcly, before his bloody paſſion, Chritt. - 
was 3:1{t caken into the Mount, before he was: 
lifced up upon the Croſs. When was the 
voiceheard, This.is my beloved Son, in whom 
1 am well pleaſed, but juſt before he was led: 
into the wilderneſs to be tempted, When 
was Pax! lifted up into Heaven? it was im- 
mediately before Satan was ſent to buffer 
him. Thus God gives his people: ſome- 
thing before-hand to ſupport their ſpirits, - | 
chat they may not faint ; the Diſciples were | 
full of comfort, AFs5. 41. And when was 
this ? immediately juſt betore they were car- 
ried before the Council, and whipe up and 
i down like Vagabonds and Rogues, for prea> 
i ching the Goſpel. 


SS © ==» - a. 


3- Another Seaſon when the Spirit gives 
our this Comfort, is in the time of Suffer- 
ing. God comes in the nick of time; eſpe- 
cially if a man ſuffzr for righteouſneſs ſake, | 
if his ſuffering benpon the account of Chriſt, . 
he ſeldome - fails. ro ſend the-Comforter for- 
the relieving of his (pirit, 1 Pet. 4:13. Bat 
remyce, iz as much yg ye are partakers of Chrofis: 
It ufferings, that when bis glory ſhall be revealed; 
ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy. 
| Bodily confinement, and inward ſtreights, 
tit are the time of the Souls greateſt enlarge- . 
| ment. Fobn had his Viſion in the Iſle of 
Farms. When achijdof God isbrought tor 
piece 


[ 
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plect'of bread, - thin is chb' mes BY Gu” 5T : 
to feed him with heavenly Afanns ; % ach 


a orious arr gN' ns.» While he was flyin 
rope re gt to tus rother er, "when hehad 
Gigs kN: OC "2 rig 

2s 1 & that aks to 
hatch ch ha. gs d Ma of Mr. Glover, 

Apps v who fo ' found comfort in the 
et hisir he RAE ripene ; b bur' whe: he was 

obs g.to.th us coy outs, eo Pf 
ts, bew conſe, meanlag che pirit, the Comfor 
re ter. 


ar- 4: Ano ther Seafon of Cotnfort is, after 
nd ſomle'f Pec obj exe exerciſe, of Grace » godly ſor» 
ea- row Si fin, freſh \yRings i in the pardon. of 

ſin, and new gements,, and Reſoluti- 
ous, and Promi: " more c oſs walking 
with God, after declining from him. 


5.- Afiorher Seaſon of Comfore is, Aﬀer 
ſome great Trials and Aﬀiftions. Light is 
then moſt ſealant, when we newly are come 
out of q dark place; after Thunder, comes 
Lightning 3. after a "ſtorm, comes a calm : 
God led his people firſt into the wilderneſs, 
and then 'into the Land of Canaan : It is of- 
ren ſo in Gods Diſ enſations towards his 
people, their greateſt Aftliftions go before 
their greateſt Deliverances ; And therefore 
ler not the Saints of God deſpair when they 
are at the loweſt, when they walk in dark- 

E 3 nels, 
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neſs, and ſce no light, .yet let them truſt in 
the Lord. EE AS. 


6. Another Seaſon.of Comfort was, When 
men were conſcienciouſly , diligent in; their 
particular , Callings , then they walk with 
God. To this I gave you an inſtance in the 
Shepherds, they were Firbful and diligent in 
their callings, they were watching over their 
flocks by night, and then the Angel comes, 
and tells them, To yog is born this day in the 
City of David a Saviour, which is { briſt tbe 
Lord, Luke 2.11. A company of poor Shep- 
herds, keeping of their ſhe:7, . God appears 
unto them, and magifeſteth his comforting 
preſence , when tie Scribes and Phariſees, 
notwithſtanding all their long Prayers, and 
their ſtrift Rites and Teremonies, hear not 
a word of him. : 
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7. Another Seaſon of Comfort is, When 
we are either preparing for, or in the ſpiri. 
cual a of ſome duty. When grace is exer- | 
ciſed to prepare the heart to pray, andin 
attendance upon ſuch an Ordinance , then 
oftentimes the Spirit of God is with them, to 
ler poor ſouls in their endeavours find ac- 
ceptance with God. Hanneb hadbeen pray- 
ing to God, but what melody did ſhe find 
in her heart ! When Adary tate at Chrifts | 
feet, how doth Chriſt fill her heart with 
comtort , ſealing up her Salvation to her ! 
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I gow come to icloſe with ſome Applica- * 


tions * © , 


Lſe.; If it be the work of the Spirit of God to 


53 


comfart:the bearts of Chriſts Diſciples, then Uſeot In- 
by way of.information I gather «this, That @ tormario" 


pror ſoul is very bardly ſettled and ſatisfied in 
point of Comfort., Sure it is a hard matter to 
comfort a poor ſoul, when one of the Per- 
ſans of the bleſſed Trinity muſt be empleyed 
on purpoſe to do-it. This is an Office be- 
longing to the Holy Ghoſt, when he is to be 
the Paraclee, the comfort ofthe Holy Ghoft. 
This ſure is a hard matter, to-comfort the 
wounded ſpirit, when the ſoul is full of the 
ſpirit of bondage. Oh! the hefitates, the 
jealouſfies, the doubts and fears, the objeQi- 
ons that a poor ſoul makes againſt his ſpiri- 
tual peace and comfort ! now it begins to 
take comfort, then it doubts again ; now he 
believeth, and takes courage , but anon he 
is afraid 3 there is a great deal ado to fa- 
ſten'comfort upon a Poor ſoul, 2 Cor. 1. 21, 
22. What a heap of words are there toge- 
ther, and it is all little enough to comforta 


poor ſoul! Now be that ſtabliſheth us with - 
you in Chriſt, and bath anointed us , is Gad, 


and hath alſo ſealed ns, and given the earneſt 
of the Spirit in our bearts. It is not without 
much tagging and drawing that the ſoul is 
firſt brought to believe, and then, when ir 
doth believe, it is a hard thing to perſwade 

E 3 Mm 
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it that it doth believe: There is a ſtrange 
kind of ſquemiſhnels updbn - the heart ,*he 
thinks that that is no comfore to be taken 
that doth belong to him. Lucber ſayes, I: 
is a barder thing to comforg 8' troubled Couſti- 
ence, then to Yaiſe the” dead. Surely it muſt 
be as hard, when nothing bue the ſame pow- 
er muſt do it. 7 TA 

The Sou} is hardly convinced ; bur all * 
the glad tidings of the Goſpel, are golden 
ſtreams, and all the Promiles are but plea- 
ſane Fanciev, without any Reality ; but that 
theſe things ſhould beJong to him, rhig he 
cannot believe, for want of Faith: So that 
the Spirit of God is fain to come in , aid 
end the controyerſie, before the ſoul willbe 
ſatisfied, DF oY 
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2. Ifitbe the work of the Spiiit of Ged,to 
comfort the hearts ofhis people : then all the _- 
comfort of Chriſtleſs ah4 gracelel(s ſouls is | 
nothing worth, there is no true peace, for | 
they are not the Diſciples of Chriſt, which ' 
are the proper ſubje&s ofthis comfort z they | 
wil) not hearken to Chriſt, nor learn &f | 
Chriſt , but they coft bie words behind their | 
bask, andbreak bis bands aſunder. 

Thoſe that do not learn Chriſts Prec 
and follow Chriſts Canons, and obey Chriſt : 
Commands, they are none of Chriſts Diſcis| 
ples; and to beſure,they have notthe ſpirit of 
Chriſt, which is the Ecient in this comfort, | 

an 
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and withoue the root there cannot he the 
fraic, for thisinward peace is the fruit of the* 
Spirit. And therefore what comfort they 

have, it is either a finfall comfore, which to 

be ſure will end in ſorrow, or elſe at beſt, ie 
is but a.carnal comfort, which will ſoon va. 

niſh likethe crackling of choras under a pot ; 

There i no peace, ſaith God, to the wicked, 

there is no peace wich God as long as youare 

at peace with fin. | 

3. Here they are ſtumbled with the riddle, 

that the people of God ſhould be forrowing, 
yet always rejoycing 3 as ſorrowing, yet always 
rezoycing , the carnal world think this to be a 
contradiction ; though they be troubled with. 
out, yet they have peace within; though 
they have matter of ſorrow in reſpect of out. 
ward affliction, yet they havefellowſhip with 
the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, which gives 
peace in affli&ion , joy in forrow, lighe in 
darkneſs, which fills tee with joy unſpeaka- 
ble, and full of glory. 

Secondly, If the Holy Ghoſt be the onely 
Comforter of the hearts of Gods people ; 
then let me exhort every oneof you to lebour 
for an intereſt in this Comforter. Friends, I 
beſeech you be reſtleſs til] you haye gor ſome 
evidence of the Comforter in your ſouls by 
the inhabitation of the Spirit in your hearts; 
without you have an intereſt in Chriſt, there 
13 no comfort, no true comfort to be expeR- 


ed ; no comfort in ragny , no _comfore 
\ 4 in 
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1n adyerſity, no comfort in life, nor in death 
Y9 peace with your conſciences: Men may 
ri2ke a ſhifr to keep themſelves at quiet for 
the preſent, by lulling conſcience, they may 


have a kind of peace from a falſe principle 3 Ah 
bat what wijl you do when ftormsariſe ? what 

wilt you do when death and affliction comes ! 

F< lay quietly aſleep til the ſtorm came: 

O wm, © ends, we mult ſhortly lea dying, 
the 1.2: knows how ſoon; O what will you 
do for comfort in a dying hour ? all other 
comforts may toriake you, and before that 
gimme you may meet with ſorrow and heavie 
25:1fions, ſo thac all your friends in the world 
w:!lnot do you good; your friends may fail, 


your hearts may iail, and then no comfort but - 


the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt will do you 
good; tac time may come, that all your 
friends raay prove miſerablecomforters,yhen 
Goa comes to deal with theſon], to ſer fin 
home upon the conſcience, to lay ſin before 


us, then waat will you do? Weare al] guilty. 


of ins of omiſſion and fins of commillion;when 
theſe come tobe chargeduponthe foul, what 
will you then do ? then no plaiſter of com. 
fort wil] {tick, but thoſe of the Spirits lay- 
inz on ; unleſs the Spirit ſeal up the pardon 
of (in, the love of God to the ſoul, nothing 


will quiet and comfort the ſoul ; however | 


men may be merry for a time, yet there isa 
time of ſorrow that will come, when they 
inall reflet upgn their wayes , when they 


ſhall 
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ſhall ſee nothing bue ſin behind chem,andrter- : . 


rours before them : Oh 1 what amazement 


will ſeize upon their ſouls | they have no.in+- 


tereſt in-God, in- Chriſt, they have no inte- 
reſt in the Promiſes ; there is nothing that 


will comfort yeu, unleſs you have an inte- 
reſt in the Spirit. 


But then, what ſhall I do, that I may get 
this comforting Spirie into my Soul ? 


Firſt, Thirſt earneſtly «fter it. The 
Promiſe is made to thoſe that thirſt af. 
ter it, 7/2. 44. 3. Thirſt after him in his con- 
vincings, in his humblings, in his ſanRify- 
ing mercy : Oh let the . defire and longing 
of thy ſoul run out this way ! no matter- for 
an Eſtate, no matter for Friends and out- 
ward comforts , if thong haſt the Spirit of 


God, thou haſt that thatsis paramountto all 
outward comforts, Da 


Secondly, Pray earneſtly for the: Spirit. 
You are not ſo willing to give your chil- 
dren what they want, as God is to give his 
Spirit to them that ask ic. Cry mightily, 
Lord, give me thy Spirit ; and cry to the Spi- 
rit, and ſay, as Loban to Abicam, Come in, 
{a pray the Spirit co come in to thy Soul. 


Thirdly, If you would have this Com 
ſorter tocome and abide with you, Tow muſt 
;  reſolvg 
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far ſuckthat Chrift prays that God wonld 
| ſend che Comforter ; You muſt hearken and 
obey him, and folow him whereſoever tre 
| goeth. You know the tearms npon which 
you muſt be Chrifts Diſciple, Mateb. 16.24. 
He muſt deny bimſelf, and take up bis Croſs, 


There is two ſelfs in a man, nay, three ſelfs, 
and they muſt be denied ; but however the 


Chrifts diſciple. 


works or duties , any thing of our own, 
all muſt be denied in point of Juſtifice 
tion. 

2. Sinful ſelf. A mans corruptions mult 
be denied, pride, paſſion , and loye to the 
world. 

3. Natural ſelf. Friends, eſtates, relati- 
ons, credit, and hononr, and outward com- 
forts, theſe may be denied, you may be called 
eo part with them; but if they comein com- 
petition with Chriſt, they muſt be denied. 


3. You muſt take up the croſs of Chriſt, 


Chriſt whereſoever he ſhall lead you, either 
ne way ofaRtive and paſlive obedience; you 
muſt take up Chriſts Joad, you muſt undergo 
his burden, | 


rather the forſake his honour, or diſobey 
his commands. You muſt reſolve to follow | 


Now | 


[ 


. roſejne to-bacome Chriſts Diſciple. le is onely | 


and daily follow Chriſt. He maſt deny biaofer ' 


firſt two muſt be denied, if you intend to be | 


| | I. A menrrightenns ſelf. If any thing that ' 
| we are, Chat we have, or can do, from our | 
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Now Chriſtians , are you reſolved upon 
this? now fit down andconfider what it will 
coſt you to be Chriſtia 53 and if you would 
haye the beſt, you muſt be contented with 
the worſt 3 and if you are reſolved upon this 
then you are the true diſci les of Chriſt, nd 
you are under the promiſe of his comfort, 
and Chriſt ir prayi ing the Father to ſend you 8- 
nother os v ſhall abide Er you for 


tas 


2 2 Ofe. Is of Exhortation, wherein I ſhall 2 » of 
apply my felf to the arue diſciples of Chriſt, Exbortati- 
thoſe that have had communian with Chriſt 
in his ſanRilyipg preſence 3 labour after 
communion with him ig his comforting pre- 
ſence. To all others, that are without the 
Spirit of God, I ay fay, fo br #to hens 
What baft thou 10 do with theſe this 

__—_ to be convinced of « need agd 

ch as have þeen parta- 


of Chriſt ;' þn 
ken une þ the Spir ;Þ Tg 29 a. ſanRifying 
Spirit , laboux ſer communion with him 


afa comforting + hal ; and £0 this end ] (ball 
ſtir you up to ch 


I. By way of Motive. 
2+ By Way of Comfort. 


icſt,, by way of Vee job Z 2a 

© | ane Toke com Sy ary leet 
| Fee of wha you may ; joy are ; prod 
pariſon 
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pariſon of what -you, may ſtand ;jn. "aged of, 
Gogh, Lone 0oT noe changg the ſaddeſt 
_y his life fog the, ſweeteſt hour, in his 
Fortes "condition. Ie e Saints, of God did 
enjoy /th comfort ts The they might,oh what ' 
bleſſed lives might they. live 1,but they, are ſo 
full 'of trouble”, as if chere were--no Holy 
Ghoſt the Comforter.” The people of God 
are” ofteiicimes troubled without a cauſe, at 
that holy man , i/hby art thog caft dawn ob + 
w7 ſoul ? He could,not render a true account | 
| of his Eves he was [ad,. but. he could not * 
tel] \ why or RAT, = Gp ; | 
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aypt.” Ic werea nfor cthem not, Depend 6 
Top. ' but they wars (full of troubles, that 
they <ouly” at he: earken to Moſes and Aaron. | 
And ſo the. Diſcip 14 in the Tex = werea | 
ſin for them not to be troubled for the ab- 
ſenceof Chriſts body ; but ſoto be troubled, 
as if God could not comfort them without | 
him, this was theig Weakneſs : And.to come | 
co our caſes, it were a {into Night this Diſ- 
pentacion: of God thatis comming upon.ns, 
f ety ng. not. be.troubled for the Joſs, of 
the Wii ers of Jaſu ng ; ; bur, 5o moligy 
before 5d — e ſenſe of this Difpi 


ſation, 


a. At 
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f,' ſation, co mourn ſo:mpch, as po'think that; - 
| when theſe, are gone, aſl is gone; £0)be-(a) 
is much troubled ,:a5. not-o bearken- to the. 
id words .of,the Text, Thar: we, have 8:Comfor« 
" ter. I remember an admirable expreſſion of a 
ſo Child to his Mother ,. when his: Farher was 
iy dead, toſhew, That out of the monthrof babes 
od ? and ſucklings God can. manifeſt bis proje, Why 
Mother '(fyes the. child) though my. Fatber . 
ob © be dead, et God 2 alive. May not 1 ſay. fo 
nt | fo you? Though:yoar Miniſters-be as itwere 
! naturally dead, :yeq-is ps God alive? isnor. 
the Spirit.of God alive ? (Though you have 
| ſome comfart,. yet..-yqu: have little in com- 
be | pariſon ,of what you. may have, if you ſeek 


RET 
> \ | .»..'4 45: If 6: So Fel df 4 *-4 
wx | 2+ Study. theexcellgnt natitreofthe com--: 
:n | fort, hoyy litcle ſoever » man-hach, of this. 


- | dition, be'it what- It: Qill be; . When 2 man - 
on, | hath. communion with the Spirit of God, 
2 | be hath. comfort .in all - conditions z. then, 
ay | though a mans condition be never .fo bad, : 
+ 


I canfetch Hope, and ground his Faich' upon 
che 


The 8pirit of Chriſt 
| the Promiſes; though the Provii 
Diſpenſations'of God! be' hever ſo 
ons; the contfore of the” Spitit doth' nike 
up the wane of all\cother” comfoeer?: ' The 
comforts! of Ordinaiites'ate ſrweer coinforts; - 
Sermon-cohforts#rt' ſweet cotnforth, Satra:. 
mene-comforts'ate {wete comforts; Ah: bit - 
che comforrof* edit 1 up 
talinoe ting! 


att \ 
of!) theſe] alt ourwerd'croffes t: & 
cheſerinward comfbred;omeh rharhach thif' 
comforts; may” haven Feaſt with' brexGand' | 1i 
water; adlieel& of ehis'cottifort” i? oh 
{weeren' x whote Ocetni of forrow* 1s't 
mubrirads of thy wy within mo; "-ofy cons 
fores dabightt my ſont;-Plal9 947 1h. 'S96 that 
when the heares of Gods people are 
with (2d choughes,what will became of = 


. 
s / 


ſelves; what will: becomE” of 'thelr' Fathil , 
what will:bevome' of the” Chirrch of 'God; 
whar wh{! become ' of che 'Minifffy ,of the 
Goſpet, 'and''of 'the 'Ortiinticty *of' CHHATl,; 
cheyarerfufi of (ad feds 'and” diftraRing' 
choughes ; i when they bee '« mlltitude'or 
<__ irs the mithid of alf, cHieſe (piricdil 
conforestan comfort and-refrefli” the S6ut: | 
= laþogr »fter* a greater ſharbofthiicom> | i 
fore? | | 
God hath caſt urup64i ſad rintes, wh ai, 
we-ſhati have need 'of more” theh 'ord aff 
comfort : Weareliketo have cfoubles with- 
our, if we have nor peace within, ic will be 
very ſad-z we are like to loſe miick of CR 
oaly 


a Chiiſſanr Comfort. 67 
a'! bodily preſence, I mean:ims his Ordinance » - 
- how LE aa of thoſe Meſſengers thar _ 

& the perſon of Chriſt, anditandin Miv flea 7 
if we-ſhould-nos enjoy the ovtier 'Cordfars 
ter, our eftates would be doleful; iPwetinve 


darkneſs without, and'darkneſ# within, How: 
&.' fad will that darkneſs be | 


3+ Labour t get more communion-from 

the Spirit of God, Thignwill:raiſe and ſab» 
1 | limace your natural comfores; and enrmchem 
into ſpiritual comforts; A magnever' reliſh» 
eth theſe outward: comforts; till hie- comero 
taſte che rayiſhmentiand ſweernefs of the hio- 
ly-Ghoſt, cill ke taſtetheloveof Cod; theſe 
vive them a higher Iuſtre:then the men of the 
world z though" they: enjoy,much' comfort, 
yet they do not enjoy' half that @child of 
God doth; thelittle char che righteous hath, 
1s better therche :greatrevenues of the wick- 
ed ; to a child -of God « dinner of green 
herbs -is more ſavoury and pleaſane'co him, 
then the ſtalled Oxe, becauſe a cbild of God 
hath beter ſauce wittric:; 

Worldly men they ſme}! co their flowers, ic 
is the only godly.man that ſucks'out the tio- 
. | nythat all chingsare giyea rohim in love,our 
' ofthis heſucks comfort); A'-gracions' hearc 

ſees all theſe- outward cotmfores', that'th 
are purchaſed with the blood df Cliriſt; and 
therefore theſe ſhould do him good, and he 
may take ©omfort that he hopes for —_ oo 
at 


The Spirit of Chriſt 


nd he may take comfort in his. condition, 
be it what it will, he ſees all is for his good 
ſach a,ane belieyeth, what he readeth not : 
So he. believeth Gads wayes are wayes of 
Trugh, though ſome more ſweet, and ſome 
more bitter. *: | | 


, 4+ Labour after communion with the Spi- 


rit a his comforting work, is anather. This 


15: the, beſt preſervative againſt all intangle- 
ments of. ſin whatſoever -: It is a great hour 
of temptation, aud if our comforts do nor 
lie above the world, . we: (ball be greatly in- 
ſnared by the world. If a man eat{weet meats, 
he cannot reliſh ordinary food ; fo while 


theſe ſweet .comforts-lie upon the ſoul , he 


cannot reliſh theſe. ordinary things 1n the 
world : \What, do you tempt me with theſe 
things, ſayesa child of God ? what are Cheſe 
ro_ the comforts. of the Holy Ghoſt ?. The 
heart of man will ſeek- comfort one way of 
another ; and if he hath ic not from the Spi- 
rit of God, he will ſeek it ſome. other way; 
if he hath not comfort from the Spirit of 
God, he will ſeek ſome ſparks of his own 


kindling '; rather than they will fit in dark- ' 


neſs without comfort, they will light their 
caudle at the Devils fire : And as be deliver- 
eth from tempration on the right, ſo he de- 
livereth from temptation on the left hand; 
he that is filled with the comforts of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 


___—_—_" "__— rp” 


hath not, 'as well as;for what he May haves I 
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Ghoſt, what are ſufferings to ſuch a man?, 
he hath that within him chac will carry him 
through all danger ; here 15 that comfort, 
and that life by Chriſt, which may eaſe us 
in. our greateſt croſſes z this will make a child 
of God (peak of the ſufferings of this world 
as a lightmatter. Our lighc aftiiction, which 
is but for a moment, ſhall work out for us 
a far more excecding andeternal weight of 
#lory : They took joytully the ſpoyling of - 
cheir goods, becauſe in Heaven they had a 
better and more enduring ſubſtance, Heb.11. 
35- Some were tortured, receiving no de- 
liverance, becauſe in Heaven they had a bet- 
ter ſubſtance. Oi, if you would be kept 
from the ſnares of the world, let your com- 
forts be above the power and danger of tzm= 
ptation from any thing here below. 


3. By way of Dire&tion. How ſhall we 
have communion, and a& faith upon the ho- 
Iy Ghoſt as your Comforter £ The holy 
Ghoſt is deſigned and appointed by God the 
Father to this Oftice ; Now you know none 
love to beſlightedin their Office; and if we.do 
not a& faith up>n the holy Gaoſt, weſligat 
his Office ;. therefore we ſhould have re- 
courſe to him in a way of belieying: As we 
ſhould a& faich upon Chrilt 5-r ce pardon 
of lin , ſo we ſhould act fa:ch upon the 
Holy Ghoſt, for a ſenile of chac pardon. 


F 2, Go 


The 8pirit of Chriſt 
2, Go often to Jeſus Chriſt, and beg him, 


and beſeech him to intreat the Father for 
you- Go to God the Father in the name 


of Chriſt, and beg ie upon the account of 
Chriſts prayer and interceffion,that he would 


ſend the Comforter z and you have good ar- 


ument toinforce the Petition, the very ſame 
as the Diſciples, That Chriſt would, when he 
went away, pray the Father, and he ſhould ſend 


you anther Comforter. Chriſt tells them, that 


ſome there were that would kill them, and 
in ſo doing, think they did God good ſer- 
vice ; therefore Chriſt, in compaſſion to 
them, in the [tate that he left them in, prays 
the Father that be would ſend the Comforter. 
So now we mult go co God, thoſe Miniſters 
that were wont to comfort us, are now £0 


be taken from us; our Barnabs's, (ons of 


conſolation, their mouths are to be ſtopped, 


though Ordinances are now to be dammed | 


up, the houſes of God made places of de- 
filement 3 our Teachers are removed into 
corners, our Troubles increaſe, and we haye 
none to tell us how long ; the light of our 
eyes, the comfort of our hearts, in reſpe& 


of outward means, are going fromus 3 whi- | 


ther ſhall we go ? we want bread for our 


ſouls, we want cordials for our hearts, Bleſ- | 


ſed Saviour pity us ! and ſince thou wilt not 
come to usin thy own preſence, as thy Em- 
baſſadors, to come to us by thr» Spirit, do 
now in Heaven as thou didit on earth, Pray 


the 
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the Father for w; do notleavens as(o mgny 
Orphans, without Father or Mother, bur” 
ſend thy Spirit to refreſh our ſouls : See how 
we are hated and reviled , and we muſt 
ſuffer theſe things now, Let #7 havethy $pi- 


rit. . 


3- If you wonld have communion with 
the Spirit of Chriſt in his comforting work, 
Toke beed that you do net lay up yeur com- 
forts in the creature. This is for to ſeek for 
che living among the dead ; thoſe that re- 
joyce in the creature, rejoyce in a thing of 
—_— and you that have an intereſt in 
God, God will not takeit at your handy, to 
ſeek it any whereelſe, no, not in Ordinan- 
ces ; though God would have you to ſeek 
comfort in Ordinances , yet he would nor 


have you to ſeek comfort from Ordinan- 
ces. 


4- Set down, and be much in duty, Pſal. 
63. 5, 6- My ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied as with mar- 
row and fatneſs, my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with 
joyfal lips, when I remensber thee upon my bed, 


and meditate on thee in the 1:15 ht=watches. It 


you look at the beginning ot cac Pſalm, you 
ſhall find chat this Pſalm was penned when 
David was deprived of t1: Ordinances of 
God. Many a man co:aplains that he lives 
uncomfortably , av wonder, when he little 
thinks on C hrilt, 

F 3 5.Be 
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_ The Spirit of Chriſt 
5. Be much in the exerciſe of grace. Then 

they walked in the fear of the Lord, whey they 

welked in the conforts of the Holy Ghoſt, ' 


6, Take heed of quenching and grieving 
the Spirit , yoar Comforter, by __ | 
his motions, or by afting any thing again 
the mind of the Spirit: Do' not fin againſt 
him as your enlightning Spirit, that will hin- 
der him as your Comforter. 


I cloſe with a word of Comfort to the + 
people of God. If ic be one of the great | 
works of the Spirit of God, hereis matter of | 
great comfort to thoſe that ſtick cloſe to Je- | 
ſu Chriſt. 


1. Sure your comforts will be ſatisfying 
comforts, ſufficient, becauſe they are comforts | 
of the Spirits working. The Lord Jeſus hath 
promiſed to makeup the want of his bodily | 
preſence, by ſending his Spirit : He was now 
going from them, and tells them, That he 
cogld not ſtey; and this wasſad newes to the Dif- | 
ciples, who were ready to break their hearts, | 
and the beft comfort that he conld afford | 
them, was tocell them, That he would ſend the 
Comforter, If Chriſt can comfort his people 
in the abſence of himſelf, ſurely he can com- 
fort them in the want of all other comforts 
chat rejateeither toſoul or body; and ſo in 


tle want of mercies in the want of outward 
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Ordinances, he can comfort the ſoul. It is * 
the Spirit of God that can comfort in the 
uſe of theſe 3 and, ithe will, he can do it in 
the want of them, he can comfort us in the 
wilderneſs, where no water is ; when he doth 
deny the means, he can comfort us without 
where he denies us the ſtream, he can make 
us drink out at the Fountain. 


7. and Laſtly, The people of God finde 
hereoy, that their comfortsare abiding. Your 
liberty, your friends; Ah, Ordinances and 
Miniſters may be taken from you ; your Mi- 
niſters may be baniſh'd, your Miniſters may 
be impriſon'd; but here is a Comforter that 
ebides for ever. And though they may keep 
your Miniſters out of the Pulpit, yet they 
ſhall not take the Comforter out of your 
hearts ; Sothat when I ſhall not Preach any 
more to you, [I ſhall pray the Father, that be 
would ſend you another Comforter, that be may 
abide with you for guer. 


— On —S—_ 
_ ma _ 


con-Green his Far- 


well Sermon in the 
Af cernoons 


Acts 20, 33. 
' And now Brethren, I commend you to 
| God, andto the word of his Grace, 
Who is able to build younp, andto 
Live you 48 inheritanceamong them 


that are ſau{tified, 


> He words are part of St. Paxls 
\ Farwel-Sermon, or Diſcourſe 
to the Elders of the Church of 
> Ephbeſirg, one of thoſe famons 
ſeven Churches of eſs, that 
we read of in the Book of the, 
Revelations. It is notto be doubted, as Cal- 
| F 4 V2 
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vin doth Comment upon the place , that 


though the Apoſtle (peaks immediately ro the 
Elders , yet doth comprehend the wRoe 
Church 1n the Speech. 
| 
Our holy Apoſtle had been a long time | 
with the Church , preaching among them, 
taking pains with them, both in publick and | 
private, as you may lee in the 20. vpr. and 
declares to them the whole Councel of God, 
ve. 27, and now being called away, taken | 


off oy L1vine Providence, by che will of hy | 


Maſter, the laſt and veſt office that he thought 
he cou!d do for them, was to commit them | 
to the caie of God, and to leave them nn | 
his Arms, and to recommend them to his | 
Grace. 


It would be more then the time wonld 
permit, to look over the whole Apoſtles Ser- 
mon, which is partly Narratiye, and partly 
Conlolatory : Narrative, to put chem in| 
mind in what manner he had preached to 
them, from ver. 17-tO ver, 27. And its part- 
ly Conſolatory, from the 27. to the Text, 
wherein the Apoſile could hold no longer, 
but his love conſtrains him, and makes him | 
to break forth into this pathetical wiſh, or 
rather prayer, And now Brethren, I comme 
you to his Grace. As if he had ſaid, I am 

Juſt now g0i; ag from you, not knowing that 
{ (hall ſee © your'face any more ; now I] am # 
d ing 


—_—_— 
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in recommending them to God. 


dying man, as to my converling with you a=- 


ny more s now I am departing, this is the 
beſt Legacie I can bequeath unto you , To 
commend you to God, ang to bis grace. Andhe 
ſpeaks to perſons as ſtanding in the ſame re- 
lation with God and Chriſf and having the 
ſame Father, and the fame elder Brother : As 
if he ſhould have ſaid, you are as dear to 
me as my own fleſh, asif you were my bre- 
thren by Confanguinitie , and it is my ſor- 
row that I maſt leave you ; but as it is my 
greateſt grief to part with you, yet | muſt 
leave you ; and this is the comfort, that I 
ſhall leave you in ſafe hands, I do not leave 
you to the wide world, I do not leave you 
as Orphans without a Father, as ſheep with- 
out a Shepherd, but I commend you to God, and 
to his grace. . 

O happy word ! Though I muſt leave 
you,.yer [truſt God, who is able, will keep 
you ;' as God is preſent every where by his 
Eſſence ., ſo by his gracious preſence more 
eſpecially God is preſent with his people. I 
commit you , 1 commend you to God, 1 
commit you to his care, to-his keeping 3 ſo 
the word fignifies, ſo Ravanelns interprets the 
words, I truſt you with God, I leaye you as 


a depoftum in Gods hands , as a dying man 


leaves his children in a friends hands to look 
after them ; as Chriſt did his Mother in Fohns 
hands, ſot he Apoſtle leaves the Epheſians in 
the hands of G3d, and 39 the word of by wy 

Char 
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.that is, the Goſpel that he had declared to 
them. The Word of Gad in Scripture is of- 


ten called his grace, 2 Cor. 6. Epbeſ. 3.5. . 


becauſe it is a Beclaration of the free grace 
of Godro poo: ſouls, and becauſe ir is the 
Spirits Inſtrumeat to work grace 1n the hearts 
of {inners. 


This is remarkable , that after the Apo» 


file had recommended them to God., he 
adds one word , of bis grace : He doth not 
thin it enough to mention recommending 
them co God, but to the word of his grace. 


The Expreſſion is not for Ezphanie gratis, - 


ic is no taufalogy, it is not for more then 
needs,but toſhew how needful, 8& how nece(- 
ſary the word of Gods grace is, as well to the 
building up, as for the converting of poor 
ſinners 3 and though God can build up a 
Saint immediatly, yet ordinarily he doth it 
not but through the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you. Beza and. Cal- 
vin refer this Clanſe to God, anſwering to 
that of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 9,18. God 1 able 
to cattſe all grace ts abound in you. But Eraſ.- 
mus refers this word to the words of Gods 
grace, which is able to build you up. And 
this Conſtr::tion is favoured by thoſe two 
places of Scripture, and may very well be 
meant both in 2 Tim. 3.15. fam. 1.21.both 
which places attribute to the Word of God, 
as this doth ; and in the ſecond place, —_ 
wit 
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in recommending them to God, Oc. 


with meekneſs the ingraffed ward, which is able * 


to ſave your ſoxls. So that both theſe words 
may be referred to this Clauſe, The Word of 
God, and The Word of bis grace; to Gcd as 
the Principle, and to the Word of his grace, 
as the inſtrumenta} cauſe to build them up ; 
as much as if he had ſaid, I commend you to the 

race of God, which i able to bnild yog up. 
The Apoſtle tells them , that he left chem 
to ſuch a God, as through the Goſpel was 
ſufficient to build them up, till he brought 
them to the full fruition of the Saints in light. 
The Apoſtle commends this to his Church, 
that were ready to weep, and ſay at his de- 
parture , OÞaxl! God hath made thee a 
happy Inſtrument of laying a good Founda- 
tion among us, of doing a greatdeal of good 
to our ſouls, and we may bleſs God that we 
ever ſaw thy face ; bnt now, alas ! thou art 
going from us, we are afraid all thy pains 
will come to nothing ; we ſhould hope, that 
1f God had pleaſed to continue thee amongit 
us, then we ſhould have been built up; and 
ſurely, if God had intended good to us, and 
brought usto Heaven at Jaſt, he would not 
have taken thee from us. No, fſayes the Ab 
poſtle, be not diſcouraged, though 1 leave 
you, yet I commit you to God.,and to the word of 
bu grace. If I be here, it is Gad aloe thatmuit 
build you up ; lam bur a popr, weak inſtru- 
ment in in the, hand of God, and when 1-am 
gore, God can build you. up by ſome Means 

or 
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« or other, and carry you over, or thorow all 


oppolitions , temptations , and diſcourage- 
ments; fill he hath fitted you for himſelf, and 
given yOu an inheritance amongſt them that 
are ſanRited. 


Thus you have the words explained in 
that familiar Paraphraſe ; and being thus 0+ 
peed, you may take notice that | 


Tne words hold forth the ſpecial care of 


this bleſſed Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, though 
he muſt leaye them, yet hetakes care to leave 


' them in ſafe hands, that was able to give a 


good account of them : You have the Apo- 
itle making a deed of truſt for theſecurement 
of the Saints at Epheſus after his departure; 
orif you will, you haye the Apoſtles laſt Will 
and Teſtament. 

I. You havethe Perſon making over this 
Truſt, St. Pax. 

2. You have the Trallt its ſelf, and thoſe 
were the Saints of Epbeſus. 

3. You have the Truſtees, thoſe to whom 
this truſt is committed ; and they are two- 
fold. 1. To God. 2. To the Word of his 
grace. 3. Here is the crime of making this 
Teſt, now / am leaving of you. 4. Here is the 
commendation of the Truſtee, from the pow- 
er and ability of him to manage this trult, and 
this is expreſſed in two particulars. 

1. Hets abletobuild you up 3 and then _ 


2. To give you an inheritaice: As if he 
ſhaul 4 


f 


7u recoMmending theme to God. 


ſhould have ſaid, I will leave you with ſuch . 


who are able to build youup. I might raiſea 
multitude of obſervations from the words : 
Ag firſt of all. 


Do. 1. That it ſhoyld be the caye of a faith- 
ful Miniſter, when he is by the providence of God 
taken from a people, to recommend themto God, 
and to the Word of bis grace. 

2. As itis the duty of a faithful Miniſter to 
do ie, ſo it is his comfort that he way do itz 
that he may leave his people in the hand; of 
God, who is able to build them up in grace. 

3. It may bethe comfort of any Church of 
Chriſt, chat when they are deprived offaichfu l 
Miniſters, that yer they are left in the hands 
of God. 

4. Though God can by his infinite power 


perfe& grace, and bring men to heaven with- 


our the uſe of means, yet we haye no ground 
or warrant to expect one or other , but 
through the Word of Gods grace. 

5. and laſtly, Though there be a glorious 
inheritance purchaſed and prepared by Jeſus 
Chriſt, yet ir is to be expeRed by none but 
thoſe that are built up and ſanRified ; Or thus, 

None muſt look for an inheritance hereafe 
ter, bur ſach as are born of the Spiric, and 
built up in grace 

I might (peak to many more; bur I ſhall 
gather all chat I have ſaid into this one general 
Propoſition, which is this. - 
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Not, That the beſt Farwel that a Goſpet- | 
XMiniſter can give to bis people that he loves and 


labours amongſt, when be by the providence of God G 
is taken from them, is to commend them to the | * 
Goſpel, and to the word of buy grace. | 
Thus doth our holy Apoſtle when he was | | 
taken from his people, and left to preach to | Go 
them no more, he recommends them to the | K<< 
hands of God. And thus doth a greater then - 
St. Paul, even Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, The great | oo 
Sbepherd of the ſheep , as St. Peter calls him an 
when he was leaving the world, and could F 
no. longer preach to them , he commends ber 
them to God, ohn I7.1T, And now ſayes C Ut 
Chriſt to his Father , I ans no more in the c _ 
world, but theſe are in the world, and I come to s- ey 


thee. Holy Fatber, keep through thy own nant 
thiſe whom thou baſt given me, thas they my | 
be one 5 we are. And inthe 14th. I bave gi- Mi : 
zen them thy Word, he commends them to _ 


(504, and to the Word of his grace. = > 
In the proſecution of this truth, I ſball ex- J - 
plain theſe particulars, ” 
L. Snew you what it isina Miniſter to re- ' : : 


commend his people to God, 
2, What it is that he ſhould recommend! 3, 
them to Cod for. Lp 


3 \hy Fi; 


&- i 


=” recommending them to God, ec. 
3. Why he ſhould be fo careful to recom» . 


mend them to God. 

4. How he ſhould recommend them to 
God. 

Laſtly, Apply. 


Firſt, It is to leave them in the hand of 
God, to give them up unto Gods care and 
keeping, as I ſhewed you in the opening of 
the words, to commend them unto God, is to 
do that for them effe&tually, which he would 
fain do Miniſterially, if he had been ſuffered 
to continue among them. As when a dying 
Father, or Husband commends his wife and 
children to ſome ſurviving intimate friend; 
it is a leaving , a committing them to that 
friend , to deal , and to do that for them, 
which he would have done if he had lived. 


Now let us conſider what it is that a faithful 
Miniſters Defigns and endeavours are to do 
for that Congregation that is committed eo 
his charge. Thele fourthings eſpecially eve- 
ry faithful Minifter endeavoursto do while 
heisamonglt his people. 


I. Their converſion nnto Sandtifieation. 
2. Their building up, their Edification. 
3+ Their Prote&1on and Preſervation. 

4+ Theic Comfort and Conſolation. 


Firſt, Their Convertion and turning to 
God, 
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God. This is that that a faithful Miniſters 


heart is ſet upon, that he may convert poor 


ſouls that are in a finful tate ; that he may 


turn poor ſonlsto God; that by often prez- 
ching , and praying, and counſel , he may 


them into a ſtate of ſalvation, Row. 


bring 
The Apoſtle there ſpeaks of the Re. 


IO. I. 


mans, that they were the people of God in , 


profeſſion; ah, but this was not enough, fain 
he would thact they ſhould be the people of 
God in truth ; this 1s the hearty deſire of 
every faithful Miniſter, not onely to bring 
his people to the outward profeſlion of god- 
lineſs, but to the work and power of it in 
their hearts 3 not onely to have the name 
of Chrittian , buc Chriſtianicy ies ſelf ; and 
this is the end of all his ſtudying, co get them 
to God by little and lictle, cill Chriſt be 
tormed in them, Gal. 4. 11. My little chil- 
aren, (ayes the Apoſtle, &c. St. Paxl tra- 
vels in birth with the Galatians from a ſtate 
of nature, to a Rate of grace ; he would get 
«race wrought in their hearts, he would get 
-chem inzraffed into Chriſt ; and this is rhe 
end of his commending them to God, which 
he would fain haye done, if he might have 
been ſuffered to preach eo them. This i 
the language of a Miniſters heare ; Lord, 
thou knoweſt that it was the defire of my 
ſoul, .that every one of this people ſhould 
be made holy by che Word ; I would fain 


| have begotten them by the Miniſtry to Je 
« Us 


oo 
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ſas Chriſt ; but now by the providence of, 
God am taken oft before my work is 


done ; and thou feeſt yet there is a great 
many in the gaul of bitterneſs. and in the 
bond of iniquitje, in a ſtate of death, and I 
am now likely not to do any thing mare ; 
now it is my care, that thoſe thac belong 
to the eletion of grace, may be gathered 
home to thee. 


2, To build them up in knowledge and 
faith. He endeavours that thoſe that are al- 
ready ſanCtized, may be further builtup in 
their moſt holy faith , where there are the 
moſt eminent Saints , yet there is a great 
deal lacking. The Apoftle gives great com- 
mendation of the Theſſalonians, 1 The. 3. 
IO. They were a famous Church, and there 
were a great many eminent Chriſtians, yer 
there was ſomething lacking in their faith, 


| and in their knowledge. Chriſt ſpeaks to 


one of his moſt eminent Apoſtles, Ob thou of 
little faith ! Though che Foundation-ſtone 
be laid, yet there is a ſuperſtrufture behind, 
and this is the work of Chriſt, the build- 
ing them up, Epheſ. 4.12, This is the end 
of every faithful Miniſter, to make his peo- 
ple meet for Heaven ; he would be feeding 
of them , that they may grow to the full 
meaſure of the ſtature of Chriſt : And there- 
fore every godly Miniſter delires that he may 


be, the Finilker, as well as the Autor (un- 


der 
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der God ) of their faith, that ec 
be built up to Chriſts heavenly Kingdom. 


3+ A Miniſters aims age, that his. people 
may be kept from danger. The people of 
God, after they are effe&ually called, they 
are continually in danger, they are as a Lilly 
amongſt thorns, as ſheep among wolves, 
as a beſieged Citie Mm the midſt of hex E- 
nemies. 

They have enemies without, and enemies 
within; Enemies without, the Devil is their 
adverſary. 


1. They are in danger, in reſpe& of the 
Devil, who is a very potent Enemy, a roar. 
ing Lion , and a maficions Enemy, malici- 


ous againſt God 5 an induſtrious Enemie, he | 


goes about, ſeeking whom he may devour; 
he compaſſech the Earth, to do what he ean 
to keep ſouls from Chriſt ; he is a ſubtil e- 
nemie , that hath his Stratagemg to. catch 
and inſnare poer ſouls. Now it js the en- 
deavour of every true Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to ſecure his people by his counſel, 
and his prayers ; for we are not ignorant of 
his devices, 2 Cor. 2. 11. As if he ſhould ſay, 
] have moſt experience of the Devils ſabtiky, 
Satan ſets to oppoſe them moſt ; and this 
15 one thing, to rob Miniſters of their me- 
41ation, of their prayer; and therefore it is 
the deſign of Miniſters to ſtrengehen cheir 

: people 


may ( 


Pi 


is recommending then to. God. 
people, in regard of Satans temptations. 


. 2, They are in danger in reſpeR of Sedy+ 
cers, That Jiein wait to deceive. | 


3- They are in ger by the world, leſt 
they ſhould be frighted by ics oppoſition. 


4+ They are in danger by theic corrupt 
lufts, that war agaiaſt their ſouls : Therefore 
wy faithful Miniſter warns his People of 
thoſe, that their ſouls may be ſecured ; this 
being that that 8 Gaighful Miniſter would do 
among his people while he is with chem 
when he is takes from them, he commits 
them to-'(God to be ſecured from all danger, 


| us Chriſt in that place before, Father,keep them 


#n thy own hangs. 


Laſtly , Every faithful Miniſter ſeeks the 
comfort and confolation of his people. Ir 
is their deſire to comfort the feeble hands 3 
they are not Maſters of your grace, but Help- 
ers of your joy, 2 Cor. 4. 2I;: Where the 
Goſpel appears in power, many willſtand in 
need of comfort, under doubts, fears, and 
aftlitions 3 and this is the defire of every 
faichful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in their de- 
parture from their people, to ſupport the 
weak, to reſolye the doubted, eo ſuccour the 
tempted; and when he is taken from them, 
and cag contribute little to this work, he re- 

G2 commends 


# 
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niſter may ſay to his people , If God ha 


made me an inftrument of ſpeatting comfort 
to your ſonls, yon have Cauſe to blefs: Gol 
for it. Now I can do no more, 1 muſt recom- 


mend you to God, 'whomi' (I hope) will be| 
the God of your comfort when Iam gone. | 

2. Thris is the beſt Office that a Miniſter] 
can do for his people when he is taken from 


them 3 and that whether 'we look' upon Mi. 
niſter or people, certainly it is the beſt office 
that a Miniſter can do for his people, To com- 
mend them to God. OT, 


i. Godis omnipotently, infinitely able. 
2, God isgracious and faithfa], therefore] 
willingto do it. : 


Firſt, God 1s infinitely able to manage this 
traſt, he is Godall-ſufficient, Get. 17. 1. fof- 
ficient to make himſelf happy much more to 
make his people happy. 


1. God is all in all in the enjoyment of 
mercie. | 
2. Godis all in all in the want of mercie. | 


Firſt, He is all in all in the enjoyment of 
mercy, When a people have a fairhfal Mi 
n ſter placed over them by the providence 


? commends them to God. 'A departing - Mi. 


| 


; 
| 
| 


ot God, he can do nothing of himſelf, 2 Cor. 
3.6 


| 
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3. 6: Our Preaching is from 'the' affiſtance 


| of God: and wheii we have done all, we 
\ cannot make this' effe&na] , we cannot give * 


the ſucceſs; Pur! may plant, and Apollos may 
water, but its God' that muſt grve' the intreaſe, 


1 Cor-3.6. Why do you keep-ſuch a tit? one 


world have this Miniſter; anvthterelhiat!; one 
would have 'Pax/, another would have Apol- 
los, another Cepbas ; are they. not- the  Mi- 
niſters'of God, by -whom.you havebelieved ? 
Our profit depends! not tipon the partes and 
gifts of a creature, but upon the blelling of 
God: 3 ie-isRJod that mnſt put this. heavenly 
Treaſure into the heart, and: it is God that 
muſt diſperſe it at laſt for the good and benes 
fit of ' his people.” The moſt eloquent 4+ 


polos cannot perſwade- obſtinate.'finners ro 


lay hold upon the Goſpel ; they.may ſpeak 
to the ear, but itis God thatmuſt carry the 
word'to'the heart, either for Conviftion or 
Conyerlion. | * S 


d TOS - os bo. . "ES, ws * 

- Secondly, God is all in all in the want of 
means. Let the inftrument be never ſo weak; 
if itbe im the had of God, it. thall. prove 
effeual: ::-God:can-:make. a poor Fiſberman 
iaſtrumental to catch three thouſand ſouls at 
one time 3 and God chooſes to do his work 
by weak inſtruments; that the praiſe may be 
of God: It is nor the Mimiſters parts or gifts, 
but onely the power of God that trengthens 
the ſoul, and fanRifhes, and builds them 1p, 
ri G 3 41 
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and comforts them. God it able tocpnvere | 
all unconverted finners in a Congregation ; | 
God can ſay, Epbais, Be opened. 089RhoA.. 


| 


2. God is able to build np theſe that are 
converted, Gy is able to makeull grace + 
boung, 2 Cer-.9, 8- Thoſe thatihave little 
grace, Godis able to make ix increaſe; God) 
is the God of all grace, God can make & 
very Saint. perfe&, entire, lacking nothing; 
he can fill all che void places of the heart. 


2, God can keep us in all trials anderay- 
bles; God can keep up his people, in the 
midſt of :Apoſtacie, Marth. 16. 13. The gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. God can 
keep them, that all the power of Hell ſhall 
not hare them. | p 


4. God is able to comfort the moſt dil 
conſolate foul. Miniſters may ſpeak comfor- 
table words, hut they cannot ſpeak them 
farther then eqche ear ; but God can ſpeak 
them to the heart 3 7. will efre ber ingo the 
wilderneſs, wo. fpeak to phe heart. God tan 
comfort the poor ſoul, letthe caſe be titver 
fo ſad, 2 ſor. 3. 4+ 


2. As God is infinitely able, ſo he is infi- 
nitely gracious, ang faithful. See his Nate 
in E x14. 34. Full of power, and tender mare 
Is not God willing tor the converfion of poor 


ſinners 
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finners, willing as Miniſters > yea, a thou- 
fand, ad ten thouſand times more. 


will ye die, heay, and live. He calls upon aj 
men every where to repent. 

Secondly, God doth not onely defire it, 
but purpoſe it, and refolves. God that hath 
begnn a good work, he will finiſh it; andſo 
for their preſervation, he hath ſaid, Thae the 
gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt them. 
Of all thon baſt given me I haveloſt zone, Joh. 
17:11. Thongh ' God may ſuffer his people 
to be led away for a time, yet they ſhall be 
brought ,back again, and ſhall be kept 
through the power of God unto ſalvation ; 
Heavey and earth ſhall paſs away, byt not one jos 
or title whieb God bath ſpoken. 

'Hoyr willing is God'to comfort all his com- 


fortſel$ ones ? what Mother can be more pi- 


tifuF to her fick child, then God is to them 
that" are under affliftion: Though a Aother 
fotgtr ber ſucking child, yet God cannot forges 
bit perpte. And then he is the Father of all 
comfort, and there are many gracious pros 
miſzs- God hath made to this purpoſe, chat 
they'may be as ſo many Aqua vite pledges of 
Con 
appear, That it is' the beſt Office of a Mini- 
fer, 'both to Miniſter and people, To commend 
them ts God. | | 


tion to his people: So thar ehis will 


t, To Miniſters; it is the higheſt expreſſi- 
> 2-5: 00 


HeaTt - 
how pather ically God ſpeaks, Turn ye, why 
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on of their love ; what greater teſtimonyo 


. their Jave can they ſhew to their people, to 
' do all that for them , that he would wil. 


lingly have done , and ten thouſand tinies 
more? Isitnot anexpreſlion of Jjove from a 
dying Father to his children, Dear ciildren, 
I am now dying, 1 can provide for you no 
more, 1 ſhall leave you ſuch a friegd that ſhall 
provide for you ina moreabundane meaſure 


then if.] had been with you. Ir ivthe beſt de- | 


monſtration of their faith. 

I. That he willnor leavethem to the wide 
world; and then 
2. He will not take any one , he will 
truſt his people with none but God, who is 
able and willing to give account of them. 

3. It is thegreatelt ſatisfaftion to his heart, 
A Miniſters,leaving his people can never be 
ſatisfied in his own breaſt | that he ſhould 
leave them, and commit them, and not to 
know to whom ; but when he knows with 
whom he hath committed them, when. he 
hath delivered them over to God, that firſt 
committed them to him, this is a great qui- 
etment and ſatisfation to a Miniſters ſpirit : 
Every Minifter takes a care of ſouls ; God 
layes the people as a depoitum, and will re- 
quire on account of them at the laſt day. Now 
when a Miniſter is taken from his people, he 
cannor be fatisfied, till he hath delivered 
back his truſt to God, Lord, here they are, 
and while ] was with chem ] did whatl eoyld, 
bux 


- 


—. 
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but now I am taken from them, here I ſur- 

render them back into thy hand ; when I iwas * 
in the world , I kept them in thy Name - 

And ſo itis beſt for the people to be left 

ſuch a one who. will keep chem in all 

their dangers, and comfort them in all af- 

ficions. 


8g * 


3- How ſhould a people be commended to 
God? : hy 

1. By Exhortation. 

2. By Prayer. 


Firſt, by Exhortation. Thus the Apoſtle 
before and after my Text. And then by Pray- 
er, for (o doth St. Pex/. Calvin looks upon 
theſe words as aprayer broughr in, Always 
making mention of you jn my prayers, Rom. 1. 
19. Phil. 1,4. Col. 1, 3. | 

And I truſt that 1 thall not only now, at 
this ſolemn parture , bur as long 3s I live, 
ſtill recommend you into the hands of. God; 
though I ſhall nor preach co you, yer l ſtill 
fhall make mention of you in my prayers, 
that God would ftabliſh, and comfort, and 
preſerve you to his heavenly Kingdom. 
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4- Why doth the Apoſtle commend them 
' o the Word of his grace? For theſe two Rea 
Ons. : 


TT —_— — ————_ 


Firft, Becauſe all the good that any peo- 
| ple 
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ple can [ook for, is froin God'; it id declared 
and laid up in the Promiſes, and in the Goſ- 
pel; there is the Tteafare of God, it js in 
che Goſpel: The React of Gotl, which hath ap- 
peared to all men, bringnb ſalvation, Tit. 2.11. 
We could never have ſation the glorious my- 
ſeries of Salvation, had it not beeri'for the 
grace of God ; we could never haye expect - 
ed good, 'but from"the Goſpel, cliat is the 
great Aagne Charts , wherein. God hath 


made over whaxzſoever concerns the eternal | 


good of his people : We have nothing to 
ſhew for grace, and comfort , and heaven, 
and glory, but his Goſpel, thar is the great 
deed of gift that Cod hath given to his peo- 
Ple ; poor finners mi$hit look a Saviour, if 
the word of God had not revealed it ; thoſe 
people would haye no' {round oo expect (al- 
vation, if God had not declared itin his Gol- 
pel co beſtow it upon them.  —_ 


2. The Goſpel is the onely inſtrument by 
which God brings, and conveys all ther good 
to the {oul chat it ſtands in need of, ſpi- 
ritual and temporal good that accompanies 

alyation. © + hh ED 


God works nothing immediately upon the ' 


ſoul, but by the Goſpel... 


Firſt, If any ſoul beconverted to God, if 

I5by the grace of God: And as Converſion, 

ſo SanRtiticition, that is efteQted by the w_ 
C 
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of God; fo likewiſe in Edification, Salvati- - 
on, and Preſervation. 


. . Vſe.l come now to the Application. It may | 
be I have been too Jong already 3 buer God Uſe and 
knows thet it may be the laſt time that I may APPlica- 
treſpaſs in this kind ; andI have rheApoliles 
Example, who preached at Trs till mid* 

hight 3 but 1 promiſe © have done ina great 

deal leſs cime. 


Uſe. In the Application I (hall. in the A- 
poſtles Example, Commend you to the grace of 


My Brethren , and dearly Beloved, and 
longed for,naw God by hisprovyidence is tak- 
ing me away from yoa,inthe exerciſing of my 
pablike Miniſtry, I commend you 20 God, and 
to the word of his grace. 

This I {hall do, Firſt, by exhorting and 
counſel ; and then by prayer. 


Firſt, By way of Exhortation. Uſe of 


/* Enhert. 
I. In reference to God ; and then 
2, In reference to the word of his grace. 


Firſt of all, my Exhortation in reference 
to God, is, that you -would commie your 
ſelves to God; If it ſhould be fo much a Mi- 
niſters care to commend his peopke to God, 
| | bs, ity. . 
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_- its good reaſon they ſhould commend them- 
ſelves, 


I. All a Minifters commending you:to God, 
will be ro no purpoſe, if you do not commir 
your ſelves. F ſpall alwayes make mention of 
Jon in my prayersas long as God ſhall continue 
me in this valley of tears; I qſ«l pray that 
God fnld build you up, and ſanFifie yow ; 1 
ſhall pray for you, but God will not: hear 
my praiers, if you do not hearken to my 
counſel, To commit your ſelves to Gad. 


2. Conſider, If you can ſo commit your 
ſelves co God, gs to get God to take charge 
of you, you are made for eyer. 


1. God will be an All-ſufticient God; in 
ſtead of all thy friends in-the world, you ſhall 
not need any that 'ball proyide for you to 
prota& you; God will be All ig All, in ſtead 


Lands, Relations ; God will be better to 
- you then ten Hiusbands , then ten Mini- 
 ſters; Ah, better then ten Thouſand 

World:s CREE So ” 


God can ſweeten all your enjoyments, 
God-can provide for .-you , and make you 
happy: in. the middelt; of the! wants' of crea- 


he will give grace'and- glory, end 74 good 
| thing 


of Father , in ſtead of Mother , Houſes, 


tare-Comfores ; God.is a Sun and a, Shield, 
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thing will be witbbotd from then: that fear 
bim. | 


God contains all in himſelf Emnenter ; 
get God, and you pet all; Let rhe World 
frown or ſmife , let it turn upſide down, 
though the Mountains be thrown into the 
mid of the Sea, though the World be ſee 
on fire , yet a Soul that is in Gods keep- 
ing is happy: God 3s a preſent help in time 
of trouble. 


2, As God is an All-ſufficient fri-nd, fo 
he is a firm and a faſt friend to them, My 
Father and Adther forſook me, then th: Loyd 
took me wp, Plal. 27. 10. My fleſh and my 
heart fails, but God fails me not ; though 
my Miniſter and my friends leave me, yet 
God will not leave me; he is engaged by 
his own promiſe, truth, and fairbialneſs, I 
will never, never, never, &c. leave theg nor for- 


ſake thee. 


If you do not forſgke God, God will 
never forſake you ; if once you have {6 
committed your felves to God, as Godac- 
eepts the charge, he hath undertaken that 
you ſhall never depart from him : It is 
part of the Covenant , and he is engaged 
to all the Relations wherein he ſtands to his 
people, as 2 Hnsband, as a Father, as a Ma- 
ſter. 

Bur 
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But you will fay, How ſhall we commig 
our ſelves to God, that God may have a 
charge of us? I will give you onedireQian 
far all... 


1- Take God to be ypur God, and give 
np your ſelves to be his people; if you will, 
before you and I part, heartily and unreſer- 
vedly give up your ſelves to God, to be his 
people, it will be the comfortableſt day that 
ever I ſaw, though in other refpe&s it ma 
be the ſaddeſt 3 as certainly God ig your God, 
ſo certainly he will keep you 3 if you will a- 
vouch your ſelves to be Gods, I will ayvouch 
God to be yours. 


1. You muſt take God to be the portion 
of your ſouls inheritance , lay upall your 
happineſs in God 3 for if you chooſe any 
thing elſe for your happineſs but God, God 
will haye vothing to do with you, God will 
be All or nothing : Your hearts muſt ſay as 
Davids, Lordthou art my portion ; whom have 
IT in Heaven but thee ? and there is nane upon 
earth that I dsſire beſides thee. He accounted 
all nothing for God, God was way $94p ey 
God was his portion, God was his All in All. 


2. You muſt make God the center of all 
your love and delight 3 God will have all 
trom you,. or nothing; you mutt not divide 
your affeftion between God and the world, 
you 
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you muſt love nothingin compariſon ofhim; 
love nothing bur in ſubordination to him z as 
you would have God to be wholly yours, fo 
you mnſt be wholly his. 


3- You muſt take God to be the ſtrength 
and ſhield of your hearts ; if you would haye 
God to tzke care of you, ſo you-muſt caſt 
your careupon God ; if you place your hope: 
any whereelfe, there will beno ſure hold, the 
Anchor of your hope muſt be caſt no where 
elſe ; if you lay your burden any whereellſe, 
God will rot lend you a finger to heip you ; 
but if you place your hope in God, i- od will 
help you; your extremirtie ſhall be his oppore 
tunitie, 


I FJ 


4- You muſt take God to be the guide 
ef your hearts 5 if you would have the pri- 
viledge of Gods guard,you muſt keep in Gods 
way ; keep in Gods way, and you will beſure 
of Gods protettion; do you keep Gods pre- 
cepts, and God will keep your perſon; do 
what God commands, and avoid what God 
forbids, and then you need not fear what will 
become of you. 


Leethe World frown, and Friends forſake 
you,reſolye that you will follow God where. 
foever he leads you, then he wit! be your 
God all your daies, and he will guide you 
here by his counſel, cill at laſt he bring yon 

to 


| of great price, there is Firetion, there is 
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co his glory > And 'thisileads me to the ſe 
cond Exhortation, in reſpett to the Goſpe- 


Secondly Brethren,T commend you tothe word | 


of Gods grace. 1 commend you to the Pre- | 
cepts of God, to be obeyed by them, I com- 


mend you to the Protniſes of God, to be be- 


lieved by you. | 
I. Keep them, and hold them faft care. | 
fully ; ic 1s your Treaſure, ic is your Lite; | 
keep it, and it will keep you, it is all that 
you can ſhew for Heaven : Tleave it as a De- | 
poſitum, if you part with it, take heed how 
you will anſwer ic at the laſt day ; it is the 
Talenc which God hath committed to you, 
for which you will be commended for keep- 
ing at the great day. Hold faſt the Word of 
Gods grace, there is old tugging by the De- 
vil and his inſtruments, either co pull yon 
from the Word , or the Word from you. 
Let go any thing rather then the Goſpel, let 
your Friends, your Efates, your Lives, re 
ther then let go the Goſpel. 


Study Gods Word, do not keep them by 
for no purpoſe: Sqgarch the Scriptures, for in 
them you bope for eternal life. There's the Pearl 


Comfort ; this Book of God w 


; 


wile unto Salvation. 


inrecommutding them ta God, 


If you agver hear Serman more, you bave 
enaugh by the uſe of rhe Bible to carry you 
to Heaven ; There's Divinitie, there is holi- 
neſs and heaven almoſt in every {yllable, when 


youcannot have itpreached to you, Bemuch 


in the ſtudie of ic; | | 

. Then praRtice it coaſciongbly : Be not on« 
ly hearers , but doers of jt; let your con« 
verſation be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel. Ic 
was the Apoſtles adyice go the Philippians, 
z3ng its mine tg-you, Let your converſation be 


ſpch as becomes the Goſpel. Let your conver- 


ſation become the Precepts, the Priviledges, 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Having then 
thus commended you to God, give me leaye 
before we part, to commend God and his 
Goſpel to you. 

1, Make it your daily buſineſs to walk 
with God, make him the companion of your 
lives 3 converſe with God every day in the 
inwgrd of your heares : He that is a ſtranger 
with God, God will ſoon be a ſtranger to 
him ; and if you negleX God one day, you 
yy be to ſeek him when you may molt need 

IM» ; 

2+ Live in the daily exerciſe of grace anJ 
aodlineſs. 

1. Live in the continual exerciſe of 
Faith , live by it , you have need of 
the exerciſe of that grace every day ; you 
can as well live without food, ag live without 
faith; it is chat grace —_ feeds upon _ 

2+ D@ 
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- Be much in the exerciſe of the-fear' of 


the Lord all the day long ; be afraid to fin-a-- 


gainft God; in the fecret of yourſouls mind 

his preſence, in all Places," in all company, it 

all buſineſſes. '" 
3. Be much 1n the mantl of Huniititle? 

live humbly, and think berter of others 'chen 


your ſelves: Humilitie-will' exceedingly as 


mw your profeſſion. . 

. Be much #n the exerciſe of Repentance, 
Bef frequent and conſtant ii prajer, Pray conti- 
nally ; dorit ſpiritually; and doi it exzQly,/ us 
£o the ſeaſon of it. - - - 

5. Be fervent in ſpirit , ſerving the Lerd. 
Whateyer you do for God,do it with afl your 
might ; 5 ' do not puC off God with the Skin zbuit 
ove him the marrow. 

6, Be careful,not only to keep up ſecret; but 
Familie-worlhip 3 the leſs preaching there is 
in publick, the more catechiling and inftru®d 
ing there ſhould be in private. I know 'nd 
more. likely means, then the ſetting up the 
worſtip of God in private families. * - - 

- 7. PrizetheSabbath; be fri and exas 
in the obſervation ofthe Lords day. _1 have 
hewed yo many times wherein the ſpiritual 


obſervation of it doth conſiſt ;.it is you ſeed- | 


time, your market-tay ; it is a fign you ſhall 
one day celebrate an everlaſting Sabbath with 
Gol in the higheſt Heavens. 

8. Be ſtedfaſtin the waies of God in a back- 
liding Age : Keep "_y groand, while others 


fall 


{ 
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iu recommending them to Go4, 
fall away, ſtand faſt in: faith ; be not aſhamed 
to own Chriſt before all the world; reckon 


upon the reproaches of Chriſt, and count . 
them greater riches then rhe Treaſures in Z- 
pt. Do not place Religion in a few ſhadows, | 


when the ſubſtance isnegle&ed; do not taink 
that God will be put off with the skin withone 
the ſubſtance; and by your holy converſati- 


on labour to put tolilencethe fooliſhneſs and. 


ign orance of wicked men, that men may have 

nothing to accuſe you but in the matters of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that you may cut off occaſion 
from them that ſeek occation. Let no re- 
proach make you lay alide holinels, and ſay, 
If this be &1 be vile, I will be vile ſtill. And love. 
all thoſethat have been inſtrumental for your 
ſpiritual comfort, - : 

Forget not to contribute to the neeeſſitie 

ofthe poor Saints ; . think that God hath given 
you your Eſtatesfor ſuch a time as this, for. 
this is acceptable ro God ; Bleſs them that 
curſe you, prey for them that deſpightful'y uſe you, 
ſo ſhall you beap coal. of fireupon their hea#s, whay 
Jou are reviled, yevile wot again. Do your Jutie 
to your Superiours, to thoſe that {od hath 
ſet over you, and ſo carry your ſelves as it was 
inthe caſe of Daniel, that they may tinde no. 
thing againſt you ſave in the matter of your 
God. Inallthingslet your converfation be 
as becomes 'the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrilt, That / 
may rejoyce inthe day of the Lord eſis, that we 
bave not ran in vain, and lab»ured in vain. 


H 3 And 
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Andlabour to keep up that Cbriſtian love, ( 
which in this place hath been) more eminent | 
then any where-I know. I would preach $;, 
Fohns Dodtrine, Little ebildrtn love one anc- 
ther : And that my expreſſion may be pathe- 
tical, 1ſhall ſpeak it in rhe words of the Ap0« 
{tle. in Phil.2. 1,2: If there bc tbertfore any 
conſolation in Chriſt, if any cowfore of lent, if any 
felowſhip of the Spiyig, ;f as y bowels and wiers 
cier, fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likg-minded, 
eoving the ſame love, being of one occord, uf one 

I now have but a word more, ſpeaking of 
yours and mine own comfort under this fad 
DPuſpenſation, | | 
. I, Jt isa Miniſters comfort, thee whett he 
is taken from his people, he can yet Commeeitd 
the to God, andto tbe Werdof bisgrace, which 
is able 20 build thim np, and to give them an it 
berit ance among them that are ſan(t; | 

And eruly, my dearly beloved im the Lacd, 
this is my great work now, when | ame dyiag 
eo you ag to my publick Preaching : My. Be- 
loved, lath very ſenſible tharix is a very fod 
and ſolemn thing for a Minifter eo be cent from 
apeople that he loves as his his own foul, that 
he hath ſahoured among ; for to bi adieu to 
theſe ſolemn meetings, wherein I havepre* 
thed to you, wherein we have mingled. ou? 
fiz#hs an] our tears before the Lord, wheres 
We have rejoyced and ſar down together be 
fore the Lordt his Table, row to think _ 

I mu 
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T muſt tiniſtex with you and for you no more 
in cheſe Ordinances, niethinkv it is a heatt= 
breaking confideration ; to think thar 1 am 
now dying ia this Congregition z to think 
chat 1 am now dying Whilſt I am 'prevch» 
ings qut this is my comfort under theſe fad 
thoughts, that 1 can commit you to God, and 
tothe Word of bis grace; to one that is able xo 
kerp y9u1, ard to build you wp, and ro give you ax 
Mberitance aymyg them that are ſanlified. Like 
4 dying Farher, I can commend you (£0 the 
care of (ach 2 Friend, infiaicely able to ſapply 
all char 1 could not do for you. Fi 


It is the comfort of a dying Father, when 
he ſees his children weeping round about him, 
thathe cm commend them to afaithfulfriend, 
willing to dorhat for them chat he deſired to 
do; znda thoufand times yore. 

| would hope thae F have forne children 
that ] have begotten to Chriſt by my Mini- 
ſtrie, towards whom my bowels yearn ; butt 
this is my comfort, that I can pat them into 
the arms of their and my heavenly Father , of 
their and my bleſſed Redeemer, to be kept 
by the power of God. 

There are tmmy poor ſontschae are yet, it 
the gaul of bitterneſs, and imthebond of nii- 
quitie 3 and if the Lord had ſeen good, I 
would fain have ſeen of the travetof my foul 
hu their ſalvation ; but Fear commend chem 
to Cod,who knows them who belong — his 

| le- 
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EleAion, he can either reſtore me, or can 


do it by another hand ; ard you that are-in 
any meaſure grown in grace, I would be wil- 


ling to be helpful co your joy, and inſtru... 


mental to your comfort ; but I commeyd: you 
#0 God, mho is ably to give all grace to you, andts 


keep you fledfaſt. 


Ie will be ſome alleviation of ſorrow, that 


- though I mult leave you, and die to youas to 


your publick Miniſtry, yet I hope I may a 
while go up and down, and converſe with 
you, tube among you. The Lord grant this 
fayour, that he may behold your ſtedfaſt- 


nels. 


2. This may be your comfort as well as 
mine; this may be the comfort of all thoſe 


poor Congregations that are like to be made | 


Widows by the Metaphorical death of their 
Guides and Paſtors ; but I leave you into the 
hands of all grace and of all comfort. 


This is a black day upon J1ſrael, when (a 
many faithful Miniſters are ſlain at one blow ; 
this is a day of gloominelſs and darknels in ma- 
ny Congregations, for ſo many Miniſters to 
be beheaded in one day ! 


What hath Znglend committed? is it not. 
ſome High Treaſon ? If welook to the cauſe 


of it, why ſo many Miniſters are as dead in 
one | 


| 


—__ 
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one day, as ſo many children without a Fa. 


Andif we look upon the cauſe, what bath 


cauſed God thus to deal with us, we muſt 
complain, Oh ! our unfruicfulneſs ! our fear- 
fal unthankfulneſs under the mercies of God ! 
This will be the Emphaſis and ſting of our 
grief; and this ſhould be the matter of our 
orief. "REN 


' Andthen, if we confider the ſad Progne- 
ſtick, what it doth ſeem to foretel: Ir is a 
ſign , that when God layes afide ſo many 
faithful Miniſters, of ſome ſcourge and cala- 
mitie that is coming upon us, 


But you that can lament this Judgement, 
you that can lament the ſad deprivation of 


' theſe powerful Ordinances, Remember, thar 


though your Miniſter be dead, God can raiſe 
you up othersin their ſtead ; and where the 
way of inſtruments are wanting, he can do 
it without them ; and thoſe that are begot in 
Chriſt, ſhall be preſerved 3 and thoſe that 
are yet uinbroughtin, who belong to the E- 
le&ion of Grace , ſhall in Gods due time 


have the effe&tual work of che Spirit wroughe: 


npon their Souls : For be is able to build you 

#þ, and to give you an Inheritance among thews 

that are ſanilified. Fee 
A 


A 
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And though I take this ſolemn leave of 
you, asto this publick Exerciſe, yet if the 
Lord hall open the door, and take off thoſe 
bands of Death that che Law hagh Jaid upon 
my Miniſtry in regard of Conſcience , who 
cannot conform, for, which aur publick Mi- 
niſtcy isſuſpended, 1 ſhsJl cheerfully and wile 
liog]ly xeturn to you in this place. 8 


But now, though your dying Miniſter, in 
reſpe& to the Exerciſe of his publick Mini» 
ſtry, is _ of you, yet I commit you jn- 
to a (afe hand, 7 commeyd you to God, and ti 
bis Graee. . Ames. 


? 


| 
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Revel. 2. 9, 10. 


1 know thy works,and tribulation,and pover- 
ty5 (but thou art rich) and Tknow the 
blaſphemy of t hem which ſay they are Jews, 

_ aud arenot,but are the ſynagogue of Satan. 

Fear none of thoſe things which thou fhalt 
ſuffer 5 behold, the devil ſhall caft ſome of 
you into priſon, that ye may he tried, and 
ze ſhall have tribulation ten dayes : be thou 
faithful unto death , and Iwill give thee a 
crown of life. 


TEAR; N the former verſe you have the 
WW)/ pen of ſuperſcription and deſcription of 
gn this Epiſtle : the ſuperſcription 
Ig) 007+: . by the mouth and hand of Fob», 
omni" tothe Angel of the Church of 
ETAL Smyrna Hom is) the miniſtry of 

the Goſpel, or the Colledge of 


Presbyters: As the whole Tribe of Levi in Ma- 
lachy is called the Angel of the Lord : ſo here, the 
whole Tribeand officeof the Miniftry is called 
the Angel : Angel is not aterm that ſignifies a 
fingle perſon, but a name of Office. Then = 

L cue 


146 Mr. Pledger's Farewell Sermon. 


the Deſcription ( Theſe things ſaith the firſt and 
the laft,which was dead and i alive ) Re is deſcri» 
bed by his eternity, by his ſuffering, and by his 
reviving : Iſhal! not; eak of this , nor ot the 
verſes fo'lowing the Text, Tſhall ſpeak of the 
Inſcription or Narration of the Epiſtle in theſe 
ewo verſes, wherein you have, 1. A Commenda»- 
tion: 2. An Adnonition, a piece of heavenly 


Counſel. 


1. You have a Commendation , 1 know thy 
works, &c, Ilike it well the pains thou takeſt in 
my ſervice for my ſervants fake; 1 know how 
chou haſt ſuffered : | take all well, I conſider 
all the reproaches that are yomited one againſt 
thee. 


2. Then you have the Counſel. 1. Fear 
none of theſe things. 2. The Arguments to 
ſet it on. 


i. 'Tis the Devil that ſhall crouble you: hes 
the prime Agent, he that never took a good 
cauſe - Thou haſt certainly God for thee if thou 
haſt the Devil againſt thee, 


& Tis Devil ſhall be checked and reſtrain» 
ed, 

1. As to the number of them he ſhall deal 
withall : | The devil ſhall caſt ſonte of you into jriſon| 
Heaimes at all, but he (hall come ſhort of ma* 
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 andſoas to recompence it. 
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2. In reſpe& of the kind of the Aflition - 

[Cof ſome into priſon | fe aimesat our ſouls, to 

iſturb the peace vftnem, eo caſt us into hell, 1 
bur it ſhall be but into priſon. 


h For the deſign of this Afi&ion (Not for 
deftru@ion, but to try ws] It ſhall not be ay wood 
in che fire , to be conſluned : bur as gold in the 
fire, to be eryed. 


4. For the term of duration , it ſhall not be 
for ever | But for ten dayes| for a time, for a 
ſet time, for a ſhort time; perhaps thou ſhalt 
loſe thy life 5 But be thou faithful unto the death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life, 

Before I go out] ſhall endeavour toſhine in 


the whole light of this Text in theſe fix or ſeven 
Propofitions, 


Pro, 1. 


Firſt, Jeſizs Chriſt takes notice of all the work, 
and trouble, and loſſes that we endure for him. 


' There cannot be a godly word ſpoken bur the 


Lord hears it, takes notice of it ; nota day of 
humiliation, not a tear, not a prayer, not a figh, 
not a cup of cold water, but the Lord ſets it 
down : [tem at ſuch a time thou didſt loſe ſuch 
a thing,hazard ſacha concernment. Now this 
knowledge lies in two things. 1. It implyes an 
Approbation- 2. ARecompence : I kwow what 
thox deeft, what thou ſuffereſt, ſo as to approve it, 
Now then if God 
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takes notice of what we do and ſiffer for his 
Name, then either we muſt ay he hath not good 
enough,or not time enougi to beſtow that good 
upon us,or not faithfulneſs enoughto performe 
his. pr omite, before we canbe moved from his 


ſervice. 
Pp). 2 


Secondiv, I obſerve. Believers in their poors 
eſt condition, when they have loſt all, rhey ae 
rich: I know thy poverty, but thou art rich, The 
only wile man is the only rich man ( ſo ſaith the 
Philoſopher ) but the Believer 1s the rich man 
(to faich the Wiſdom of God inthe Text, JAnd 
the riches of a Believer lies in five things. 


1, In his intereſt, he hath a God for his por- 
tion: Faith doth uaite and implant into che 
Loid jeſits Chriſt; fo that we are become ſpiri- 
tually rica corthe utmolt cegree ©f happineſs: 
ſ:ith David, The lines are fallen to me in a pleaſant 
place, T bave a goodly beritage, All that rich Love 
of God, which is ſtronger then death it ſelf : a 
11ch Covenant of grace fhines in the Promiſes 
as fo many pearls; he vl] not withhold any thing 
th e£is god , nar (uffer any thing that is evilto 
fall upon us, that ſhall not turn ro good, How 
rich are tiey that are rich in Gud ? 


2. Believers muſt needs be rich in their Re- 
lations : Orr comminiion is with the Fathes , and 


with bis Son F ſis Chriſt; They that are married 
£0 
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to Chrift,and have an intereſt in him, they mult 
certainly contraCt very honoiunable Allies, the 
Brother of Jeſus Chrift , a Member of Chriſt : 
ſhe chat marries a Prince or King, is a Queen : 
What title of honuvur ſhall we give co one chat is 
eſpouſed to Jeſus Chriſt ? 


3. The Believer is honourable in his poſſeſſi- 
ons: To name but two, poſſeſſion of Grace, 
poſſeſſion of Peace : Grace and Peace, there is 
your riches; the Lord falutes you in his Word, 
the leaſt drachm of grace 15 more then all the 
world:and this 1s the charaCter of one that hun- 
gers and rhirſts atter Chriſt. And then for com- 
torts which are groundea upon grace and the 
work of grace:for the ſpring of grace is a ſpring 
of joy: Inthe world you ſhll bave trouble, Lut in 
me peace: and inthe midſt of my troubled thuughts 
( faith David) thy comforts delight my ſ'ul. 


4. A Believer is rich in regard of his expe» 
Qation, that reverſion, that bleſſed ho; e that is 
reſerved for him. A Believer his Charater is, 
to long and Jook for the appearance of Chrift : 
The Believer iS rica in tae everlaiting Kingdom 
of glory. 


5. A Believer is rich in the things of this life: 
he can hive abcve theſe things, he can be content 
wichont them:corteirtation is your riches ; you 
ſhall want nothing char is good 3 Why then ave 
we not enough ?anu if we haveenongh, why do 
we not lee our 1iches? Becaute God doth not 
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ſhake down the Acorns from the tree of common 
Providence , Which he does to the he-ds of the 
world, but feeds us with childrens bread, fhall 
we therefore repine ? Let us ſee our riches 
even in the things of this life. He that believes 
on Chriſt, is in ſucha condition as can know no 
want : He that isnot in (C. hriſt, cannot be rich:He 
that is 1n Chriſt, cannot be poor. Judge nor of 
his consition by what he appears outward- 
ly. A Believer is worth as much as the Pro- 
miſes come to, wh'ch are his Charter ;z as much 
astne Kingdome of Heaven comes to, which is 
his reverfion. iet=1 7 | | 


Pro, 3+ 


Chriſt takes notice of all the reproaches and 
b'aſphemies of his Adverſories : I know the 
blaſphemy of them that ſay they are Fews and are 
not , but are of the Synaggne of Satan. Chriſt 
counts himſelf reproached when h1s ſervants 
and wayes are reproached : The reproaches of them 
that reproached thee are fallen upon me. A Chrifti- 
an doth quarter Armes with Lhrift: therefore 
all the reproaches « f the black mouths, they 
are elpecially caken notice of by Jeſus Chrifþ. 
There is not a word they can ſpeak , bur is pre- 
ſently recorded among the mem:randums of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Repent, if ic he poſſible : the word 
in thy tongue, the thought in thy mind may be 
forgiven ; [| (cy,if it be poſſible, chough a mali- 
c10us ſcoffer does ieidome return, 


Pro, 


; 


) 
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Pro. 4. 


Whatever the Children of God ſuffer at any 
time before the Grave, they muſt ſiffer ſtill 


Þ I keow thy works, and Tribulation (nay yet the 


wind i not over) inthenext verſe tho ſhall ſuffer | 
After great expences of blocd and treaſure, ſtill 
more heavy calamities: the water of Tribulati- 
on doth riſe higher and higher till the believer 
reliſts unto blood ſtriving againſt fin: you muſt 
exped it, you muſt gowith your lives in your 
hands reſolving upon the greateſt trouble, fo 
wade througha deep flood of calamicies,nor one 
peice of the Croſs excepted. 


Pro. 5. 


Chriſt uſually gives notice to his people in 
their ſufferings, he tells us before hand, So 
Feb. 16. 7. Mat. 24.9, Ads, 9.16. There never 
did befall any great tryal, but the Church of 
God had notice of ir : Abraham had notice of 
Sodoms deftru&ion : Noah had notice of the old 
worlds deftrution : Abraham again had notice 
of the ruin of Ezypt : Sothe Anti-Chrittian trou= 
ble muſt come upon the Church, riſe higher 
and higher, ſpecially in the laſt dayes : they are 
ſet down exaGtly in the book of the Revellations : 
An1itheReaſons are, 


1. That Gods people may not be offended 
when troubles come, Fob. 16, 1, T told jor that 
L 4 108 
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yore might not bs offended. Look for them that you 
may not be terrified by reaſon of the unexpet: 
edneſs of them. | 


2, That he might convince us that there j; 
nothing befals us withont his privity: he tha 
foreſees them he muſt needs ſee them ; he tha 
forecaſts them, he muſt needs have the ordering 
of them z wot a hair of your beads falls tothe ground 
withqt bis Council, without his hand. 


3. That we mighe provide for them : know yo 
got the coming of the Son of Man ? When Chriſt 
comes with notable mercies, uſually he ſends his 
harbingers ; we muſt therefore be as Noah: being 
warned of God, believing his wordzbe was moved with 
fear and built an Ark, | 


Pro. 6. | 

What ever troubles come upon the people of 
God, they have no cauſe to fear : fear none of theſe 
things thou ſhalt ſuffer : be careful for nothing (it's 
very comprehenſive) there tis a fear that we can- 
not be without, : and there isa fear we may not 
admit: A fﬀear there is :of dependan ce, this fur- 
thers our preparation, Prayer, - FENOUNCcing our 
ſelves, flying to theLord Jeſus und:r his wings: 
that's a blefſed fear of trouble that: makes us to 
cone neererto God : But then there's a fear of 
diſpondency, Apoſtaſie, a fear of diſtra&ion, (0 
as to be diſmayed, diſcouraged. There's n0 
ground of (|iyiſh fear as to God 5 no goon n 
a fata 
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a fatal fear of man, ofany thing that man can do 
tous: And the Reaſon is, 


1. All our ſufferings are ordered by a Father: 
'tis the potion that chy Father gives thee to 
drink: what ever bitter ingredient there is in ir, 
ſtill it's of thy Fathers procuring - why wilt thou 
ſuſpect it to be poylon and afraid of it ? no, þ 
encouraged. 


2. Fearnot: Chriſt ſtands by thee in all chy 
ſufferings: The Angel Rood by Chriſt in his 
Agony to comfort hiw: but Chriſt ftands by us 
in our Agony, in ovr conten-iing for the Faith : 
fear not (fath God) O worm Jacob, I will be with 
thee : He is a'wayes with us, though ſomtimes 
as to ſenſe 'tis otherwiſe : nay if Chriſt be neerer 
to usat any time, tis when trouble is moſt neec 
us. (O Lord be not far off, for trouble is xeer,faith the 
Fſalmiſt ) That trouble is bleſſed that engages 
God to be neerer to us, that engages us to come 
neerer to God. 


32. Fear not what ever tis that we ſuffer: there 
ſhall be ſufficient ſtrength given to bear it, to go 
through it: God-will n-ver lay more upon thee 
then he will enible thee to bear: and if thy 
ſcrength be increaſed proportionadly, it is all 
one for thee tolifta pound weight, and to lift a 
hundred pound weight, 


4. Fear not any of theſe ſufferings, becauſe 
none of them ſhall hurt thee : God hath ſaid he 
| will 
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will ſtave off all evil from thee (no evil ſhall come 
nigh thy dwelliug ) and be that feares the Lord ſhall 
nt be viſited of any evil, Pro. 19.23. No hurt ſhall 
come, nothing thall come to thee amils (that is) 
as to thy Soul, and the foul is the man: there 
ſhal{ be no impairing to thy ſoul, to thy beſt in- 
tereſt: chou ſhalt loſe nothing but that thou 
canſt not keep, nothing that enters into the 0« 
ther world to make up thy happineſs, thou ſhalt 
loſe nothing to do thee good; no loſs of com- 
munion with God, no loſs of grace, peace and 
comfort; thy intereſt ſhall not be ſhaken, thy 
Communion ſhall nt be dimiriſhed. 


But why doI ſpeak ofno hurt?there ſhall come 
2 great deal of good by theſe troubles: When 
God calls thee to ſuffer, and thou wilt put him 
off with doing, make it up that way, God loſes 
by ir, and thou doſt loſe that thou doſt : butif 
you would buckle your ſelf to that ſervice God 
calls forz ative when 'tis ative ; paſſive when 
tis paſſive, this is that peice of godlineſs chat is 
great gain. Thou wilt either live or dye, and 
ſhalt gain both wayes; if thou liveſt, thy Graces 
hall be better, the ſpirit of God ſhall reſt upon 
thee 3 if thou dye, thy glory which 1s weighty, 
ſhall be double; che weightier the Croſs, the 
weightier the Crown; be content to go as Chriſt 
did from the Crols to the Crown. Letus ſtrive 
againſt our carnal Jluſts, thoſe few things that are 
ready to choak our faith, diſparage God, and 
cut the Sinews of our endeavour to any ſervice 
Cod calls us to. : 
1, Cone 
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1, Conſider our troubles are like to be great: 
here is the Symptoms of Gods diſpleaſure upon 
us, here is the pouring out of ſuch a providence 
among us,as is uſually attended with deſtruQive 
Judgments. Sodomes calamicy was Coming when 
one Lot was diſcharged : Germany's calamity was 
coming when one Lzther was taken away 3 Lord 
then what woe is this to ſleep away ſo many 
faithful, painful labourers at once / but its our 
Duty to ſuffec patiently and not complain. 


2. As our troubles muſt be grezt, ſo, many 
will fear, and in fearing faint; we ſee it come 
to paſs, an1 you will find ic more and more : 
There are thoſe that run with the Fout-men, 
that will not keep pace with the Horſe-men,that 
may be left benind ard be trod under Foot : 
our troubles are likely to ariſe according tv all 
we can learn from Scripture and providence, 
and very many there be that will ſhrink. 


3. Conſider 'cis a yery difficult thing to ſtand 
ſtedfaſtin a day of evil; you cannot nameany of 
Gods Children, but when they have indeed 
conetoit,teir carnal fears have been working 
ſo 45 their feet bave allm'ſt ſlipt, they have been al- 
moſt gone, but that for tae promiſe of God,that 
he would lay no more upen them then he would 
enable them to bear, 


O bnt 
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O but you will ſay, What will become of the 
publique intereſt, of the name and Church of 
God ? and what ſhall become of my private in- 
tereſt £ F 


I anſwer, you have no ground of fear (accor- 
ding to Scripture) in either of theſe reipe&s. 


Firſt as to the p:1bl1que name of God, the in- 
tereit of his Church, of his truth, of righteouſ- 
nels, ofa real Reformation, i"tereſt of our pra» 
yers and hopes, be not afraid. 


1. God bears a dear reſpe& unto his pe-.ple: 
they are repreſented in Scripture by all names 
that may impore dearneſs & nearneſs unto him : 
che intereſt of his glory 15 bonnd up in his peo- 
ple: he calls Iſrael Þ:is Glory : We know the in- 
tereſt of men is that which moves the world: but 
the intereſt of God,of his Glory,no doubt will be 
the ground of fafery and (ſecurity unto us, even 
rill God cake us to Heaven. For the intereſt of 
Gods Juſtice, God made Hell ; and for the in- 
tereſt of his mercy and grace he gave JeſusChriſt 
to die,co take effe& here amongſt theChildren of 
= 3 do you think God will forget his inter- 
elt £ 


2, Remember Gods wayes are inthe deep: 
you cannot tel] what G: d 1s doing; when you 
think thoughts of deftruQion ard confufion,my 
thoughts towards you ſaurh Gould,are thoughts of 
peace: Andtruiy Ged he does nut fave a Soul, 
Nor 
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nor does not promote theSalvation of hisChurch 
in any eminent degree, but it iS in a way that is 
croſs and contrary to the ſenſe and expettation 
of fleſh and blood: in ſo much you know the 
darkneſs of our condition has been the entrance 
upon deliverance; as juſt before the day dawns, 
its the darkeſt of che night 3 when God looked 
and there was nnne to help them, ſaies he,my arm 
bronght ſalvation. 

Thus it is with you that are effe&ually called: 
you have received the ſentence of death ; the 
entrance upon your deliverance, 15 the darkeſt 
time of your condition. 


3. God cando great things. Foel. 2. fear not, 
thy God O Syon can do great things. Tis the diſs 
faragment that we offer to God, we aſcribe 
moreto the Creaturethen we do to God: when 
we give way to carnal fear ; fear not what man 
can do, becauſe of the power of God which was 
his ſhield and buckler ; Is any thing too hard, tco 
heavy for God?and when God does great things, 
he uſually goes on todo greater ; though he may 
ſeem to ſuffer his work to be thrown back to 
confuſicn, and his people may be readyto ſay we 
thought he had redeemed Iſrael, that degree of 
Reformation ſhall not be loſt, You know in Lu 
thers time, take any (ſpecial degree of Reformati- 
on in the Church, and it ſeemed to be oppoſed 
by the Gates of Hell : when it was brought upon 
the ſtage to any hopefull degree, then it was 
taken as it were utterly oug of ſight for a 
while: but it was never loſt: thus God is bue 
making 
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making way for his own glory to appear in theſe 
great works. 


O but you will ſay what ſhall become of my 
particular ?It is enough God hath promiſed that 
we (hall not want any thing that is truly good, 
and chat nothing that is evil (hall fall upon us 
and lie upon us: though we do not ſee deliver- 
ance, it ſhall be: whatever o:.r ſad thoughts and 
tiemblings of heart may be, yer give God the 
Glory of hisword : Take thele fewDir e&ions. 


x. Striveto ſtrengthen thy Faith. Faith is that 
which layes hold on Chriſt : and Chriſt is your 
ftrength: therefore faith is ſaid to do that which 
Chriſt does: let every day drive thee to a renew- 
ed atof Faith : Takeheed, be not ſhaken in the 
faith of the Cauſe, be not ſhaken in the faith of 
Chriſt (fides cauſe, fides Chriſti ) Be not ſhaken 
upon the Cauſe, whichupon utmoſt examinati- 
on we find to be according tothe word, hold 
that: Heaven and Earth fball paſs away, but not one 


jot andtittle of this Cauſe. And then do not ſhake 


in the Faith of Chriſt, chat is, in your laying 
hold, in your applying your ſelves to him, in 
your reſting and ſetling upon him; beg cf God 
to ſtrengehen your faith. 


2. Get more Self-denial : we miſt forſake all, 
we mult not except any thing. A man would 


part with his life as eaſily as wich a pin 
O 
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off his ſleeve, if he had but ſome confiderable 
growth in ſelf-denyal. 


3. Get a great deal of love towards that Chrift 
that loved us with a love ſtronger then death : 
et love of that Chriſt that may be ſtronger then 
ife. Letnothing inthe world be of any confi- 
deration with you,(o as Chriſt may be magnified 
in your bodies:love will breed courage, and caft 
out fear : {laviſh fear before God, carnal fear be- 
fore men. 


4+ Get a true infight into an account of ſuf- 
fering and troubles whence they are: they ifſue 
from the ſame love with redemption of your 
ſouls from hell,and your glorification:God doth 
every thing in purſuanceof the purpole of his 
love : he doth every thing according to the 
platform and pattern of his thoughts towards us 
from eternity. Confider what troubles are, and 
to what end ; not to deſtroy, butto try: to wean 
from the world, to fit for heaven. 


5. Getan inſight into the vanity of the crea- 
ture: youreckon the creature ſome great mat- 
ter, and that is the reaſon of your love, and of 
your fear. 


6. Get the fear of God,that may over-rule c- 
ther fears: Fear not him that can but kill the body, but 
feay him that is able to caſt body and ſoul into bell fire, 


7. Keep a clear conſcience void of offence 
towards 
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rowards God and cowards men: by a heart a- 
baſing confeſſion of what is paſt, and the appli= 
cation of the blood of Chriſt, and by mortifica- 
cion and watchfulneſs therein keep your ſelves 
from evil for the time to come, 


3. Get a better aſſurance of eternal life; a 
glimpſe and fight of this would make a man run 
through the very flames of hell. How com- 
fortable was Steven when a ſhower of ſtones was 
about his eares,to ſee Jeſus ltanding at the righe 
hand of God! Twonder how they dare to ven- 
ter their life that have no ground of a berter 
Jife : bue for choſe that have a we!ll-grounded 
hope of the mercy of God, they ſay, We reckon 
cheſe light aſtiftions, whichare bur for a mo- 
ment, to work for us a far more exceeding an.1 
eternal weight of glory. Fear not any of tbeſe 
things which you ſhall ſuffer, 


Pro. 7. 


Chriſt does limit Satan, he hath him in a 
ſtring , him andail his !nſtruments : (The Devil 
hall caſt ſome of you ing» priſon, &c.) Every word 
hath ics weight : Who ſhall do it? the Devil : 
Waat ſha'l he do ? caſt you into priſon ; How far? 
fome of you: How long ? ter dayes: For what 
uſe? that you may be tryed: Chriſt as he hath 
Saran in a Chain of providence, ſo he hath a 
chain of reſtraint; ic is Chriſt chat ſetsa circle 
about him,he cannot cauſea hair of thy head co 


fall: heis in the hand of Chriſt : they are as truly 
under 


"—_— 


n—_— CIT "es 


foo Y) id bow © © vV WW: Þ 


a 
ev 


FF 


My. Pledgers Farewell Sermon. 16x 


ander him and his hand, as they are againſt him : 
If God lets alone his Enemies,what thall they noc 
doe? if God lets alone his People, what hall 
they doe ? 


2. God has a ſpecial Providence about the 
things of his Church by way of Eminencie, by 
way of permiſſion, and ordination. 


3. You will not deny but there's power e- 
nough in God to deſtroy al) chat are againſt him, 
and toli..irall, and all ſhall make to the praiſe 
of God, and to his peoples good. 


4. The Lordis excecding mercifull, he can« 
not hold when the Enemy comes to inſult, to 
blaſpheme, and revile; Now will T ariſe, ſaith 
God, and ſet him at liberty from him that puffeth at 
him : there is not only a judging of their Ene- 
mies hereafter, but a judging of them here : the 
world ſhall ſay, Verily there is a God that rewardeth 
righteouſneſſe, verily there is 2 God that judgeth the 
earth, 


5. God has a ſpecial deſign in hand : there- 
fore juſt ſo farr ashe will carry on that de- 
fign God hath towards his people ( which is 
alwaies a defigne of faithfullneſſe ) juſt ſo farr 
ſhall the Enemy goe. 1/z, 10. The Enemy means 
not {o, he means to cuts off a people not a few 3 
but Gods end was otherwiſe, and he will over- 
rule them : this is the Comfort, there's a ſer 
time, there's an end. 
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Gods people, ard judging their enemies: 
ſn che intention, and exte: ſton: one 1s for 
ruine, tie other i proportion : oneis alight 
aMiGion, the other a !oad, And then for exten- 
tic one 15 for eye; ,and the other 1$ for time, for 
ten Gayes, Thea cnr ;Miiftions ſhail have an 
end,lan\l a con'ortzble end; Are not theſe two 
end* comfoi tuble,tie end of Our fins,and che end 
of Our ſorrow ? God will reftcre comfort to his 
mourners ; let us be mourners during the time 
cf mourning: Cod will quickly cl ath us with 
garments of Pzaile * there fhall be an end of our 
fuffe: ing<,never an end of our joy and glory. 


Pro, 3, 
To conclude in a word, Be faithful to the death: 


Be faithful in your promiles, in your vows and 
purpoſes, your covenants of obedience andre- 


formation : perlilt in che doftrine of che Golpel, 


and the worthip of the Goſpel, and the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, and cflice Chrift hath fixt in his 
Churci: be faithful by your moſt earneſt, zea- 
lJous defire> before the Lord : Be faithful to the 
death: he will never let you ſee death till all 
your fears are conquered ; he can preſently 
take them aivay z he will certainly be preſent 
with you n ail your troubles, And remember, 
God in tender mercy and faithfulneſs, for the 
preſent, acce:ts the unfeicned purpoſe to be 
eunftant and fajichful to him to the Ceath. v 
[' 


" There is a difference between the afflifting of 


; 
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Jude UV. 35 
and Contend earneſily for the faith, Cc. 


Heſe words contain two parts : 
1. ADuty exhorted to. 2. The 
oy |} manner of the management of 
ES || that Duty. 


The duty exhorted to, is, to 
retain the faith delivered to 
the Saints : The manner of its management 


be is, that we ſhould earneſtly contend to keep 
it; 


M 2 
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I opened the termes, What's meant by faith ? p 


It isnot'ſo' much the grace of faith, but the : 
Dodrine of faith ; not ſpecial faith whereby we 
apprehend ſpecial mercy upon a promiſe made 
to the Ele&,but the Fides que creditur, the whole 


| [ ſubſtance of the dofrine of Chriſt as to 
al things that are tobe believed, and duties that , 
MR are to be praiſed. 


But why is ſaid The faith that was once delive- 
red ? ( that is ) Invariably, Irrevocably , once 
for all. Delivered, reſpeCts the priviledge the 
fi Saints of God had in the faiih that God had left; t 
q 'tis the faith of the Goſpel, committed as a Trez- 
| ſure + And the Church is called a Candleſtick, 
= not only co hold out the light , but to hold the 
A lighr : whence che Church is called the pilla, | 
| or the ground of eruth : not that they are to + 
ip wake Dodrines, but to hold forth the doc- | 
trines of Chriſt, even as Tables and Pillars, 
upon which Prociamations are hung and held q 
forth ro be made publique: ſo is the Church of | 
Chriſt, 'tis that in which ehe Truths of the Lord 
Jeſus are kept, and will be kept from one age £0 
nk an Other. | 


But what's the import of the word | Earneſt) 
contend ? | Jt's a word uſed only once in thenev 
Teſtament in the Compotition : The word in 
the root is frequently uſed, and imports 2 ſtr#ug: 
ling with might and main, as thoſe that uſe toruns 


games, It's uſed for Feſws Chriſt in his _— 
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He waSin an Agony; the ſame word from whence 
this word is compounde9, The Apoftle would 
imply ſuch a contention , ſuch a ſtruggling to 
keep the faith of the Goſpel, as one word in the 
Engliſh isnot able to exprefle it, and Tzterpreters 
very much differ what's the import : the beſt 
center in this, that we ſhould ſo contend for the 
faith, as men that would contend to keep their 
very lives. 


The Propoſition is this, That it is the duty 
of the Saints of God to maintain 2n earneſt con- 
tention,to ſtraggle for and to keep the faith that 
was betruſted with them : Wherein this Conten- 
tion doth confiſt - 


1, It is not a Carnal contention, the weapons 
of our warfare are not Carnal, but Spiritual, 
the Saints are not called to contend for the 
faith with Carnal weapons, with Carnal power 
and force : ( not by might and power, but by 
the Spirit of God ) force and power, and a 
flefhly Arme, Priſons, Pillories, and Chains, and 
taking away of mens Comforts and Eſtates pon 
the account of the Faich of the Goſpel, hath been 
the uſual way of Errors defending it {elf : Pray- 
ers and Tears are the Churches weapons. 


2. "Tis nota contention of uncharitableneſſe: 
This contention allows no murthering either 
of the bodies or ſouls of men : Chriſtians 
are ſo to contend againit Errer 2nd finfull 
praftice, as to love their perſons,and pitty thoſe 
M 3 they 
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they contend with. There are ſome opinio ns, 
that there is no way to ſhew a holy way of zeal 
2gainſt,nor be able to deſtroy chem but by a ho- 
ly ſeparating from the perſons: chere were (ich | 
to whom it was not lawful tv ſay God ſpeed, or 
receive them into their houſes : bur yee this is 
in order to the ſaving the foul ; Saving ſome 
plucking them as brands out of the ki e. 


But poſitively, this holy contention ie conſiſts 
in theſe four things. 


I. In managing the ſword of the Spirit, the 
Word of God,againft errors and finful pradtiles, 
to be ableto confute them mightily, as Apollos 
did, out of the Scriptures,ſheu ing the Jews that 
he Jeſus is the Chrilt. 


2. By Prayer: for to pray down finful opi- 
nions and practiſes. That we mean when we 
pray, Thy kingdome come, that the Goſpel may 
run on and be glorified ; that theſe nights of 
darkneſs may be diſpelled : that Truth may 
ſhine co the perfet day. 


3. By holy praiſing againſt chem : by hold- 
ing forth the Word of life in your converſations: 
by ftriving together by a mutual provocation 
for the faich of the Goſpel in reſpe& of holy 


walking. 
4 By being able co ſuffer for them. 
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I ſhall now ſum up all ina wo:d of Exhorta- 
Saint,to take up this Exh-:reation of the Aa_ 
Earnejtly to contend for the faith that was once aelt- 
wered tothe Saints, The (um of all is,to beg that 
you wou!d be valiantfor the truth of Chriſt, 
that whatever hath been delivered to you Con- 
ſonant to che truth, agreeable to the faith deli- 
vered tous, that yon would ſtruggle migat and 
main by ali Cariſti-n courage,by argument,Pra- 
Aice, prayer, by (:ffering, rather then Jet go 
thiſe eriths chat God {ricly rar 7ht you by hin 
faithful Minifter;: that Chriſt tizat tics Leen 
preacaed to you: thoſe Scriptures you have in 
your hands; thoſe Do&rines you have learned by 
experience, by prayer, by ":wrching the word: 
thoſe wayes cf worltip God hath taught you: 
thoſe patterns of his houſe,and out -goin3e,and 
returnings there that he hath taugnt you; be 
exhorted to hold them faſt, and not to let them 
& 5 (contend earneſtly forthe faith,&c.) 


It is to be lamented, that there is ſo ſad a ſpirit 
of indifferencie among Chriſtians, as we find at 
this day. Many do fo carry it,as if there were 
nothing in the Goſpel of Chri.i that were wor» 
thy the owning by pratt-iing, or worthy the 
owning by ſuffering. This inke-warm indiffe- 
rent temper hath done the Church of (3cda 
great deal of miſchief formerly; aad if adrait- 
ted now, will doyou as much miſchief again» 
M 4 It 


| Fered, and which he delivered to us. 
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It hath been one of the ſins which the Lord at 


' this day is judging and puniſhing his poor peo- 


ple for, that our zea! have been fo hot againſt 
one another for meer circumitances, and ſo cold 
when wearelike toJoſetiae ſubſtance: that our 
Contentions riſe ſo high in matters hardly of any 
moment, andour ſpirits wo:k ſolow whenchey 
areto gain the greatThings for which Chriſt ſuf- 
It is my 
work therefore to beg you, that you would pur 
on a holy reſolution , that there may be no con- 
tention among us ( for we are Brethren ) bur 
only that contention, who may moſt retain and 
evidently witneſs the Faith, that is delivered to 
us ; [t i5 the truſt God hath committed, and he 
doth expe& and look how we will manaceit 
with courage and confidence, to keep the Faith 
of the Goſpel. There are very great oppoiitions 
againſt yo', and there ought to be great 1ef[>1u- 
tions of Chriſtians co maintain themſelves as 
ainſt ſuch oppoſitions, lt is a very ſad thing that 
kriſtians ſhould ſee the Faith and the wayes cf 
the Goſpel of God as it were taken from chem 
atany time, and they have nor one word to 
ſpeak, nor any thing at all for t. venture in ſuf- 
fering tor the wayes and truths of Jeſus Chriſt 3 
A:;ſes had ſuch a holy zeal, that when Aaron was 
an example tothe peoyie to lead them to 1dola- 
gry,he contended with himearneſtly co his face. 
Tie 72al of Gods fervants 15 ſo ſmall now that 
th gi: Baſaam be 2bourt'ie work, we have not a 
wi: deo ſpeak: Thongh the falle Prophets of 
Anticarilt be about the buſine(s, yet no Chriſti 
, ai 
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an hath courage to ſpeak. The holy. Apoſtle 
Paul, when Peter walked with an uneven foor, 
and began to Fudaiſe, he tells us, he cid reſiſt 
him to his face : fhall Paz reſilt Szmon-Peter , 
and ſhal] not the Saints of God. refilt Szmon- 
Magus ? (hall they refift Hymeneus and Philetus, 
and ſhall we not contend with Alexander the 
Copper-ſmich? 'tis bur ſuitable co what God 
expects; and the Exhortatiqn here given us, 
that we ſanuld maintain it with might and 
main, as that which 15 our Treaſure, which we 
will not let go, the faith once delivered to 
the Saints, 


\ To pur you upon this, I might encourage you 
with ſeverallchings; all the Reaſons mentioned 
are as ſo many motives co this holy ſpiritual 
contention : Shall I tell you of 3, words 
further ? 


1, The mercy of Gods delivering the Truth 
ro you, ſhould engage you to this holy contenti- 
en : *cis ſuch a mercy as is a non-{uch mercy, P/z. 
147. the two laſt Verſes, He bath given his Fudge 
ments to Fqcob, and his Statutes to Iſrael: He bath 
nit dealt ſo with every Nation, How many of the 
greateſt part cf thoſe thar we call Chriſtians 
in the world, are put like Sanpſoz to grinde 
among the Philijtims * Superſtition , Popery, 
Idolatry , Will-worſhip , ſuch el:ings as Jeſus 
Chriſt never delivered to his Saints, having 


Loth their eyes out, the Scripture light char 
| ſhould 
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ſhould have ſhewed them the truth taken fron 
them, and their Conſciences that ſh »U1d teach 
them 3 car ied in the pocket of ſome bale prieſt, 
that dare not think any other then what he will 
cel them, How m ny arethere, even of the very 


reformed of the wor d, whoonly get upon ſome | 
broken plank ofShip-wracke truth, whereby they | 


ſwim tothe Lord Jeſus! But God does nor deal 
thus with us : you have had the whole Conlel 
of God revealed to you, a glorious light ſet up 
in the nation for a hundred of years paſt, which 
hath been like the light of ſeven dayes : for theſ? 


ewenty years paſt the running too and fro of men | 
hath increaſt knowledg : you have learned the | 
eruth from Gods faithful miniſters : you have 


received it with much afflition, with many 
remptations-: it hath coſt Jeſus Chriſt dear to 
ſend it, ichath coſt you dearco receive ir, and 
will you let it g0? Your fin above all others 
will be a:olt provoking to the Lord Jeſus. 


2. | mighttel you that tis a time, wherein 


many let go the faith, and me thinks the Lord | 
Tefus does by 11s poor and unworthy meſſenger | 
ſpeak coti118s g:eat Congregation as ſomtime he | 


did to his Apoſtles, Will ye alſo go away ? There 
are many that have been forward and eminent 
profeſlors of the faith delivered to the Saints, 
chat have made Shipwrack of faith and good 
conſcience ; will you ſplit upon the ſame rock? 
God hath kept the truth for yo'!, and kept you 
in the truth hither to, and is coming to ſee whe- 


ther you will leave it a d keep it or no. Rd 
ve 
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have been ſuckin? at the breaſts of the Crdinan- 
ces, and dandled upon the Knees of providence, 
and gone on ina ſmooth way of profeſſion; but 
what will you donow when you muſt come poi- 
libly to ſuffer perſecution tor it? to keep the 
faith, you may loſe your Liberty, Life, Eſtate. 
And there's a great deal of hazard upon this ac- 
count, becaule it hath ple:ſed God (oto diſpoſe 
it, as that choſe that ſhould be your guides into 
eruth, the Lord is removing theni into corners. 
Poſlibly while they have been wich you,you have 
kept the faith; bur what will y. yu do when they 
are gone? While Miſes was with the people,they 
cleaved to the Lord; when once he was gone 
into the Mount, they fell to cheir Idolatry and 
worſhipped a Calf. While Paxl was at Epheſius 
the flock was kept pure, but ({aith he) 1 know 
after my departure, grievous Wolves ſhall break 
in, not {paring the flock, &c. So while you have 
heard of GG5od, who ſends voices and warnings 
co ſcare away the Wolves and Foxes from you, 
pollibly you may kee:>c e faith z bue what will 
you do when God removes them ? 


3- God hath ever had in all ages of his Church a 
word of.his Patience to be kept to try his Saints, 
and therefore it does concerne you for tobe 
valiant for the cruth. Tn all the ſeries of Gods 
diſpenſations with his Church, there hath been 
ſomthing or other of the faith of Chriſt, that 
hath colt them refiſting to blocd, to ſacrifice 
their lives, tolay down all that they have for it 
by 'uffering: Now even as they, fo we if not in 
the 
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che ſame thing, yer in the ſame faith : we have 
ftill Come word or other of Gods patience to 
keep, therefore we need to have on the Armour | 
of Light; you muſt wreſtle with the fiery Tryal; | 
for there is ſome Jewel that Jeſus Chrilt puts 
upon you to wear, that Perfecutors, Perſecuti- 
ons, Hereſies, Hereticks will Cratch at, which 
you muſt hold out with Joffe of lifeto keep; and , 
chis muſt be eill the latter part of the rage and 
reignof Antichriſt is out, and even as you keep 

that, ſo will God keep you, Rev, 3.10, As you 

honour the word of Gods patience, fo God will 

honour you 3 As you arefaitafull co him, ſo will 

he give you the Crown, and no otherwiſe: | 
Hence therefore it concerns us all to be armed | } 
with a holy-confidence and reſolution, as tothis | 
ſpiritual warfare, in cuntending for the faith de- 
Iivered co us. | 


But the great thing I ſhall ſpeak to, is, Where- 
i may Chriſtians be helped in this holy ftrug- .T 
ling and contention ? 


; S 

I ſhall only mention 5. or 6. things, ſome to fit ſt 
you for it, others to help you in the management Y 
e 


of it : I ſhall name them mixely, and not diſtin. 


Rule 1, 


Firft, bring all Do&rines that are offered you 
to believe, and all Prat ces that are put upon 
you to prattiſe, to the Seriptures the w_ of 


Mr. Collin's Farewell Sermon. 17, \ 


God : try them there whether they be tobe re- 

tained, or to be rejected: You will have this 
double advantage by it: 1. To diſcover what 
is right and what is wrong. 21y. To have on the 
beſt part of your Armour, whereby to contend 
againkt it. 


} 1. To diſcover what is right, and what is 
wrong; for the Scripture alone is the Touch- 
ſtone of DoQrines, and the Tryal of Spirits : 
The Scripture does diſcover it ſelf, and doth 
diſcover all things that are contrary to it : when 
you are bidden to try all things, 'tis not by 
pradtiling all things, as ſome poor giddy-headed 
| Chriſtians of late dayes have done, who have 
' made the pradtiling every opinion, to be their 
crying of it, till they have run themſelves into 
all opinions. ;z but 'tis by the Scripture you are 
firſt to ery, and then to praiſe; who are like 
_ the Noble Bereans, that were more noble then 
thoſe of Theſſalonica, becauſe they ſearched the 
Scripture. To bring che Truths that have or 
Ge ſhall be caught you, or the Dorines that ſhall 
be impoſed upon you, tothe word of God ; to 
&, ſee whether they be according to the Truth, or 
no: for falſe Do&rines, and falſe Worſhip, of all 
things they hate the Scripture moſt ; they are 
like falſe coyn, or falſe Jewels, which go belt in 
thenight : falſe coyn will not endure the Touch- 
ſtone, nor falſe Jewels the day; no more will 
| falſe Do&rines the Scripture, therefore it will 
\ of | be a great way todiſcaver them, 
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2, Ic will be a greac way to vanquiſh ther, 
Eph.6. Aboveall take the Sword of the Spirit; 
the word of God is the Sword of the Spirit, by 
which we (lay Heretical Do@rines, and by which 
weare to flay linful praiſes : All thoſe ſtones 
that the Davids of God have flung at the Goliah's 
of Error, they have been taken out ofthe brook 
of the $:riptures : therefore reduce all No&rines 
offe ed you to believe, all worſhips that are 
taught you to praCtite, tO the word of God, 


i-All DoArines that are taught you to believe, 
reduce them thither ; there's n> profeſſion of 
faith to be buile, but the ſtones muſt he fetched 
from that mountaine: If you believe divine 
eruchs, but not becauſe the Scripture prupounds 
them, your faith is but humane : Tf you believe 
ay thing the Srripture doth not (peak, your 
faith is Diabolical : the word of God and your 
faith muſt run parallel : All chat is wricten, you 
mult believe; an you muſt believe nothing 
but what is written: This was the Rule of the 
old Teſtament : 1/z. $8. 20. Tothe Law and to the 


T:ftimmy; to the Law (that is) to Moſes 3 andto | 


the Teſtmany (t'tar is) to the Prophets: if they 
ſpeak not according tthele, there's no light 1n 
them. When any ching was offered to Chriſt 
by way of enq'ury, his common anſwer was, How 
readelt thou ? [z4. 10, 26. How is it written f 


When the h ly Apoſtle Pax! would redreſs the | 
abuſe of the Lor.is S$ypper, he does not earry the | 
Corinthians t > theſe and theſe Fathers, to this | 
an that uſe and cnt n;e,bur brings that, how It | 
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75 
was delivered from the Lord ; he reduces them 
to the inſtitution, What | have received from 


the Lord, that I have delivered to you. The 
word If Gad is perfe&, in reſpe& of Doftrine, 
and in reſpe& of worſhip. So that whatſoever 
1s offered you co believe, you mutt try itby the 
perfe& rulz ; for 'tis given by Divine inſpiration 
to make the man of God perfe& and wiſe to Sal- 
vation : Tris ſuch a Cazorn about Do@rines to be 
received, as nothing muſt be added nor caken 
fromit: Rev. 22. Therefore it's called a Teſta- 
ment 3 Now no man dares add to another mans 
laſt, Will and Teſtament : who ſhall dare to add 
a faith tothe Faith of Gods Ele&, to that which 
Chriſt hath delivered ? Twill give you this as a 
certain obſervation, that there never was any 
thing of fall Do&rine brought into the Church, 
or any thing of falf worſhip impoſed uponthe 
Church, but eicher it was by negleCting the 
Scripture, or by introducing ſomthing above 
the Scripture. 


2, Bring hither all pra&iſes of worfhip, as 
well as Doarinesto be believed: try the wayes 
and forns of Chriſt houſe, by the word of Chriſt; 
he ſhews us the patternes thereof, the outgoings 
and returnings thereof : be was faithful inall his 
Houſe, even as Moſes was who did not leave a pin 
of the Tabernacle, but did appoint it. There 
is n"thing decent and comely in the Church, 
which is ſo much pleaded for, but what comes 
nm by Chriſts inftitution, Whatever yon wor- 
ſhip without a warrant from the word of God, 
or 
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.or by whatever means you worſhip without a 
warrant from the wordof God, yon worthip you 
know not what : Fob, 4.20. *tis Will-worſhip : 
and by the ſame Rule you receive one Will-wor- 
ſhip, you may receive twenty : *cis vain worſhip, 
it will never reach the end of yzur Communion 
with God; ( for he is a Spirit, and ſeeks ſuch 
worthippers } it will never bring you to the 
enjoyment of God: therefore in point of wor» 
ſhip, bring it to the Word of God,and as to faith 
and worſhip fay, Hitherto my faith and my wor» 
(hip (ſhalt thou go, and no further, This Rule 
rightly improved, it wil! diſ-intang'e you from 
the hooks, and take you off from the baits of 
thoſe cunning Fowlers ( ſor to ſuch the Apo- 
ſtle doth compare them in the New Teſtament ) 
who ſeek to betray ſouls from the {implicitie of 
Goſpel-faith. Never any did invent falſe doc- 
erine, but to put up them, they put down the 
Scripture, and they put our the eyes cf Chriſti- 
ans ©o make them bend to it before they ule 0» 


cher means to compel! them ; their great works 


is to darken the ljght of thetruth, and in the 
room of the Scripture to be your rule , they ſet 
up other Rules; which, becauſe there are three 
marvellous Popular , I'defire to mention them 
in oppolition to this Rule ] have given you. 


There's a three-fold Rule men wou'd ſet up | 


to deceive poor ſouls: The name cfa Church : 
Antient Cuſtomes : The Generahity of thoſe 
where they live. 
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' 1. The ſpecious Nameofa Church, to make 

that a ru'e to DoQrine and to worſhip. It was 
the plea ofthe Popiſh party in the Marin dayes, 
What ? will you not believe the Church ? hath 
not the Church power to make Inſt'tutions and 
Canons about this , and that, and the other? 
will you not believe the Church? will you go 
out from the true Church ? Thus do men that 
go about to deceive; nothing like it as to the 
catching and deluding many Poor fouls, by 
making the Church their rule. Jt was the 
way of the Popiſh party of old, and if Anti 
chriſt ever hath power again over the Church 
of Chriſt in that meaſure and degree it has 
had, you muſt expe it again: therefore let 
me caution you againſt it. Can we enqaire 
who this Church was? Jt was only the de- 
cree of the proud Church, Antichriſt of old, . 
and the Antichriſtian Clergy, who ( as you 
may read in their Stories ) would Lord it 
over the Faith of Gods heritage. I muſt 
tell you, the name, and cuſtome, and way 
of the Churches of Chriſt, is a reverend 
holy thing , even of that that is a true 
Church : 'Tis a weighty Argument, when 
the Apoſtle faich , We have no ſuch Cuſtome , 
nor the Charches of Chriſ®k : And therefore 
I do fully cloſe with him thar faid, No 
ſober man will go againſt Reaſon : No 
Chriſtian againſt che Scripture : ani No 
peaceable minded man againit the Church - 
Bur then the Church muſt Ghine by a2 
Divine Scripture Lighe : If that be 2 
N rule 
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xu'e, it muſt be ruled by the Scripture; the 
Churches power 1s not Authoritative, as to 
give Laws againſt the Laws of Chriſt; it's only 
Miniſterial : we do believe the Scripture for it 
ſelf, and not becauſe of the Church; we receive 
the Scripture by che Church : Hence therefore 
when we ſet up the name of a Church, let us ſee 
whether that Church walks in the way of Chriſt, 
whether ſhe be his Spouſe or no, whether. (he 
doth a@ according to his Inſtitutions, whether 
they bring his light, yea or no; then ſubmit : for 
ic isnot wh t a Church praiſes. bue what they 
are warranted to praiſe: not what they;hold 
for a truth, but what they are warranted, to 
hold as the word of truth: The word was writ- 


ten after the Church, but as it is the wordof 
God, it's before it. This therefore will break the 


ſnare if you be ſet upon by the ſpecious nameof 
the Church ; look that the Church hath warrant 
from Scripture Inſtitution, and then ſubmit to 
Church Inſtitution. 


A ſecond RuleT obſerve men would ſee up to 
betray poor ſouls from the faith once delivered 
to them, is Antient Cuſtome : (Our Fathers 
worſhipped in this Mountain) when they would 
hold forth that-which the Scripture is ſhore in, 
they will ſend us to ſuch and ſuch Cuſtomes, of 


ſo many hundred years ſtanding. It is to be be- | 
wailed that the date, the ftanding of falſe DoR- | 


rines and falſe Worſhips is ſo antient 3 for 
though at firſt they were but Innovations, yet to 
ſucceeding Generations they become old : And 
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*ris 3 very great truth,thaTThat 1s che moſt anti” 
ent, is the moſt crue, and therefore there lies 

reat fiiare in this. Therefore when Antiquity 
1s pretended, if you find not theic hoary heads in 
the way of Righliteouſneſſe, there is little reaſon 
for you to reverence them, or comply with 
them; rio more then there was reaſon ſo ſud- 
denly to be taken with the Gibeonites mouldy 
bread, and clouted ſhoes : When matters of Ane 
tiquity are pretended, ſay as Ignatius, Feſic 
Cbriſtus eft mea Antiquitss, Jeſus Chriſt is wy An- 
tiquicy;z ſo fay, Truth is my Antiquity : for 
though an opinion have been Penny a thou- 
ſand years, yet men may have the word of truth 
in their hearts that is antienter then all; 


A third Rule that men would ſet up, is, The 
genera} courſe of the world, or place, the gene- 
rality of thoſe where they live: This was that 
the Popiſh Party did often mention to the Wit- 
heſſes of Jeſus Chriſt; what? will you be wiſer 
then others ? can't you doas others do ? muſt 
you be fingular ? And this is a taking rule for to 
make you conformable to choſe things paſlibly 
the word of God will not warrant, if yorfbring 
not this cuſtome to the word of God : 'tis not 
what the moſt do, but what we may do: tis not 
what is the praftice of all in general, bit whac 
ought to bethe fingular care, and ſtrif kolinefſs 
of Chriſtians in particular, that the word of God 
will allow : Chriſtians are not to be conforma= 
ble tothe preſent world, Rom. 12. 1, The word 
will tell you ic is no more ſafeto follow a mul- 
N 2 citud 
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titude todo evil, ch it will be ſweeter to be 
in Hell with a great company : The word will 
ler you know the ſecrets of the Lord are with a 
veryfew, and thuſe t' em that fear him : as for 
the whole world, it lies in wickednefle : The 
word will tell you The wayes of [eſus Chrift, and 
the profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 13 commonly cal- 
led a Sek ; it iseverywhere ſpoken againſt, and 
men hate it everywhere : Therefore ſet up this 
Rule in your hearts, in your houſes, in your me- 
ditations, in your praQice. 


Kale 2. 


Be very well rocted and eſtabliſhed in the 


Faith char hath been delivered to you. [ obſerve | 
it's one of che great reaſons why Chriſtians {0 | 


ealily let go cheprofellion they have made, is, be- 
cauſe they were never. well builc upon it, nor 
eltabliſhed in it. There are many Chriſtians that 


"through their own itching ears, heaping up 


Teachers to themſelves, have never been rooted 
or eſtabliſhed in che eruch 3 the Lord pitty them 
and (tep them this day: Many Chriſtians that 
have atren'ed to eſtabliſhing means, yet never 
lerroully confidered, nor laid things to their 


heart, Hue are like thoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, |. 


Heb, 5.12. that had need to learn the firſt Ora- 
cles of God. How many among us proteſſe with 
the h'gheft, buc have liccle ground for their 
faith? ony ( withthe Jews ) the Traditions of 
tie Elders, the cuſtome of the place, COUNTY 
an 
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and becauſe ſuch a party of men fay ſo, becanſe 
no body denies it, becauſe Miniſters common] 

preached it; but to take any ſolid and ſerious 
ground, they are yetio ſeek. 'Tis not with the 
things of God as with other Arts, as Logick, 
Rhetorick, Aſtronomy; in theſe Arts the prin- 
ciple is preſizppoſed to be proved; no man goes 
about to prove there is Reaſon, that there is 
Number, that there are Heavenly bodies, be- 
cauſe ſenſe and experience ſhews it : But 'tis 
quite otherwiſe in the things of God: for you 
arenct only to ren away with the notion, that 
there is a God, that this God 1s one, and that 
theſe are his word and his works; but ycu are 
to know this by experience, becauſe the knows 
ledge of theſe things comes in by infufion, by 
faith, by a belief that God ic: For by faith we be- 
licve the worlds were made by the word of God, Heb. 
I1. 2, 5, It is that therefore would prefſe yon 
to, that you would Ilabonr for an eſtabliſhed ſpi- 
rit: Donot only hear the things of God, but ſee 
them 3 the firſt wikl bur blind you, or at beſt. 
leave you at great uncertainties; the laſt will ſer- 
tle yo. What was the reaſ.,n of the holy Apoſtles 
zeal when they were 1:nder the greateſt threat- 
nings of the High Priefts, and were forbid to 
ſpeak in the name of Chriſt, and to ſvpeak of 
Juſtification by faith , and the Reſurre&ion of 
Chriſt from the dead, and forgivenefle of ins by 
him? (things that are furtheſt remote from ſenfe 
and reaſon) the Apoſtle will tell you, 48. 4. 20. 
We cannot but ſpeak the things we bave ſeen and bears. 
Kence it is that poor filly women, that in reſpe& 
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of their Imbecillicy and Infirmity of ſex, the ter- 
rours ofthe fire and faggot, mighe have been 
ſach to have brought them to Apoſtacy, yet they 
confounded the great Doors and Rabbies when 
they were brought before them; they were able 
£0 Src chough they could not diſpute 3 they 
beheld things that were inviſible. It's an excel- 
lent ching not totake up the word upon notion, 
| npon opinion, but to have an eſtabliſhed heart 
through Grace, I ſhall dire& you in two words, 


| 1, Get the Lord by Prayer to teach you every 
| eruth ; what Jeſus Chriſt ceaches once, is ever- 
. laſtingly taught; no word is abiding but what 
the Lord Jeſus teaches himſelf. Look as it is 
with Satan, when he comes to ſeduce men from 
the cruth, he will preſent ſuch a fine notion 
1 without, and commonly he darts in ſome dazling 
| lighe within, ſo that you never knew a Heretick 
take up a falſe opinion, but it was with a mar- 
vellous deal of ſ\weetneſſe and comfort : ſo when 
the Lord Chriſt teacheth byhis ſpirit, he comes 
with that light, that ſweetneſſe, favour, and re- 
liſh of eruth, as will be impoſſible tor you to let it 
&#o : Henee when Chriſt would confute the Pha- 
Tiſes, that had the witneſſe of his Father in his 
works, he ſaith, Foh.5.37. Te batc neither heard bis 
woyce at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape : It's an excel- 
EOS to ſee the ſhape, and hear the voyce 
O 


| TN 
Wit 


2. Be well rooted upon Chriſt, or elſe you 
will never be eſtabliſhed in any truth of Chriſt: 


if 
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If you mifſe the Lord Jeſus by the Grace of- 
Faith, you will never hold faſt the Do&rine of 
Faith: you are built upon the Do@rine of the 
Apoſtles, ( not their perſons }) upon which the 
Lord Jeſus is the corner-ſtone : he that does not 
know Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, will certainly* loſe 
his Faith : What's the reaſon the Rony ground 
in time of Perſecution fell away? why they had 


noc root, they were not planted upon the Lord 
Jeſus, 


Rule 3, 


Thirdly, thoſe truths that God hath taught 
you, and thoſe wayes of worſhip God hath com- 
mitced to you, love them as your lives, love 
them above your lives; for no man will ever con- 
tend to hold them, if he do not love them ; 
things of low price andeſteem, are preſently let 

03 he that loves the word above his life, will 
et life go rather then the word : If you receive 
not the word ont of love, every Impoſtor and 
falſe Prophet, every fear and terror of men will 
rob you of it : Nide the word in thy heart, faith 
Solomon, love the truth dearly, It was a great 
ſpeech of Calviz, Never did any one Apoſtatize 
from che cruchs of. Jeſus Chriſt, but it was b:- 
cauſe he did not love the eruth : And 1 adde 
this, That never did any Apoſtatize from the 
wayes and truth of Jeſus Chriſt, but it was be- 
cauſe they did not receive them in love, orelſe 
they have loſt their love z for there's a decay of 
affeion, as well as having no affeftion: if you 
N 4 love 
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love them, what{will you nor ſuffer for thrm?} 
( but more of that by and by. ) 


Rule 4. 


Fourthly, Guard all the eruths of God, and 
thoſe wayes of God that have been taught you ; 
ouard tiem ſtrongly, eſpecially truths that are 
moſt material and fundamental : for leading 
truths are like Captains of Armies, if they te 
routed, the whole rout follows them. Thereis 
oreat oppoſition that will be made againſt your 
faith. The whole power of darknefle, of Anti- 
chriſt, of hjs ſeducing ſpirits, likely and proba- 
bly enough, will over-ſpread the whole face of 
Chriſtianity once more, that (he muſt fit as a La» 
dy, before the be deſolate and forſaken for ever, 
The Apoſtle bids you beware of Dogs, beware of 
the Concifion, beware of evil-workers, guard 

our ſelves againft them, guard the trurhs you 
Tvs learned byArgument,by Scripture,by Rea- 
fon , that you may have wherewithall to confute 
them by the word oftruth mightily, out of tlie 
Scripture, a5 the Apoſtles did. © 


Thre eth'ngsyou are to guard againf, 


1. Your own deceitfulnefle, eſpecally in a raſh 
and ſudden forfaking of thoſe wayes that have 
þeen taught, and the profellion you have taken 
up 3 for Chriſtians would never be ſo mad to 
Apoſtatize, were they but ſeriouſly deliberate 
about the weight of them, Gal, 1.6. O fooliſh 
Fe. © Galathians, 
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Galathians, who bath bewitched you that you ſhould 
not obey the truth ? &c, I marvell what ailed youy 
that you are ſo ſoon gurned away to anuther Goſpel: 


' Oe would have thotight they might have ſpo- 


ken with Pazl firſt, and ſent to him, and reaſon» 
ed the caſe with him: There's a marvellous 
bewitching in falſe rine:z, and falſe worſhip, 
©, who are not warchfull 
over themſelves. It is in diſpurations and 
praiſing truth, as it is in contentions : if you 
make 2 Judgement before you kear both parties 
ſpeak, you judge unrightevuſly : if you forſake 
the wayes and truths of Jeſus Chriſt, before you 
hear what can be ſaid for them, you do un- 
righteouſly, 


2. Guard them againſt the Iuſts of your own 
hearts. The great work of a Chriſtian is conten- 
tion ; it is not ſo much againſt Antichriſt ; thoſe 
that are without him, as that that is within him. 
If all Heretical D E&rines and wayes were roOt- 
ed out of the world, not only the being, but the 
memory, the heart is bad enough in one day to 
ſer them all on foot again; therefore guard the 
truth: Men of corrupt winds will preſently grow 
Reprobate, as to the faith, 1 Tim. 3.6. Such 
Dofrines and Worſhips as ſhall ſure with our 
lufts, as (hall Caic with exalting it ſelf, and lay- 
Ing. Chriſt low, as ſhall ſute with an eafie way 
to Heaven, when the Scripture faith , ſtraight 
# the Gate ; as ſhall {ute with ſelf-preſervati- 
on : So I might. ſecure my Eſtate, my 
Literty : I would ſuſpe& ſuch Dodrines 

as 
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as theſe, before | take them up for the wayes of 


Chriſt. 


3. Guard the eruth againſt falſe Teachers, 
fuch as (hall come among you in ſheeps-cloath- 
ing, yet ie Wolves in heart; men that creep in 
at unawares among you, tqſubverc ſouls : I will 
not here deſcribe them, know them well e- 
nough by their fruits: only this let metel! you 
in oppoſition to thoſe ; though you cannot come 
2t the publique Miniſtry, or thoſe God hath ſet 
over you, yet make Conſcience for to take fen- 
ces, to take defences from them, as you may by 
their counſe], prayer, help and aſſiſtance, for to 
guard you againſt falſe Teachers. When the 
Ch'rch of Ch: iſt is in the Wildernefſe, you will 
find this is that the Holy Ghoſt adviſes them to, 
Cant, 1. 8. You are to guard your ſelves by 
communion one with another; as to go forth by 
the foot-ſteps of the flock, ſoalſo youare to go 
and feed your Kids beſides the ſhepherds rents 
for though *cis not the work that God calls for, 
co pin your faith upon their ſleeves, yet tis 
your duty to enquire of the Lord by chem; fog 
he is the Meſſenger of the Lord to you. 


Rrile Jo 


Arme your ſelves with Refolutions to ſuffer 


for the faith of the Goſpel, and for the wayesof 


Jefus Chriſt; as you ſhould love the cruth a 
bore your lives, ſo labour to be made willing for 
co part with liſe, eſtate, liberty, any thing ir to 

eep 
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keep the wayes of yon Chriſt, 1t is not the ho- 
nour of the Goſpel of Chriſt, co hear Chriſtians 
to break Out into murmurings, paſſions, diſcon- 
tent, contentions that are carnall and finfull : 
your work is humbly, meekly, and patiently to 
lie under the hand of God, and under the hand 
of mantoo; that becomes Chriſtians : ſuffering 
is that that will reſtore the glory of Religion, 
that will keep the truth delivered to you , that 


will honour the cauſe of Chriſt beſt of all : fol- 


low the Example of bleſſed Paul; his exprefſion is 
worthy of conſideration, 2 Tim. 2. 9, hegives a 
charge of keeping and propagating one of the 
moſt glorious truths, ( that Feſus Chriſt was riſes 


from the dead ) yet a thing that is fartheſt off from 


ſenſe and reaſon, (wherein I ſuffer Trouble ) mark, 
Paul does not ſay, wherein | make Trouble, no, 
but wherein I ſuffer Trouble as an evil doer unto 
bonds, but the word of God is not bound: If 
this bleſſed and glorious Apoſtle would have had 
the faith of God bound, and have contented 
himſelf with finfull Glence, and not propagated 
the Goſpel, Pau! might have been free; bur 
Paul would nut have the word of God bound, 
therefore Pax! wonld ſuffer for its Shall we go 
higher a great deal then this ? You have the . - 
rious commendation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
upon this account, that he gave a free and full 
account of the Dofrine of his Father, and of his 


, gloriaus perſon, before Pontius Pilate a bloody 


Perſecutor : It was not by ſaying to his Diſci- 
ples, Fight, nor by ſaying, my Kingdom is not of 
this world, but that he gave a glorions confeſſion 
WE | before 


= = - - Mu = < 


=_ 5" << 


183 A4. Collins Farewel! Sermor, 
beforethe face of Pilate of the righteouſneſs o. 


his eruth, Do&rine Goſpell, and of his perſon. * 


Fear to enſnare, the freedom of the truth, with 
your ownliberty ; do not enfhare it to your own 


. huſts,nor tothe will of any man ! O chat we could 


Rudy, and improve theſe Scriptures more! it 
would make us fear God more, and man leſs; 
this 35 that that would make us ſay, as holy Da- 
zi4 61d, Pja. 119. 161. Princes bave perſecuted me 
without a cauſe, but my beart ftandeth in awe of thy 


words: for he that hath the moſt fear on you, and «+ 


upon you, you will be more afraid to fall into 
his hands. It 1s a childiſh ching for a Chriſtian, to 
tread down the belief of any DoRrine, or praft- 
ice any worſhip for fear of man , who hath no 
more power to hurt us, then we give him 
our ſelves by our fear; Fear not him that 
ean but kill the body &c. It was the way 
of Gods people formerly, that they came to 
divide terween duty commanded by God and 
commanded by man, you may read, jn a'l the 
dayes of Antichriſts perſecution, frum the be- 
oinning they cameto divide in matter of obe- 
di-nce -t» God and hiseruth; and worlhip and 
obedience to man. Chriſtians nothing but a 
ſuffering ſpirit will help you to this, for there 
is no other way of Obedience in this caſe to 
authority, but to ſuffer under it meekly; Pa- 
tiently, as lambs: This made the three chil- 


dren to divide between the command of 


the King, and the command of God: What (ayes 
Nebuchadnezzer ? Every knee that bowes not, ſhall be 
caft into the Furnace: very well, as for that 

mactrer 
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matter ſay they, O King, we are not carefill to an” 
ſwer ; thee for we will not bow down, &e. What, 
will they not Obey him? yet they will obey 
him by ſuffering, as becomes Chriſtians, 
and is the example of Chrift (as if they ſhoud 
fay) Truly we are terrifyed with the burn- 
ing Furnace, but we are terrifyed with hell 
too: We are terrifyed by the threats of the 
great King, and we are likewiſe terrifyed by 
the chreats of the great God : he is able 
to deliver us out of your torments : you ire 
not able codeliver us from his torments: fo 
in the caſe of Danie/: Arm your ſelves with 
this Reſolution of (ſuffering and lying down 
patiently and meekly under thoſe things that 
you cannot do, ſo that God may be honoured 
by , your holy reſolution upon this Account : 


for eruly you never do contend ſucceſsfully 


for the faith of th? Goſpell, till you contend 
by ſuffering, for it is ſaid, They overcame by 
the blood of the lamb: you never make Reli- 
gion your buſineſs till the world fee you can let 
ſuch great things go,as life,eſtate,liberty,to keep 
it: Th:n wiſdom is juſtifyed of her children: You 
never glorify the truths of CGGod ſo much by 
practice, or writing, as by ſuffering for them. 
Thoſe glorious truths againſt Popiſh juſtification, 
mixing of works with faith Tranſubſtantiation, 
Purgatory, Idol wor ſhip, againft all thoſe chings 
that were ſuperadded contrary to Gods juſti- 
fication, there is ſich a glory upon the truths 
that it is hard for the Popiſh power ever to 
darken them again, becauſe we ſee them wrieten 
in 
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in the honourable and blefſed ſears of ehe wit- 
nefſes, and burnings of choſe glorious Martyrr- 
If you would take one another by the hand when 
God takes away our faithfull guides, and fay, 
Brethren, Siſters, Friends; come let us holdtos 
gether, there's no way in the world to hold on 
cogether like ſuffering-; for the Goſpel really 
would get more advantage by the holy, humb/e 
ſufferings of one gracious Saint, meerly. for the 
word of righteouſneſſe, then by ten thouſand 
Arguments uſed againſt Hereticks, and falſe 
worſhip. Compare Phil. 1. 22, 13, 14- With the 
27, 28, and 29. verſes, How is Pauls bonds a fur- 
therance ofthe Goſpel ? Pexl no doubt was cal- 
led an evil doer, one thar ſowed Herefie, and 
was hated everywhere; ( faith he ) Many ofthe 
Brethren of th: Lord waxed confident by my bonds, 
and were much more bold to ſpeak the word without 
fear. Here's the great encouragement : and 
then he comes to give you a precept, and that's 
inthe 27. verſe, and he ſpeaks it as one that wat 
leaving of them , Only let your Converſation be 4 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, that you may ſtand faſt 
in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for the 
faith of the Goſpel, and in nothing terrified by yout 
Adverſaries ; for unto you it is given, not only go be- 


 Lieve, but alſo to ſuffer, &rc, It is givento you asa 
duty, given co you asa priviledge. O that you 


would confirm one another, and im flippery 
times hold up one another by the hand; doit in 
going afrer Gods call, and in this way, ſuffering 
for thoſe cruths you cannot otherwiſe hold and 
maintain. 

Truly 
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Truly Chriſtians, you had need be armed 
with Reſolution; for the world is alwayes count» - 
ing the things Gods people have ſuffered, for 
very little, and they count it prudence not-to 
meddle therein. Thoſe men that have caſte, foft 
termes to comply, that they have a latitude tv 
do any thing, 1 believe ſome Chriſtians are of 
chat opinion, that they would even think the 
Saints of God were ill advifed co veature their 
all upon thoſe cruths they ſee others dyed and 
ſuffered for. 


It'sa (ad thing, many Chriſtians ſtudy to draw 
out the lines of obedience as far asthe honeſty 
of the times will give chem leave, but ao far- 
ther : that they would go on with the Lord Jeſus 
to the High Prieſts hall, and chere deny him : or 
that would be willing to do any thing for Chriſt, 
but are willing to ſuffer nothing for Chriſt : you 
very little honour Jeſus Chriſt in this, and you 
will very little konour your ſelves at the laft. Jc 
1s upon this account that Chriſtians if they ſee 
even againſt plain conyi&ion of Conſcience, and 
the word, that there are ſuper-inſtituted things 
broke in, as in Conſcience they cannot ſubmir. 
to, yetthey can comply, why ? they may be uſed 
lawfully, though not ſuperſtitiouſly : Bur faith 
the Apoſtle Paul, Do I yet ſtrive to pleaſe men? Gal. 
1,6. Am I then tbe Servant of Chriſt ? Ton canzot 
be the Servants of Chrgft, if you ftrive to pleaſe men : 
Wie be te you that pleaſe men, and diſpleaſe God: He 
that would be my Diſciple, let bim deny himſelf, and 
take up bis Croſſe, &c. (What's that ? ) deny Wife, 
Children, 
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Children, Learning, Relations, Comforts, he 
' muſtbewilling to go out of all : Thoſeduties 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is moſt glorified in,+ thy 
are either thoſe your flotafull hearts are moſt 
unwilling todo; or that our fearfull hearts are 
molt unwilling co ſuffer for : Therefore arme 
your ſelves with reſolutions to ſutier, - 


I intended to have taken up four Appearances 
and coverings that Saints uſually take up for co 
hide themſelves, as under a covert, to beat 
down the Goſpel warrants and commands, to 
ſiffer for the Faith delivered. 


1. The notion that a Chriſtian hath of indif- 
ferency of things, that they are but toyes and 
trifles, that they may be done or not done. It 
15not my work to tell you what is indifferent, or 
name any thing in particular. As I rewember, 
in the Book of Martyrs the uſual Argument was, 
Why cannot you worſhip :the Idol 2 why can- 
not you bow down as well as others? it'sa ſrall 
matter: can" ot you ſhew your outward reve- 
rence, and keep your heart to your ſelf ? Indeed 
if there were any thing that's indifferent , 2 
Chriſtian hath a marvel}ous latitude in point of 
Do@rine, in point of Worſhip : 1 would caution 
you therefo:'e. Theterme of indifferent, | ſup- 
poſe 't:s diviſed as a pillar to reſt the conſcience 
on, which otherwi e would ftartle, and look 
with a broad face upon them : Things that 
core under this notion, had need well to be 
weighed and conſidered : If they tell you plainly 
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they came Cut of Rome, and had the plague of 
Popery upon tzem, they came from Hell, were 
hatched there, and the curſe of God is upon 
them no body would entertain them. They 
mult pretend they came from the Church, from 
the Apoſties, deſcended from the Scriptures 3 
and hence they are entertained with that freedom 
and willingnefſe, as that moſt Cariſtians take 
n9 nocice, out fall down under them ; and ſo the 
very power and life of Religion and holy pra&ice 
is eaten 0!!t. The Devil hacia three wayes where- 
by he makes men ſeek afier him, x, Commonly 
he doth . over holine(s with other names. 2ly. He 
perſwades that fins are bur little. 3iy. Thatthey 
may repent ieieafter. The firſt is ſuitable to 
my pu-pBle, Thar vertne or grace is covered 
with ot'er names: therefvre if a man be holy, he 
is called preciſe ; ifzealons, he is aid to be raſh 
and if ic bercally a fin, it ſha\l come under the 
name of indiftereacy, a toy, a trifle, and chings 
of that nature © therefore you had need be cau- 
tious; for *tis nv matter what name the fin is, 
what title it goes unde: as what it is really, As 
to things of Doctrine aid Wo ſhip, | know there 
is no medium ; every man mult give an acaount to 
the Lord of what he dqges; thereiyre 1 do not 
tell you what 1s indifferenc, and what not ; bue 
{-arch the Scri-ture, cake heed what you receive 
for indifterent. 


The ſe:cnd thing Chriſtians will ſay, 1c, I hope 
without danger 1 may comply with them, conſ1- 
dering [ bear them as iy burtzens. This 1s 
| O very 
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very like the Young man in the Goſpel z he came 
to Chriſt, and would have him come up to his 
termes; and when Chriſt told him, Yer he lack- 
ed one thing, G» ſell all, &c. he vent away ſor- 
rowfull : So, many Chriſtians they would follow 
Chriſt, but they cinnot, becauſe there is not 
ſuch ſecurity in it, but they will go away (or- 
rowfulj; Thou HBypocrite, art thou willing to 
forſake all for Ch-iſt , yet cannot leave life , li- 
berty , and ſome of theſe ſmall chings ? Will you 
wound the name of Chriſt, and pretend to be 
ſorro« full for ic ? ] conclude, thy pretence (hall 
not exc'ſe thee ; for ſo was Pilate loth to crucifie 
Chriſt; and as 8 meansand expedient, he calls for 
water and waihes his hand, ſaying, I am innocent 
from tbe blood of this juſt man : But do you think 
God excufed Filate? no mcre will he you: 
Waatever is brought to you, is either forbidden, 
or commanded by God : if forbidden by God, 
why do you meddle with it? If commanded of 
the Lord, why are you burdened with it? why do 
you it heavily? for the Lord loves one that js 
chear{uilin his ſervice: neither man nor God is 


plealed with ſuch, 


A third thing it is whick ſatisfies many, That 
they may follow in ſome things the opinions of 
wiſe men, holy men, andgi-od men; That they 
may do as they do. I ſhall fay. but theſe two 
words. Firſt, Many men are reputed good; 
wiſe, and honeſt, that are not ſo: A man may 
be accounted an honeſt man, that yet may be co- 


vetous : he may be accounted a very good man 
yer 
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yet be really corrupt in heart, and in his Inſts ; 
therefore 'tis good totry men: I Care not truſt 
mine own heart, ( nnlefſe God give ſtrength of 
grace, and aſliſtance eyery moment) leaſtI ſhould 
betray the truth of Cliriſt upon ſome advantage < 
when the Devil would ſet abroach an evil opini= 
on or practice, it's his common way to tunit up 
in ſome clean Veſſel, men of civil honeſty and 
goodnefle : You read the old Prophet drew the 
young one in, though exprefly forbidden by 
God himſelf : When you do not fear a young 
Chriſtian, ic may be the example of an old Mini- 
ſter ſha!l draw you ; therefore 'tis good to mind 
who you follow. Secondly, Grant they are all 
gocd and reall, they are men fearing God, ( as 
therea'e ſome) yer God will not let his people 
know all his mind. Thereare ſome that would, 
but cannot know all his mind and will; the Lord 
is free and voluntary, he reveales thirigs neceſſa- 
ry to ſalvation; but for other things he with- 
holds. But what's your rule? Call no» max Maſter: 
you are to follow no man further then he follows 
Chriſt: And indeed for a man to follow the ex- 
ample of others, wherein they fin and do not 
know it, it is juſt like the caſe of holy N@b, (who 
was a gracious man) and knew not the ſtrength 
of the Grape, be wasdrunk with his own Vine- 
yard : But what's the fruit of it ? his Son Chen 
ſaw his nakednefle, and diſcovered it : If good 
and holy men talte ofthe intoxicated Wine that 
is too ſtrong for them, and know it not, will you 
fip after them? unlefſe you will diſcover your 
nakednefle, and proc!aim it from Generation to 

O 2 Generation, 
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Generation, and make your ſelves hams, not 
Sons of the Prophet : Therefore | know not what 
warrant you have to follow ſuch examples. 


The fourth thing 1s this 3 Chriſtians uſually 
they do no good by ſtanding out. Anjw. Whe- 
Li:cr We get, or do good or no, we are to doour 
d:.ty. The Lord will honour you for ſufitering 
for che truth, 2 Theſ. 1. 3, 4, 5- Andby ſuffering 
you ſhill confirm the Saints, and bear teſtimony ; 
you ſha'l wirnefle againſt all falſe DoQrines, and 
#iic. Wo:ſhip, before the whole world, By 
Cur Hiiajty and Patience, when you ſuffer 
i097 as evil doeis, but 2s choſe that { fler for the 
ord of Righreoulnefſe, rice word of Truth, for 
voloin; fat che Loid Jets and his Faith, that is 
NC -rEcuus then Heaven and Fartr, then 
any Cltacad TING © this will inake your name as 
a (veer fvour to all Generations; when thoſe 
tac Apoſtatice, Veiſecite., aru oppole Jeius 
/hriit, their memories ſhall be left as a curſe to 
Cut people of God. 


_— —_ - 
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Rich Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels. 


SERMON, 


Preaehed ( Jay. 1. 166?) at the 


FUNERAL 


Ofthat Reverend and Faithfull 


| Servant of Jefus Chriſt, 
| [MA IamEs NALTON. 
; | 
| | Late Miniſter of Gods Word at 
| St, Leonards F oſter-lane. | 
| ; | 
BEET re I 
By 7. HO A TON, D. of” 
Your Fathers, where are t#leys And the Prophets, i 
| | 4. thes live f. ” eve; © | 
ich WEE PE ETO IRE EI Lou 1-5 — ; 


| ME hb | 
| LONDON, Frinted w the Year 1663., 
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SCNENEESSN ELEENLIDS 
SESSEELEDOTTOSES 36S 


Tothe Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 

mM Do here preſent unto thee a 
Wy Sermon preached by a Reve- 
rend and Learned Miniſter 
LY 722 this City, at the Funeral of 

J that faithful, godly, and tru- 


ly conſciencious nh of 


Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. James Nalton, whoſe Name 
35 45 a precious Oyntment poured forth unto all 
the Godly in this Nation : He was one of thoſe 
precious ſons of Lion (of whom the world is 
10t worthy ) ejeded by men, but now taken in- 
to a better Living by the great biſhop} Souls. 
Surely Englands ſins are very great and hai- 
#0. that have turned God and Man againſt 
#5. Onur Teachers are thrown into corners by 
men. and called away from us byGod. Oh that 
our eyes conld run down with Rivers of tears ! 
But who layes this to heart © The Righteous are 


O 4 deſpiſed, 


To the Reader. 


deſpiſed,rcje&cd, and taken away, but no man 
regards it : If our wreſtling Jacubs, our Mo- 
les's 21 the gap, our praying Eltjahs, ozr weep- 
7ng Jer. -m1ans, be called home, Lord.what will 
Secome of Vf. gland | whoſe Prayers will be 1n- 
freaaertel; 0 YCIROUE 3 hoje judgements i incum- 
bent, «na prevent thu;e 3H are tiaminent 2 
ro, be nowuners in Lron ce aj jJrom I.HONg us, 
tarely then 153 20; on!, Nt? * Ly, oat OH - afet 
70 pray for ( and ccnye quently | bew.;le ike lo 
of ) ch.ir lives, w {0 are vir Fathers, the C 
riots and Horſemen of & 11nd, ſor whoſe ſake 
this Nation is A ept fr 071 ps Jude cement of S0- 
dom 424 Gomorah, yet guiliy of greater Abo- 
minations. 1 fhall ſay no more, but commend 
*hzs Sermon to thy reading. and intreat ? that 
eanin7 from thee, that if thoi fi weft any Ep- 
rala in words o phraſes, or any thing that 
ferrms imperfel, wot to impuc it 80 the Reve- 
"id uni! Learned Diſperſer, bi tothe Tran: 
ſcrivex hereof. $01 comment th:eto God. 
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Rich treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, &c. 


23 Cores 4. 7. 
But we have this Treaſure in Farthen eſ- 
ſels, that the excellency of the Power 
may be of God, and not of us. 


Here is nothing ſo excellent or 
compleat in th's World, but 
hath its dimiaiſhemenr and qua- 
lifications: and ſomething that 
doth diiparage i!, and abates of 
the excellency taereof: not the 
tings ofcuis world onely, but 
ſpiritual chings 1m forme {o; c,ai to enjoy them , 

and pa: take 0} ;chemin tins lie, rave cacir incon- 
Veni2nc. e3 811 « Jift Y2TAge NENTS A1llt exi,and are 
mingied with Lometizing Thar oo 
Worth - at inſtance uf win. we have aggEin this 
pr elent Scripture which the Aroftie Panl fignt= 
tes To i: COnCe. ning the e19/Ment of Tue Mini- 
ft: y of lie Goſpel oi Ch: ut. Fc ad 1athe verſe 
before rhe Tevr, told 1.5.ve grear priviledge 
that io: h <initters 2nd 2thers had in having 
tie giO! i bp *nte'{ on SITY ©l, Viz. Tbe light of "the knowledge 


*fthe gl:ry of God ihe face of Fe yy Chriſt, ſkimag 
into 
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into our hearts : the contideration'of which is of 
great encouragemetit tov us: yet adds this asa 
qualification of it, viz. But w2 have this tyeaſure in 
Earthen Veſſels, &c. Thar which dota qualify it, 
is, That this excellent treaſure hath its convey» 
ances throuvh weak and mean perſons, men of 
frailty and mortality. Inthe words there are two 
main parts: 
I. The Ditpenſation it (elf. 
H. The Account of it. 

I. The Dilpe-iſartion ir (elf, This Treaſure we 
have in Earthen Veſſels, &c. 

11. The Accouncof it, That the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and nit of us. 

] ſhall begin with che firſt, the Diſpenſation it 
ſelf, which hath two branches. 

x. The Depoſitrm, the thing laid up. 

2. The Kepoſitory, in which this treaſure 1s 
laid up. 

Firt, The Depoſitum, or thing laid up, which 
ISz Treaſiire;z and what is this Treaſure, but 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt? The Goſpel isa 
Treaſure according eo a twofold conſideration: 

In reſpect of the 1 he Ns of it. 

Both«nake up a treaſire. The Matter of it,the 
things of che Goſpel are rich chings, and the 
conveyances of it; the Minilte: ial gitts and «bilt- 


ty, by whici the Go/pel is adminiſtred, do make | 


up the Treaſin c:? Ti-a Treaſure in both reſpeRs. 

x. In re{ve& of rhe matter of it; therefore it 15 
we read of the Riche; of Chriſt, of the Riches of the 
Geſpel, The Scripture makes mention of three 


things | 
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d gs whereinthe Goſpel is agreeable to a trea- 
ure. 

1, ATreaſure isa thing of dignity and worthz 
is not a company of pebbles (though many ) 
| that will make up a Treaſure : a Treaſure con» 
J liſts ot things of worth and dignity: and thus is 
> | the Goſpel: in itare contained excellent and ad- 

g mirable truths , the Myſteries of falvation by 
Chriſt; the do&rine ofthe Goſpel brings glad 
| tydings of peace and reconciliation with God in 
e | Chrilt:there we have the gifts and graces of Gods 
| there we have glory and immortality, &c, and 
'e | thoſethingsin the Goſpel are adminiſtred to us: 
| thereisnolcience ininthe world brings ſuch 

it treaſure as this. 

2. The Goſpel is a treaſure for variety, abun- 
dance, and plurality.'Tis not one thing ofworth, q 
is but many that makes up a treaſure: it few, yet jb 
| much worth muſt be comprehended in them: ſo 
< | inthe Goſpel we have the manifold wiſdom of 
ue | God, the rich treaſures of Wiſdom and Know= 
ca | ledge. The Colpel, though it be but one for ſub= 
m ſtance, yer 'tis many for improvements: '*tis a 
chain of many links: one faith, but divers arti- 
cles of it: {0 it isa treaſure in that reſpeR. 
the | 3» Tisa creaſure for its cloſeneſs : Weo not 
che | Opena treaſure to every one,butr it is kept cloſe, 
jili> | The Goſpell is a ſecret myſtery, hidden, not re- 
ake \ VEaled to every .one : it is not diſcovered to 

| carnal worldly men, though it may be revealed 
jcis | tothem inthe ourward propoſition, yet not in 
fthe | the ſpiricuality ofit. But where ſhall Wiſdom be 
nree | founa? and where is the place of underſtanding? = 
- ob, 


—_ —a—_ > - — 
Ls 
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ob, cv. 28. v.12. The peace of the Cofpel is 
zrealurehid in the field, not found by eve: y one- 
2. The Goſpel 1s a treaſiire in reſpet of the 
Miniſtry of it; ſotie Apoltle hints, *ris not only 
light, buc a ſhining light, which bath ſpined into 
227 bearts to ozve toe light of the knowleare of the glory 
of G:4, &c, 'Tis atreaitre nts :eipett, viz. in 
chedilcovery and far ing of ir; the conveyances, 
ere :everal; yifts ana graces of the miniſtry, by 
which tie Goſpel is conveyed to 11s, makes up 2 
crealive; and asthe M:t:1:}y 15 at: eaſ'ice, ſothe 
«Pporeuneies and advantage: raerc2bt are, Thus 
tre Goſpel and the Mtnittiy The £04 18 DI ECIOUs, 
and ought £2 be eſteemed and mis ale of by us, 
Ve (how 'ghly accovnt ot cae Gof' el, and put 
2i1igh value nit, for iris a Treature; Yea, It 15 
at caliire 12 the want of other treatures, they are 
rich Char are made acrakers of it ; Sitver and Gold 
bave Tring, (:9)tt 5%. Peter cothe Cripple) but ſuch 
« I bare [ p15 1 rh:e 5; this 1s the vraviledge 0 
Miuilters; trough it may {e, poorin reſ,e@of 
theinielves, yet arericito others. Theſe excel» 
lenc riche- ate commicted ous, and accordingly 
we mult nut only make uſe of them our (elves; 
b itg ake rhe kno: to others; the Goſpel is2 
ercal x aut for 115 to keet 11, but co diſcover, 
reeal, and mantet to ue 53 to give the light 
f tor 5ory if God, x< © hi- 18 the work of the Mi- 
nifcry, Wo have (rue 
Garten nn vt 5-2 Ti2ers4. $I Weare to keep 


9 = . 
10, CO PIC VEST 112: 3t4.1:0, bUCIC As to be di 
10-10 09 rin 14TH. 45 Wmirred tous for che 


© biCooh as OE whlicts- Eiery Scribe inflrulted 1 


the 


ir 18trea'1re, but not for \ 
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the Kingdom of Heaven as a good houſholdoy, bringetb 


forth tbings new and old. 


The Goſpel is a t1eaſure, therefore we ought 
tocarry our ſelves an{verable toit : As, 

I- We miſt labour for it, be diligent in the 
ſearch of it, dig for it as for h;4den treaſures, Lift 
up thy voice for underſtanding, &@c. Prov, 2.2, 3, 4. 
Dig for it ; you know there 1s a great dea] of 
Pains taken, and labour uſzd to get worldly trea- 
ſure: What would not men venture for it ? chey 
will go over Sea and I and, go through fire and 
water, expoſe themſelves toall dangers for earth- 
ly treaſure, make unto themſelves friends of the Mam- 
mon of unrighteonſneſſe, paſſe away a great deal os 
time, and take a great Leal of care for it. 

. 2, Eſteem this treaſure, this heavenly wiſdom, 
this Evangelical knowledge, even the Goſpel of 
Chrift ; labour to underſtand it, and have the ef- 
ficacy wrought upon your hearts, 

3. Rejoyce in itz how do men rejoyce in 
earthly treaſure ? ſoſhould we; as the Merchanr 
in the Goſpel when he had found the Pearl of 
Prize, rejoyced exceedingly ; ſo we ought, 2; 
being made partakers thereof, I rejoyced at thy 
word, even 4s one that had found great ſpoyls, (:amith 
David) ſo ſhould we rejoyce alwayes in tis ti eve, 
ſure. 'Tis ſaid of thoſe that ſate under Job Bap- 
tifts Miniſtry, that they rejoyced but for a while, 


\ and that is the condition and miſery of many. 


The City of Sawariz when they had received the 
Goſpel, *is laid they had great joy, 48. 8. 9. 

| 4. Be carefull to keep and preſerve ir, for 1t 
a treaſure, and therefore we mukſi treafin © nt 
Th 
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up in ourhearts; and the rather, becauſe it will 
keep us. It keeps ( as Chryſoſtome ſaith ) the houſe 
where it is; other treaſures cannot ſecure them- 
ſelves, bar if we keep this treaſure, it will ſecure 
us. Diſcretion ſhall preſerve thee, and underſtanding 
ſhall. keep thee, Prov. 2, 1r. thus you ſee the ex- 
cellency of this ſpiritual wiſdom. So mnnich for 
che ficſt ching conliderable inthe firſt branch, vis. 
the Depoſitum, the Treaſure. | 
The ſecond thing conſiderable, is, the Repoſite« 

ry, b.e. Earthen Veſſels, or Veſſels of Earth, car- 
then Pitchers: theſe are the Repoſitory, but we 
have this treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, &c. Earth is 
z word of dominion, and diſparagement, and that 
in three regards. 

1. In regard of its meannefle and baſenefle. 

2, In regard of its foulneſſe and pollution. 

3. In regard of ics frailty and traniitorinefſſe; 


"Tis paſſing away in all theſe reſpe&s : theſe | 


Earthen Veſſels in the Text, is tobe underſtood, 
the Apoſttes and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, ig re- 
gard of their outward man, ate fo called,and are 
to according to this threefold notion. 

L In regard of their meanneſle : their outfide 
15 (247, either for perſon, or ſometimes for & 
Pace dvdy, and outward deportment. This was 
the condition (you know ) of the firſt Miniſters 
of Chriſt, mean and ordinary perſons outwardly; 
God made uſe of. Nay our Maſter, our blefſed 
Lord and Saviour was mean, 1n regard of hjs hue 
mane birth, and reckoned of by moſt men accors 
ding to his birth and parentage. S9 it is wick the 


Servants of Chriit ; they are in their perſons ge- 
nerally 
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nerally baſe, mean, low, and accordingly rendred 
deſpicable to the eyesof the world. 

I. In regard of foulneſſe and pollution: Mini- 
ſiers are called Earthen Veſſels, they have many 
weakneſſes, they are men ſubje& to thelike paſh- 
ons as others, *Tis true, the Minifters of Chrift 
ha ve greater advantage> then others, in regard 
of their education, knowledge, gifts, and imploy- 
ments, being more free from thoſe defilements 
and ſnares that others are intangled in : yet 
through the 1emainders of the fleſh in them, they 
have many infirmitjes : fo Satan watches them 
more then others, layes n.ore ſnares for them, in 
regard of their parts and imployments: fo that 
they are more ſubject co his temptations then 0s 
thers. Satan hath a defire to fift them ( as the A- 
poſtle Peter }) as Wheat, becauſe he knows they 
will draw many after them; ſo that they muſt 
needs be ſubjet to many weaknefles and infirmis 
ties. Sometimes God makes uſe of the work ſort 
of men, even the moſt vitious and malitious : 
fiſt, he changeth them, and then makes uſe of 
them as inſtruments of glory. The Apoſtle Paxt 
was a Veffel of Election, to carry the name of 
Chriſt uato the Gentiles : yet in eimes.agſt a 
great Perſecutor. Soit pleaſeth God to iſke 
of ſuch, that the excellency ofthe power may be 
of God, &c. 

Ill. Miniſters are called Earthen Veſſels in re- 
gard of the frailty and mortality of their perſons, 
and Earthen Veſſels are ſoon crakt and broken. 
Miniſters are ſubjeR to many infirmities of body: 
This Heavenly light of che Goſpel fhinech ofren 
through 


-— —_—_ ee 
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through [ a thorns of viaffe, which are ſocn bro” 
ken. Miniſte: < have wezk and frail bodies : Tims" 
thy had his bodily infirmities, and Trophimus was 
leſt fick at Miletum, 2 Tim. 4.20, and Epzpbrodi* 
exs was lick nigh unto death, Pyil. 2. 27, And Paut 
had need of Lt tne Phyſician, probabiy 1n re- 
gardof his weakneiſe. Tims the Servan's of God 
are ſubje& to many inarmities. Beſides the rea- 
ſons in the Text, tieie are other reafons why 
God will have it (o. 

:. That they way be more compaſſionate, and 
more {e:;fible of the weaknefſes of others ; for 
[ tkeneſſe of conadit in, breeds ſympathy of affe ion. 

Meo are art to Picty rhote in the like conditi- 
on wit themſeive:; ſo our L 1d took our na- 
rure «pon him, chat. he might piety us; he took 
fleſh :nd blood upon him, he was tempted in all 
things | ke unto us, bur without fin, that fo he 
might ſucconr thoſe that are tempted : So his 
Servants, many of them are much tempted, 
whici may breed in them a ſympathy of affe&ion 
to others that are in {t1ch a condition. - 

2. God will haceit fo, that Vinitters may have 
the more experience of rhe erut':< t:1ey preach to 
oth@,concerning an af ted condicon : thoſe 
Gt have had no licknifie or other 2fliftion, cans 
not preach from exper ience of {:1ch rrutns that 
concern fiich a conditi2n tiiey cannot preacit lo 


feelingiv and {avoury as others; when they have | 


been under aM:-&ion. raey will know what afflirs 
on is, bocit 15 the nature of it, and che comforts 
of it, and God's gracious aſſiſtance therein : and 
ſo they may ſpeak comfortably, and be enibled 

t0 
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to comfort othere, as the Apoſtle Paw! ſpeaks. 

3. God 1s plealed io toorder it ſometimes for 
their humiliation, to keep them low, that ſo they 
may not be lifted up by reafon of extraordinary 
manifeſtations and impartments z thus St. Pax! 
had given him a thorns in the fleſh, that Meſſexger of 
Satan to buffet bim, leaſt be ſhowld be exalted above 
meaſure, 2 Cor. 12.7. A thorn was given bim,&c. 
(tis twice repeated, both in the beginning and 
end of the verſe) chat ſo this thorn in the fleſh 
might keep ouc pride in the heart, that ſo they 
may have a more low, meek, and humble frame 
of ſpirit , and thereby fitted and prepared for 
greater ſeryices. And 

4+ That they may be alſo more conformable 

to thoſe they haveto deal with. Iſrael defires Mo 
ſes to ſpeak to them (not God) why? becauſe 
he was like un: 0 them, and would therefore com- 
Paſlionate them 3 from whom they therefore de- 
fired to receive the commands of God. Thus it 
pleaſech God to deal with his ſervants, that as 
they may pitty thoſe they have to deal with, fo 
likewiſe to draw the affe&ions of their people 
unto them, to make them more loving, aud the 
more to attend on their Miniſtry, ſceingghey are 
ſo fleecing,and going away it pleaſe hat 
Epapbroditus (hould be fick even to death, coen- 
dear the Ph:lippians more to him, chap. 2. 25» 28. 
that their luve and tenderneſs may be drawn 
forth the more by che diſcovery of his frailty: Let 
us improve this. APR 

Uſe 1.Firſt,a3 to Miniſters, ſee how the conditi- 
on is with 115 in our Callins ; We are Exrthen Veſ- 


ſels, 
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ſels, taken out of duſt; We ſhould often conſider 
ors frailty to make us more humble, more meek, 
ar.d more compaſſionate to others, more diligent 
in doing good, that we may make amends for our 
fraiity & natural weakneffes that are upon us: We 
muſt not chink much of it, it being no more then 
in former time*; itwas the condition of the Apo» 
ſtles themſelves;they were Earthen Vefſels,they had 
ſuch weaknefſes upon them, men ſubjeC to the 
like paſſions as we. 

Uſe 2. Secondly, as for the people, this they 
may improve in al] the notions and confderatt- 
ons of an Earthen Veſſel, 

Firft, in regard of the meanneſs; you muſt not 
eſteem the Goſpel according tothe veſſel, accord- 
ing to che diſparagement of the veſſel; a Veſſel of 
diſhonour in reſpe& of irs matrer, may be a veſſel 
of honour in regard of the goldchat is in it; thoſe 
Members, ofthe body that are weak,and in them- 
ſelves leſs honorable,we affrd a great deal of ho- 
nour upon them, in decking and cloathing them: 
So the Miniſters work and imployment, and the 
Do&@rines chey bring, a'e excellent and of great 
uſe; when all 13 done, We have that we ſerve for; 
accorg'ng to the imployment weare put tO, WC 
args able, though outwardly mean; wicked 
arfſbaſe men are called filij terre, they are ſong of 


rae earth, Tob 30.8. Children of fools, yes children of 
baje men; they are viler than the earth, i, e. Men of no 
account (as one ſaith). the earth groans under 
ſuch ungracious perſons; but gracious perfons are 
veſſe}s of honour ; as it was faid of the giants0 


vid.fo it may be ſaid of thele,they ere men of _ 
an 


| 
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and ſo we ſhould eiteem of them. Worldly men 
logk at-the outſile, and fo efteera them: ſo was 
Chrift dealt with, 1; 2ot this the Carpenters ſon? $0 
thoſe Teachers in Corinth,endeavoure3 to render 
St. Pawl bis preſence weak, and bis ſpeech comtemepti- 
bile, 2 Cor. 10, 11. that fo they might make his 
Miniſtry contem, tible alſo. But this glorious 
treaſure is in Farthen veſſels: Tox know, (faith St. 
Paul) Gal. 4. 13. that through infir mity of the fleſh 1 
preached the Goſpel unto you at firſt, This was theic 
commendation v, 14. Kut my teneptaticn which was 
in my fleſh, you deſpiſed not, nor rejefed, but received 
me as 8n Angel of Gd, even as Chriſt Feſus. 

All his weakneſſes, and whatever was matter 


of diſcouragement, they did not deſpiſe, but ho- 


nourably entertained him even as Chriſt himſelf. 
So it was the commendation of the Theſſsloniens, 
1 Thefſ. 2. 13. that they received not the word as tbe 
word of man, but (as it 15 in truth) the word of God, 
looking to the mighty God to make it «ffeKual: 
ſo (hould all othe: s do apon this conſideration. 

2. Secing Miniſters are earthen Veſſels in re- 
gaid of roral infirmities which adhere to them: 
inreſpe& of their corruptions and weakneſſes 
judge of them as men: bur eſteem of w > ig 
teous in them : thoughthey have great adva 
ges againſt fin, and be very careful agginſt fin;yec 
notwithſtanding they are not totally exempted 
and freed from (in : as they are M:niſters, ſo they 
are men. ' 

3. In regard that Miniſters are earthen Veſſels 
in reſpe t of their frailty. Seeing then they are {6 
frail and ctraniitory , therfore accordingly you 
Þ 2 th» 11d 
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ſhould make uſe ofthem, deal kindly and affe&ic- 
nately with them,in that they are quickly broken. 
What is ſooner broken then a Glaſs or an earthen 
Veſſel? Miniſters are quickly taken away, and 
therefore you ſhould be tender of them while you 
have them. Where area[l the Fathers, Do the Pro- 
phets live for ever ? the word of the Lord indeed 
indureth for ever, but the Preacher of it doth 

not ; the Goſpel is eternal, but the Diſpenſer 1s 
mortal; the Calling is laſting, but the Miniſter . 
1s tranſitory 3 and therefore you fhoald carry 
your ſelves with all tenderneſs and reſpe& to 
them: take heed of yrieving their ſpirits, ſeeing 
they are ſo ſoon broken, Endeavour alſo toim- 
prove by them, and to get as much good as you 
can by them. It isa great argument to work while 
it is day, becauſe the night comes when no man can 
work : whilſt God affords means and p_— 
ties, make uſe of them : we are but paſſengers: 
therefore this is a great ground for you to en- 
deavor to get all the good you can by your Mi- 
niſters, ſeeing they are frail. 

Laſtly, By way of improvement : Take notice 
ofthegrays of God as different from mans ; God 
puy obgllene treaſure into Earthen Veſſels; we 
keept-eaſures in ſtrong holds, in the ſtrongeſt 
Repoſitor 2s. God's wayesare not as our Wayes, 
he goes another way then wedo; he makes uſe 
of the pooreff, meaneſt, and mott frail creatures 
ſometimes; he lays alide many times men of grea- 
ter abilities, parts and quality, and makes uſe 
of weaker to do this great Work. Chryſoſtome 


makes an expoſtulation, If it be excellent whe = 
why 
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why in earthen Veſſels ? Theretore it is a Veſlel of 
Earth, becauſe an excellent Treaſure. Thus 
Gods ways are unſearchable. This is the im- 
provement. | | 


Now beſides this interpretation given of it, 
there is another that will not be impertinent. 
Some underſtand by Earthen Veſſels, the exprefſi- 
ons, wordsand phraſes of the Miniſtry, through 
which the Do&rins and truths of the Goſpel are 
conveyed; this is agreeable to what, went be- 
fore: Some falſe Teachers in Corinth pleaſed 
themſelves wich eloquent and enticing words of 
worldly wiſdom, aad fo endeavoured co render 
Paxls preaching deſpicable, in regard of the 
plainneſs of it : therefore (faich the Apoſtle) we 
havethiscrea'ure in earthen Veſlels, b.e. familiar 
conveyances, that ſu we may ealily underſtand 
it, 

Thus1 have explained this Eirthen Veſſel,and 
ſo have done with the firſt confiderable part. v:z. 
the diſpenſation it ſelf, This Treaſure we haye it 
Earthen Veſſels : | come now to the ſecond, v1z. 


bat the 
IM. 


11. The eccornt of this Diſpenſstzon 
excellency of the power may be of God, ag no 
Which words may be conſidered two wayes. 

1. Either abſolutely, as lying infhemſelves. 
Or, 

2. Connexively, tothe words before going. 

1. Takethem abſolutely as theylie in them- 


ſelves, andewo things are exhibited. 
P 3 1, The 
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. TJ. The excellency of the Goſpel and Miniſtry 
It ſelf, called Power. 


2. The Author and Original of it, laid down 
ewo ways, Poſitively, of God: and negatively, 
720t of Hs, 


1. Theexcellency of the Goſpe! and Miniſtry 
thereof, called Power: There is a great deal of 
power and efficacy in the Goſpel,'ris in its nature 
powerful and efficacious: fo the Miniſtry of it, 
F.om.1. 16. 1am not aſhamed 'f the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
for it 3s the power of God unte ſalvation to every one 
that believeth, See 1 Cor.2.4. Panl's | reaching was 
zn the demonſtration of the Spirit and Power,evc, Tis 
called the Arm of God's Power, the Sword of tbe 
Spirit, Eph.6.17. 'Tis quick and powerful, and ſhar- 
per then any two=edged ſword, piercing even tothe di- 
viding aſunder of the ſoul and ſpirit, &c, Heb. 4. 12. 
and many other places. We may conceive it to 
be ſo according to the various effeFs and conſe- 
quences of it, 27z, as to. 5 


1. Convition. 
4, Cagyertion. 
*onWarion. 


x. 'Tis powerful in regardof conviction, *tis a 
O40 of conviIficn : anione Part of rhe Work 
frhe Viniitry 18 (by the Spirits co-operation) 
tu comince the world of ſi, to open mens eyes, .t0 
Hhew them rae vileneſs of their ways, ro diicover 
fc cures 0 be finful;the Conſcience is oo" 
ne 


— OL E—_——— 
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ned by the Spirit in the Miniſtry of the Word, 
herein Tis powerful and efficacious : There are 
divers inſtances in Scripture, how powerful the 
Word hath been in point of convi&tion : in Flix, 
the Apoſtle Par! preached to him of righteowſneſs 
and judgement to come,Oc. He tremble: The Judge 
on the Bench trembleth at the Word delivered 
by the Priſoner at the Bar : So powerful js the 
Miniftry ofthe Word, as to diſcover our finful- 
neſs. So the Diſciples going to Emaxs, their 
hearts burne within them, when our Saviour q- 
pened cothem the Prophets, &c. So it was with 
Se, Peters Auditors, Ads 2. they were pricked in 
the heart whenthey heard this : he did preach to 
them inthe power end demexſtration of the Spirit, 
and plainly diſcovered that (in that they were 
more eſpecially guilty of, and when they heard 
that, they they were pricked in tbe beart, &c. 


3. It 152 wordofConverhon alſo : Conyviftion 
130ne thing, and Converſion is another. Some» 
times men may be convinced, but yet have no 
change wrought in them : therefore converfion 
1s another work, it is a turning men from dai k- 
nefle to light, from the power of Satag,to God, 
$cc. to receive an inheritance amoaghti i that 
are ſanQtified, Herein is che Word powerful, vz. 
in regeneration: | have begotrenfyou ( by the 
Word )) tos lively hope, &c. of his own will hath 
he begotten you, &c. 


3- It is a word of comfort and conſolation, it 
18 a Powerful word,and able to comfort the _— 
Pa an 
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#ndche Miniſtry is very effe&ual herein(when ſet 
on by the Spirie)to quiet, ſatisfie, and pacihe the 
conſciences of men, which declareth the remiſſion 
of fin: and whoſoevers fins are forgiven, muſt 
needs be comforted. Indeed it is not in the pow- 
er of men £o forgive fins, yet chey can ſpeak a 
word of comfortin ſeaſun, by the adminiſh ation 
of the promiles, (the $nirit of God going along 
withthem }) andchenthey aren. t only declara- 
cive, but operative. Where ( I (ay ) it pleaſeth 
God to bleſſeand fanfifie the Word, it is effe&u- 
al for the quieting of the mind, for pacifying of 
the conſcience, and ſettling of the troubled ſou]. 
Thus you fee how powerful the Miniſtry is : and 
ſeeing it is ſo, this ſhould teach us how to behave 
our ſelves under it; it is powerful jn it ſelf, and 
powerful in its diſpenſation,and hath none of that 
weakneſſe (mentioned before ) ofthe diſpenſer of 
it: 1 was with you ((aith St. Pax!) in much weakneſs, 
end in fear, and intrembling, 1 Cor. 2.3, 4. and my 
Beech was in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power. 

Theſe may ſeem to be contradiftory : But cis 
anſwered, the Word is powerful inthe demon- 
ftration ofthe Spirit, though delivered by one of 
humane gxeakneſle, as before is declared. This 
qirizgefPbeer weſhould lock at, and labour af- 

ter; Which power doth not confitt in matter of 
elocution, th;; enticing words of mans wiſdom, nur 

in mitter of voice, which indeed is a good thing, 

and ſujtable to the nature of the matter : a quick 

and powerful delivery is of great efficacy :nd 

power, forthe ſetting home oferuths. Yet this 


doth nor make a powerful Miniſtry, for a whiſper 
| in 


Mr.Nalton's Funeral Sermon. 217 


in the ear, may cauſe a thunderbolt in the conſci- 
ence: the power lies firſt in the nature of the 
matter; the watter conſiſts in the nature and con- 
dition of mankind, the certainty of judgement, 
the neceſſity of Chriſt, the covenant of Grace,and 
the graces and privileges thereof, &c. Theſe car- 
ry a great deal of power and efficacy with them, 
when they are carefully and frequently diſpen- 
ſed, and Gods ſpirit geing along with them, fo 
they become powerful. for the Miniſtry conſiſts 
not in empty notions and ſpeculations, that will 
only tickle the fancy, but never reach the con(ci= 
ence. Noral diſcourſes, though they be of great 
uſe, yet if wereſt inchem, they leave us as they 
found us. Evangelical eruths ( which are mani» 
fold ) are to be delivered inthe Miniſtry. Now 
as the matter of the Miniſtry muſt be powerful, 
ſo the expreſſions muſt be rowerful : there ſhould 
be ſuitableneſle of expreſſion to the matter, b. e. 
with gravity, ſobriety, affe&ion, &c- Strong lines 
make but weak preaching, and take away the efh- 
cacy; but delivering truths in the demonſtration 
ofthe ſpirit, and in power, that is moſt effetual : 
when we ſpeak feelingly and from our hearts, it 
comes then ( through the bleſſing of thggord 
with it) with power. This is chen to ln gt 


the Miniſtry, viz. 1. Uſe. 

[ et us be careful that the matter L our Vini» 
{try be powerful, ſo chat the handling and diſpen- 
fing thereof be powerful, that ſo it may come 
home to the conſcience: thus we ſhould deal] with 


all: the words of the wiſe are 4s goads, and 4s nails 
faſined 


_—— _— 


” tn 
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faſtned by the Maſters of Aſſemblies, &-c. Eccl. 12,11. 
So our words ſhould have a force and power in 
chem. Thisasthe Apoſtie ſays, is mighty and 
powerful to the beacing down of ftrong-holds, 
Kc. 


Uſe, 2. Secondly in reference to hearers, (ee- 
ing the Miniſtry is powerful, you muſt chen ſub- 
mit your ſelves to the power of it. Many people 
are Se: mon-prook, & think to ſtand it out againſt 
tae power of the Wore; bur if it comes 1n power 
to the conſcience, they will not be able to refit 
It; as it is ſasd of them in the Goſpel, they were 
not able to refiſt the ſpirit by which he ſpake 
(wiz. Stephen ) And for thoſe that deſire the con- 
verfion of others, what courſe ſhould be taken by 
them for that end?bur by good counſel,inſtr1Qt- 
on, prayer and good example, to endeavour to 
convince them, and more eſpecially to bring 
them to the Word and adminiſtrations thereof, 
which God hath ſanQifed for chis end. 


So mich for the excellency ofche Goſpel, viz 
The excelency of the power, &c. | come to thele- 
c:nday 


2. The Author of it, 1. Poſitively, it is of God. 
And 2, NW:gatively, itis nt of W. 


Firft, Poficively, it rs of God, and that in all 


the confjderations, in the full extenr of it, it is of - 


God. So the Miniſterial gifts, the performances 
vf it, and the ſucces of it, are all from Gor , 
Irn, 


| einployments,and fucceſs thereof,are 1 
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Firſt, Minifterial gifts are from God; it is he 
that makes us able miniſters of the New-Teſta- 
ment; thereare ( ſaith the Apoſtle Paul) diver- 
faty of gifts : to one 1s given the Word of wiſdom, 
to anther theypord of knowledg by the ſame Spirit,&rc. 
1 Cor, 12, 4,5, 6. It is God that beftows every 
g00d gift. 


Secondly, The performance alſo is from God: 
his grace concurs and afliſts cherein : ehe habic 
and the a& are both frum him : God gives gifes 
co men, and. he enables them codiſpence them. 
Aſiniſterial employments are not only for gene- 
ra], bar particular applic tions, and ſo need nor 
only general, but particular affiftances: That I 
might be enabled ((aiih St Paul ) to fulfil the work, 
&c. the Lord flood by me and (trengthcued me, that my 
preaching might be fully accompliſhed. | 


It is God that makes the work powerful, effica- 
cious and ſucceſsful: Alas! when we have uſed 
our belt endeavours, all che ſucceſs is from him, 
he muſt make it effe&ual : ir 1s ſaid, our Saviour 
went about doing good, for God was with him, 
enciining him to the work,and afſiſting himghegre- 
in :;So he is with all his fervants: char gi 


of God, p 


ROC of us. 


Obj. But it may be obje&ed, ls all from God, 


of | and nothing from us ? Are we not (aid to concur 


with himZand is not then the power parely ours? 
Anſ. ]anſwer, No : 'tis of God, and nor of us: 
we 
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weare indeed ſubje&s of the Miniſtry, the Reci- 
pients thereof, perſons employed in the Work, 
and therefore are ſaid tobe workyrs together with 
God, 2 Cor.6.1, but the power and efficacy there- 
ocfis from God alone: Paxl and Apoflo are but Mi- 
niſters, tis God that giveth the bleſſing ; 'tis not of 
us in tworelpes. 1. Tis not merited by us: 'tis 
not of our deſerving, nor of our procuring: 
1. 'Tisnot of our deſerving ; the beſt and moſt 
accompliſhrt do not merit it:I received mercy (faich 
Paul ) to be faithful: he accounted ita mercy to be 
employed, and to be faithful therein. 2, 'Tis 
not of our own procuring, we do not obtain it 
by our own power, as Peter ſaid inthe recovery 
ofthe lame man, 1: is not by any power and bolineſs 


ef ors, that this man is reſtored,ec. and fo it is not 


our gifts and induſtry only, that will make our 
Miniftry powerful : and therefore in this Work 
letus be lo king up to God, and delire him to 
aſſiſt us, as Xoſes ſaid, If thou goeſt not, O Lord, uþ 


with us, wherefore ſhould we go bence# (o ſay], If | 


che preſence of God be not with us, what can we 
do ? 


ann further, when we do partake of any mea- 
fe of Zoilitv, ſee where we muſt determinate 
it: Not z*1to us Lord, not unto ws, but unto thy Name 
*be allthe Plory : We muſt not ſacrifice to our own 
net, nor give the honor to our own induſtry, but 
wholly give the praiſe to God, becauſe the ex- 
cellency is of Gcd. 


2. But in the ſecond place,if you look uponthe 


words | 
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words reflexively, or as having their connexion 
to the words going before, ſo they will agree 
and hold cogether ;and thus you may read them : 
Therefore 1s this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that 
the excellency of the Power may be acknowiedg'd to 
be of God, and not of ws : If it were in Angels, or 
had we never fo ſtrong bodies, yer the excellency 
of the power of God would not be ſo clearly 
ſeen, as it is now, being laid up in poor, frail 
Veſſels: Here's the power of God, here's the 
luſtre and glory of God moſt manifelted; for fo 
much the more apparently it will be ſeen to be 
fro God,by how much the weaker che inftrumene 
is that is employed by God ; cherefore if any 
thing doth at beyond its own power, it muſt 
have ſome forreign power for the producing 
ſuch and ſuch a&;: therefore when we ſee any 
great matter done by poor, frail and contemp- 
tible perſons of earthen veſſels, thisdoth plainly 
ſhew the excellency of the power to be of God, 
and not of men; therefore look from man to God, 
it is God that doth theſe things: we ſhould over- 
look earthen Veſſels, we ſhould (1 fay ) overlook 
men that are theſe earthen Veſſels, and look to 


God that makes the miniſtry powertul za ſuch 
conveyances as theſe are. "> 
Furthermore, Je may ſatishe us q the mi 


fry, in that we areVeſſels,viz. men of frailty,&c. 
we are apt to be diſcouraged, and torhink hard- 
ly that we are followed with ſo meny weakneſles; 
that we have a hard matter, that when we have 


taken ſuch pains inthe work of the miniſtry, we 
| Gould 
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fhould be this rewarded : but this ſhould fatisfie 


us, the more weakneſ in us, the greater honor 
wi'l come to Chriſt: This Treaſure we have in 
earthen Veſſels, that the excellenty of the Puwer may be 
of God, and not of w, Tie weaker the Veſlel,the 
n:ore honor will redound co C:'rift. f 


Furtherm.re, this n ay take offthe (ervantgof 
Chriſt from un»1iilingnel(s unto thoſe wor ks and 
zerformances whica God calls them unto,by rea- 
on of their weakneſs; Thus it is when(3od cals to 
any work or employment; the ſervants of Godare 
apt topleadcherr own inabilityz Moſes ayes he is 
not eloquent : F-remiab ſayes he is a child: Fonab 

ſayes he is a Man of unclean Jips: Thusthey have 
their delayes, their excuſes, whereby they endeas 
vour todiſcharge chemſelves from thatwotk that 
God calls them to, by their own weakneſs, &c. 
but God refiſes ſuch excuſes; for who makes 
the blind to ſee, the dumb to ſpeak, but God ? 
It is hethat to: iched 1ſaisbs lips; it is he that ſaid 
&> Feremiab, Do not ſay thou art a child, for 
1 have ſent thee, c. This I ſay then i5 a conſidera» 
tion that may enconrage Miniſte;s in their Work, 
weaker theyare,the more honor & glory 
dto Chiiſt; for he ſaid unto me, ( faith 
poſltlg) My Grace # ſufficient fir thee ; for my 

ngtb is þ- perfett in wealygreſs ; Not that this 

15 an encotiragement or argument for any co take 
upon them the great work ofthe Miniſtry, with- 
out ſufficient qualifications and abilities : Bur 
where there 1s not that degree of abylity as is 
defired, where there is a crue ſenfiolenels of 
rheir 


6 


[ 


| 
| 
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their weakneſs, this may be an encuuragemenc 
unto them, that God delighteth to ſhew his 
powe. In chem,chat by how much che mo: e they 
are weak,ſo much more honor he will gain.For a 
concluſion, it comes to this, viz. 


* That we lay no ſtreſs upon any outward 
things. 


There is no ſtreſs or happine(s in theſe 04s» 
ward things; thoſe that ſeem to be of ſome .con- 
cernment, as ſirengeh of body, and other out- 
ward qualifications that are of remark ; yet con- 
ſider, they are fading and tranſicory ; this thould 
reach us in the enjoyments of outward things, s 
great deal of humility : Though we are Veſlels 
of gold in regard of the treaſure and improve- 
ment, ”m in regard of our ſelves we are Veſſels 
of Earth, and ſo ſhoy]d be in reſpe& of humility. 
Let us look _ all theſe things as given to us 
of God even for this very end, That we may be 
more ſerviceable to him and his pople. 


So I have done with the two general pares 
of the words, and fo with the whole vere, vis. 
We have this Treaſure in earthen V eſſe chat 


the excellency of the power may be of God, *and nofT$# a 


Ms, | 


\ 


Ds 
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Do we begin again to commend our ſelves ? ( (aith 
the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor.3.1.) or need we Epiſtles of 
commendation ts you, or Letters of commendation from 
Jou?ye are ourEpiſtle in our bearts,&c.But this is ap= 
plicable to the preſent fad occalion now before 
us. | . 
This reverend and bleſſed man of God, 
Mr. Fames Nalton, was a perſon of great note and 
eminency among us* one well known in this 
City,and in this place,where he ſpent his labour 
and pains many years. | could give large ac- 
counts & teſtimonies of him (ifneed were )from 
my own knowledg of him, having been acquain- 
ted with him many years. He was not only a 
Miniſter, but the ſon of a Miniſter, his birth and 
education ſuting together. He lookt upon it 
not only as an honor, bur as an engacement to be 
careful to walk in thoſe ſteps ſet betore him, and 
co continue the work of theMiniſtry begun by his 


religious Father. Certainly the Children of 


godly and holy parents cannot come off ſo cheap 
in their carriages as others: chey have greater 
accounts to make, as having greater examples ſet 
before them, greater advantages of Prayer, Ex- 
hg ,&c. and fo greater engagements : this 
$ oy on, and obſerved by him. And as he 


Kras che (fn of a miniſter, ſo when he came.to 
years and Was fitted, he took upon him the mini- 
try : as he was one of great abilities, ſo accor- 
dingly he diſcharged them faithfully and conſct- 
encioufly. He was a ſpiritual, powerful, con(ci- 


encious Preacher, he preached by his Life 3 py 
as 
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(as Eraſmus faith) we ſhould not only love to 
peak truths, but we ſhould digeſt eruths on our 
own hearts before we commend them to others; 
and ſo they will be the more effeRual: He 
was a man of a very meek, ſweet, and hum- 
ble ſpiritz a man of great humility ing 
of great meekneſs in the midft of great abilities, 
which was 4 great ornament in him : a man full 
of tenderneis and condelcenfion to others: 4 nian 
of a y- yeilding and melting frame of ſpirit, 
ſoon diffolved into tears. It was the faying of 
ohe, that a good man is full of tears : ſo this 
good man was full of tears, not affe&ed, but ve- 
ry real, and hearty, drawn from the fullneſsof his 
Spirit, as the Apoſtle Pax} faith, he ſerved the 
Lord in much humilicy and many tears. This 
was remarkable, that in theſe times our Reve- 
rend Brother was full of tears in delivering his 
Do&rine, which was ſuitable to the age welive 
in, being full of fin and calamity : there is much 
need of a bewailing ſpirit co bewail the iniqui=- 
ties and miſeries of the times: they that cannot 
bewail themſelves, need thetears of others, He 
was a man of great integrity,and{ingle-hearted- 
neſs; in his exhortation he had much of the 


 fimplicity of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle Parimveaks. 


In reference tothe miniſtry, he had'ao worte's, 
and baſe affe&ions, he had no ca nal defig is 
therein : but his chief deſign was t6 bring ſouls 
home to Chriſt, that was his chief buſineſs. As 
the Apoſtle ſaich of himſelf, may alſo be ſaid of 
him, chat in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, be had bis 
Q_ | converſation 
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converſation iu the world, not walking in craftineſs, 
nor bandling the word of God deceitfully, but by the 


ifeftation of the trath, commending himſelf to 
—_ conſcience in the fight of God, : yg 4+ 2 He 
was 2 man that had abiliry co ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon:he was very compaſſionate townunded ſpi- 
rits, he himſelfhaving been much aflifted/ He 
was 2 man much in comm!1nion with God 


careful in improvement therein ; he was a Faccb 
in wreſtling with Gad,: a Moſes that ſtood in the 
gap, an Elijsb thatprayed carneftly : the whole 
Jand was the betcer for ſuch a perſon, being 
much wich God; he made many addreſſes to 
him, and had much holy familiarity with him. 
And as in his publick performances he was very 
faichful and beneficial, ſo jn his family and pri- 
vate he was vefty franful and ſerious. In a word 
ſ nor to multiply much in this kind, you need it 
ef in this Auditory, but only by way of grateful 
n emorial ) chere was much of God and Qhriſt 
in him, and he was 2'great example to his fellow- 
ſervants ; there wasSmuch of this Treaſure (ſp0- 
ken of io the Text) in this earthen Veſſels: as in 
the patter of it, he was one of a Goſpel fpirir : 
: the conveyances of it, he had greatabilj- 
1es for thy! work of the Miniſtry, and diſcharged 
» with ue dea] of ſucceſs, As he hail this 
x ro an earthen veſſel, fo his veſſel, his 
frail body was no diſpara2gemene to him, burthe 
advancement of the treaſure, in ſetting forth the 
power 'to be of God ; his' outward: man _ 
v . . , , mic 


$ and 
had much acquaintance with God, and was 
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much weak and worn away, buthis inward ma 
was upheld by the grace of God. His firſt work. 
in the Miniſtry was ip that place where my ſplf 
have relation co: he was an afhilance to my 
Predecefſor (being then paſt labour )Mr.Richar 
Conder, and performed the word fo well, that 
he was exceedingly beloved of Mr.Conder, and 
well beloved ofthe Pariſh, and other places. He 
lefta good impreſlion behind, and I found good 
effe&s by the foundation there laid. The Apo- 
file Paul indeed defired not to work there where 
another had laid the foundation, bue I choughe ic 
a greatadvantage that the foundation was laid 
by ſuch a Maſter-builder. He wascalled into the 
Country to Rugby in Warwickſhire there he con- 
tinued very frujrful, and did much good. For 
ſome occaſion he removed, and returned into 
City, and came into this place, where he conti- 
nued abour 1$ or 19 years, diſcharged the work 
of the Lord carefully, 1 need not ſay much of 
his carriage in this place, I appeal to your own 
conſciences, I may ſay ofthis ſervant of Chrift 
a: the Apuſile Paxl 'aid of himſelf, x Thefl. 2. 
10,11. Te are his witneſſes, and God alſs, bow bolily, 
and juſtly, and unblameably be behaved himſelf among 
you, 4s you know how be exhorted, and comfortca, *nd 
charged every one of you (45 a father doth bis children 3 
that ye would walk worthy of God, who ath called 
you aento bis kingdom and glory, Thexeh re there 
lies an engagement upon you to walk anſwer- 
able tothe truths he delivered, and tofollow his 
ſteps, conſidering the end of his converſation. 1 


Q 2 ſhur 
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fruc np all in the words of the Apoſtle Pax! to | 
the Philippians, ch.g. 9. Thoſe things which ye bave 
both learned, and received, and heard, and ſeen in 
bim,' Do: andthe God of Peace ſhall be with yup. 


